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A Fresh Start
          Dr. J. Allen Blair

Hello, friend, Happy New Year to you.  I hope it will be a happy one for you all the way through.  Of course we can’t do it all, but there are some things we should do to make it a happy new year.  Stay with us now for the rest, while we think of some of these things.

The New Year to many means frivolity, having a good time, getting drunk and committing evil.  But I believe the passing from the old into the new should be, in reality, a time to think.  It’s a time to think about the true values of life.  There is so much sham and  counterfeit around that we need to think about reality. 

For all of us, the New Year means a new start.  There is something challenging about beginning again.  For one thing, we should be a little more intelligent than we were when we began last year.  We have had another year of both successes and failure.  It is through these that we learn and, so, we should be a little wiser as we enter another year.  The new ear will have its disappointments and failures, but let’s not think about those.   The word “new” suggests opportunity, a fresh start, and that’s what the New Year ought to be for all of us.

I recall the happy experience of getting a new car.  The biggest satisfaction was in getting rid of the old one.  It was costing us a lot of money because of its continual need of repair.  The tires were worn and there always seemed to be “something;” but, with the new car, I had a fresh start.  Of course, the new car would have problems, too, before long; but I didn’t think about that.  The new car was ready to go.  Maybe, at some time, you have redecorated your home.  There is something beautiful about fresh paint, isn’t there?  It covers up all the dirty marks and the spots.  Or, new wallpaper or a new rug.  Maybe new furniture.  Doesn’t this do something for you?  Certainly it does!  Some of us have gotten a new job.  This becomes a challenge.  The old job lost its appeal - there were personalities that bothered us -- but, in the new job with its new opportunities, it seems like the sky is the limit.  

How often we hear people say “I wish I could start my life all over again.  I don’t think I would get in the mess I’m in now.”  Well, of course, we only have one life and that’s why we need to utilize every moment to the best advantage to make this life count; but, do you know, there is a sense in which we do have the privilege to start life over again?  Some of you have made a miserable failure of life.  Maybe you think you married the wrong person, or you are living in the wrong city or town . . . if somehow you could get out of it all.  Well, there is a way to experience a complete change and that is through the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who declared in the Bible (in Revelation 21:5), Behold, I make all things new.  In the strict sense, this verse is speaking of that which will take place after the return of the Son of God to earth, but there is a newness that can take place in one’s life as soon as he believes on the Lord Jesus Christ.  All things become new.  Second Corinthians 5:17 says, If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  

If you have never received Jesus Christ into your life, I urge you to do it right now.  Living without Him is a hopeless blank.  Life without Him is shallow and empty.  But, when He comes in, He changes things and you experience a newness like that of a baby just born into the world.  For you have experienced a spiritual birth when you receive Christ.  You are born from above and the joy of the Lord will flood your soul.

At this beginning of a new year, I urge you to experience God’s wonderful salvation.  That which has been to you humdrum and dissatisfying in the past will suddenly become meaningful to you.  Like thousands upon thousands of other believers, you will rejoice in the experience of new life in Jesus Christ.  Take the Lord into your life, at this very moment, and then you will begin to sing with meaning, “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.”  There is no need for you to go through life trying to face temptation and sin in your own strength when God has made a marvelous provision so that you can overcome all temptation and live a life of victory and blessing in Christ.  Experience the newness of Jesus Christ.  Life without Him is really empty, and our life is so short.  I need not tell you this.  Talk to anyone in their 70’s or 80’s and they will tell you that boyhood or girlhood seemed only as yesterday.

Jacob, at one time, reached a crisis in his life when he spoke of the days of the years of my pilgrimage.  Well, that’s what life is:  a pilgrimage; a journey out of the known into the unknown.  Whenever anyone takes a journey, they have in mind where they are going.  Rarely, do people strike out on a trip without a destination.  There may be exceptions to this, but (usually) even the wanderer has in his mind some destination he would like to reach.  Well, you and I are on a journey.  It’s amazing how many people in life don’t think about the destination, but it’s there.  It’s there for every one of us:  either Heaven or Hell.  In Christ, it’s Heaven.  Outside of Christ, it’s Hell.  I trust that you are certain of your destination and that it is Heaven.  You can be certain.  God doesn’t want a one of us to be in doubt about this wonderful place He has prepared for those who love His Son and follow Him.

This doesn’t mean that you will escape sorrow and disappointment in life, for all of us there is much of this to come.  But, I guarantee you, when you know Jesus Christ, you can face sorrow and disappointment in a way that you could never do it before.  For the child of God, life is what we allow Jesus Christ to make it.  Sorrow brings the comfort of His presence; and the very things we are tempted to call evil are the things which wean us from the world and make us understand the temporary character of our residence here.

In one of the Psalms (the 65th, to be exact, verse 11) we read the words of God’s servant who said, Thou crownest the year with thy goodness.  Well, friend, get hold of these words.  If you know Jesus Christ and if He is the Lord of your life, you can say this (relative to Him):  In everything, He crowns the year with His goodness.  He answers prayer.  He guides our steps.  He provides our needs.  He plans our future.  He does it all.  Remember, will you, every day ahead (365 days of this year), He will crown the year with His goodness?  Trust Him for it.  Believe Him for everything.  Don’t doubt God for a moment.  

But, again, I say, if you don’t know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, begin the New Year with His newness:  newness of life.  Call upon Him and say, “Lord Jesus, I am sorry for my sins; save me for Your glory.”  God will do that, friend, because He loves you.  He proved His love at Calvary.  He sent His Son to die and shed His blood to cover over all your sins and wash them away.  He’ll do it right now, if you’ll let Him.  You hold the key that unlocks the door.  Jesus gently knocks and says, Behold, I stand at the door, and knock.  Will you let Him in?  Just bow your head and say, “Jesus, yes.  I will let You in.  I want You to be Lord of my life.”

Our Heavenly Father, we thank You that You brought us to this time in our lives.  We praise You for the lessons we have learned in the past year and look to You to be our guide and strength throughout the New Year.  God, at this moment, may many trust Jesus that they may not fail as they have in the past, but begin the New Year with the joy of the Lord.  Have Your way in every life listening and may this truly be a Happy New Year for every follower of Jesus Christ.  For I pray in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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