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Fellowship With God      Dr. J. Allen Blair

If you were asked “What one thing would you say is of greatest importance to you in the Christian life on a daily basis,” what would your answer be?  Well, I am going to give you my answer in just a few minutes.  So, please, don’t go away.

Do you have a daily quiet time?  By that I mean, do you set aside a certain time each day to get alone with God to fellowship with Him in Bible reading and prayer?  Early in my Christian life, I discovered this to be one of the most important exercises of the Christian life.  A daily quiet time is somewhat like the manna from heaven that the children of Israel gathered each morning in the wilderness for their physical sustenance.  What the manna was to the children of Israel, physically, the quiet time is to the Christian, spiritually.  

Now, listen to these few verses taken from John’s Gospel (chapter 6, verses 32, 33, and 35).  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.  For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world . . . And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.  

Now what we gather from this passage is that the manna of the Old Testament is a type of the true manna: Christ Jesus, spoken of in the New Testament.  As the children of Israel faithfully gathered the manna daily under the Old Covenant, we of the New Covenant are to fellowship with Christ daily, for He is the true manna which came down from Heaven.  When a believer neglects this daily fellowship with Christ, not only does he stunt his spiritual growth, but he creates problems for himself.  For, if he does not take time to fellowship with the Lord and receive the inspiration and help that comes from Him, then he is (usually) guided by his flesh.  Some of us have learned that all kinds of regretful things can happen from that. 

How does the believer fellowship with the Lord?  We cannot see Him.  We cannot hear Him speak audibly.  We cannot touch Him.  We fellowship with Him through the reading of the Scriptures, and prayer.  Christ is revealed in His word.  All He desires for us is stated clearly in the Bible.  Jesus said, In the volume of the book [it is] written of me.  We learn of Christ and His plan for our lives through the word of God.  

The children of Israel gathered their manna six days a week and on the sixth day, they took enough to last through the seventh day.  If any food was left over, the next day it spoiled.  There was plenty for all and all were satisfied, each one according to his own need. Well, in the same manner, our manna should also be daily - not only six days, but seven days a week.  There is an adequate supply of God’s love and grace for each one of us, not too much or too little.  It is ours for the taking, but we must do the gathering.  Yesterday’s supply will not give us strength for today.  Today’s bread of life must be fresh.  

Just as neglect of food for our body causes weakness and illness, so a lack of a daily provision of the bread of life causes spiritual weakness and a lack of spiritual strength to face temptations and trials and the disappointments of life.  God is aware of all our needs, but He still says, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

Now, you may wonder, if God knows all about our needs, why is it necessary for us to ask?  For the simple reason that He told us to ask, but it even goes deeper --  God wants us to come to Him for fellowship.  It is in our quiet time that we leave everything else to fellowship with Him.  This blesses the heart of God as well as ours.  It is during these times of fellowship with the Lord that we are prepared for the conflicts of life which all of us must face.  Our faith is increased as we meditate on the truths of God’s word.  Our confidence in the Lord’s unfailing grace and mercy is reassured every time we prayerfully read and study the Scriptures.

Now I am sure you have friends; they may be many or few, but there are certain people you like to be with.  You seem to have so many things in common with these people, as you talk and laugh together and, maybe, even cry together.  Could it be possible that you spend more time in fellowship with your friends than you do with the Lord Himself?  And yet, He is the greatest Friend you will ever have in life!   If we are going to grow in God’s grace as we are exhorted to do in 2 Peter 3:18, I believe it is important that we spend more time with the Lord than we do with our friends.  Our friends can only do so much for us, but God can do everything.  

The apostle Paul said, I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  He did not say, simply, I can do all things.  He received this remarkable power to overcome every obstacle, to face any adversity, to achieve all his goals through Christ because it was Christ who gave the strength.  A daily quiet time, whether it be five minutes or 50 minutes will help all of us in the realization of this great truth.  Actually, length of time is not of greatest importance in having a quiet time, it is the quality of the time that counts.  The time needs to be utilized to the best advantage.

Now, I prefer to have my quiet time the first thing in the morning.  I have found that if I do not, other things crowd in throughout the day and the quiet time is overlooked.  Not only that, I can think more clearly and appreciate what I am reading from the word of God after a night of rest.  Actually, after this valuable time in the presence of the Lord, alone with Him, I feel qualified to move out into the duties and obligations of the day with a confidence that God is with me in all that I do.  That’s why I strongly recommend to God’s people (whenever I get an opportunity) to take time to wait on the Lord.  I say “take time” because if you don’t, you won’t have time.  Let nothing interfere with this valuable fellowship with your Lord and Master.

George Mueller, founder of the famous orphanage at Bristol, England, read the Bible through more than 155 times, during the early morning hour which he devoted to studying the Scriptures, on his knees.  He used to spend several hours that way every morning, rising very early for that purpose.  He once said, “The first three years after conversion, I neglected the word of God.  Since I began to search it diligently, the blessing has been wonderful.  I look upon it as a lost day when I have not had a good time with the Word of God.”  

Well, the vigor of our spiritual life will be in exact proportion to the place held by the word of God in our life and thoughts.  God does not place a premium on ignorance of the Scripture.  The only reason people are ignorant of the Scriptures is they don’t spend the necessary time reading the word of God.  It is no sin for a believer to be ignorant of the word of God, but it is certainly a sin to stay away from it.  Take time to gather the manna daily.

Doubtless, you will not understand everything you read, but there will be things you will understand.  In fact, I doubt there will ever be a time when you come away from the word of God without understanding something that will be needful for your heart and life.  So, read the word of God daily, thoughtfully and prayerfully.  And, then, spend time in prayer, not only for your own needs but for your family, your friends, the unsaved, your church, missionaries, and dozens of other things for which we need to pray.  Enjoy the quiet time.  It is your privilege.

Now, if you have never met Christ, the quiet time will have little meaning to you.  The first thing you need to do is to get saved.  You can enjoy this marvelous experience by inviting Christ to come into your life.  I hope you’ll do it now, if you never have.  And, then, get started on the right foot, meeting with God daily in His word.  

Blessed Lord, I thank You for this wonderful privilege You have made possible for all believers that we can enter into  Your presence daily through prayer and fellowship in the word.  Help us not to neglect this present opportunity that is ours in Christ.  For it is in His Name we ask it and for His glory.  Amen.
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