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Our Common Evil       
 Dr. J. Allen Blair

If I were asked to name the one evil that affects all of us, I know what I would say.  Now, I am sure there are others, but this is the one that stands foremost in my mind.  The encouraging thing is, no one need remain a slave to it.  Through Christ, we can be delivered.

All of us have a common problem that many of us don’t even know we have.  We quickly detect it in other people, but rarely recognize it in ourselves.  I am speaking of pride:  The feeling of self-importance that blinds so many of us.  We get the idea that we really are somebody.  

Well, God hates pride.  In Proverbs 6:16, we read, These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him.  Then, in verse 17, He tells us what these seven things are.  The first is a proud look.  In Proverbs 8:13, He says, pride and arrogancy do I hate.  And, in Proverbs 16:5, we read, Everyone that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD.    Often the Christian’s greatest danger lies not in the possibility of physical harm or in cruel and unjust criticism, but in the moments of greatest praise.  What a subtle and deceptive tactic of Satan as he inflates the ego, causing us to turn our eyes from Christ to self.  

When Paul and Barnabas were at Lystra, of which we read in Acts 14, the stoning was painful and the rejection of their message was discouraging, but their greatest peril came when the people would have made gods of them.  Was this not an opportunity to win favor and to use this means to proclaim the Gospel message?  The temptation to seek popularity and to desire the praise of men is a snare that has trapped many a Christian leader down through the centuries.  To be sure, it can endanger those of us who are in the lesser places of service, as well.  Paul and Barnabas saw the danger and quickly turned away, refusing to accept the praises of the people.  

A ruler of Judea was not so careful.  Acts 12 gives us the story of Herod Agrippa who foolishly accepted the flattery of the people when they called him a god and, as a consequence, suffered a terrible death.  The Lord Jesus said, in Luke 6:26, Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of you.  It is not that the Christian’s conduct is to be such that others cannot speak well of him, nor that sincere praise is to be ungraciously received.  The danger against which our Lord warns is the one of pride, which is always close at hand in an atmosphere of praise.  For any accomplishment in the service of our Lord, it is Christ who deserves the praise, not us.  Jesus said, Without me, ye can do nothing.  Apart from the strength and wisdom He gives, we could be nothing or have nothing.  It is for this reason that Paul declared in Galatians 6:14, God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.  There had been a time in the apostle’s life when he had lived for himself, thinking only of fame and personal advancement.   But, after he met the risen Christ, he died to himself and the plaudits of men to praise and glorify the Lord.

How easy it is to feel that what we are and what we possess is the result of our own ability and hard work.  To a certain degree, God uses both; but, in the final analysis, the success we are enjoying is because of the abundant grace of our wonderful Lord.  The position of attainment we occupy in life is because God put us there.  We read, in Psalm 75:5-7, Lift not up your horn on high: speak not with a stiff neck.  For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south.  But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.

Often, we hear of those who respected the Lord and went to church when they had nothing; but when prosperity came their way, they forgot all about God.  What a horrible mistake this is.  Never overlook the fact that the God who gave the increase can also send poverty.  It is only His great love and grace that keeps Him from it.

Now, my friend, we do not have anything to brag about or boast about, save our wonderful Lord.  There is not, nor has there ever been, a strain of pride in Him.  He humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  The servant is not greater than his lord.  The believer is a follower of Christ.  We are to be humble, not filled with pride.  

Most Christians would not think of touching a drop of alcohol; yet, how frequently, we stagger into church on Sunday morning drunk with pride.  How many men enter our pulpits on the Lord’s Day to display their own ability and education, rather than to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ.  Has pride caused you to be fruitless in the service of the Lord?  Are you serving the Lord to hear others praise you and speak well of you?  If so, your motivation is in error.  We must not lose sight of the Cross and the One who died on the Cross for us.  Of Him, the inspired writer said, Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death.  There’s no trace of pride here, is there?  

So, we must be humble and we must bow before the Lord and respect Him as Lord of all in our lives.  And, my dear friend, if you have never committed yourself to Christ to experience His great love and salvation, now is the time to do it.  The Lord has made the full provision so that all that remains is an act of faith on your part.  Are you willing to trust Him who died for you?  At this very moment, I hope you are.

Father, for Your mercy and grace, we thank You.  Help each of us to examine our own heart.  If there is pride, rout it out, I pray, for there are those who need the fullness of Christ today.  Do a great work through the Holy Spirit, for I ask in the Blessed Name of Jesus.  Amen.
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