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A Way of Escape          
 Dr. J. Allen Blair

Do you have a problem with pride?  How do you think most of us would answer that question . . . “Why, no.  I don’t have any problem with pride.”  Well, you see, we answer this way because (usually) we rarely see it in ourselves.  It is always in the other person.

We may be sure, no one is ever so small as when he is trying to be big.  God has no pleasure in our self-sufficiency.  He says, in Matthew 23:12, Whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased.  In James 4:6, we read, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.  In Proverbs 16:18, He declares, Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.

The delusiveness of pride is our failure to recognize it in ourselves.  Few of us will admit guilt and squarely face the issue before God in humble repentance.  So often, we are marked by a false humility which has pride at its root.  Trying to appear righteous, we pride ourselves in the fact that we do not do this or that or the other thing.  We condemn others in their sin.  Why?  To exalt ourselves.  All this is a kind of superficial piety which God hates.

A Sunday school teacher had just finished teaching her class of boys about the hard- hearted Pharisees of Jesus’ day.  She had carefully explained the sinfulness of their arrogant attitudes revealed in the Pharisee’s prayer: God, I thank thee that I am not as other men are.  At the close of the lesson, she had the youngsters lead in short prayers and one boy prayed, without any apparent realization as to the meaning of the lesson, “We thank Thee, God, that we are not like that Pharisee.”  You see what I mean?  How difficult it is to detect our own pride.  None of us would class himself with the Pharisees.  We do not go about displaying our religion.  No, we are not like the other fellow.  But it is this very spirit that breeds pride and ultimate failure in the Christian life.  We need to see ourselves as we are actually before God.  We need to face up to the sin of our own hearts.  We must humble ourselves and get the victory over the deterring sin of pride.  Humility is to make a sincere and correct estimate of one’s self.  It is to fully submit to the leadership of the Lord Jesus, that we might be used of Him.  To be sure, the yoke of God can never fit a stiff neck.  Our wills must be broken if Christ is to have the preeminence in our lives.

It was John Ruskin who declared, “I believe that the first test of a really great man is his humility.”  He went on to say, “I do not mean by humility ‘doubt’ of his own power.  But really great men have a curious feeling that the greatness is not in them, but through them.”  Indeed, this is true.  It must be Christ at work through us or all our efforts for Him will be in vain.  He can only work through us if we are empty of self.  Surely it is possible to fill an empty bottle with pure, clear water from a spring, but it would be foolish to try to put water in a bottle already full.  The Lord has no blessing for a heart full of haughtiness.  He reserves His blessing for the heart emptied of self.

The beginning of greatness in the sight of God is to be little.  The increase of greatness is to be less and the perfection of greatness is to be nothing.  There are no shortcuts.  There are no other roads leading to blessing other than humility.  For this reason, God says (in James 4:10), Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord and he shall lift you up.  The way up in the sight of God is always to go down.  Mark Guy Pierce tells of a man whom a manufacturer proposed to take to the top of a lofty tower that he might view the city.  He reached a passage where he saw a stone staircase winding up into the darkness and began to mount the steps.  “Oh, no,” said the manufacturer, “You’re going the wrong way.  It is down here.”  “But, I thought we were going to the top of the tower?”  “That’s the old way and you would find only a nailed door at the top.  This is the way,” and the manufacturer pointed to some steps leading down.  “Going down is a strange way to get up,” said the visitor.  Descending, they entered an elevator and were soon at the top of the tower, high above the city.  Here is the believer’s victory:  Going down to get up.  There is no other way, dear friend.  Look at the men of the Bible who were blessed of the Lord.  What was the secret of victory in their lives?  Let’s look at a few and see what they said of themselves.

I’ll use Peter.  He said, in the presence of his Savior, Depart from me for I am a sinful man, O Lord.  Paul said, Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints.  The centurion said to Christ, I am not worthy that thou shouldst enter unto my roof.  Here’s John the Baptist.  He said, One mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose.  Abraham.  He said, Behold, now, I am but dust and ashes.  Jacob:  I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies thou hast showed unto thy servant.  Gideon said, I am the least in my Father’s house.  You see, these men were emptied of self and filled with the Lord.  What about you?  What about me?  Have we gotten a victory over the sin of pride?

Dr. Henry Van Dyke once said, “God has two thrones:  One in the highest heavens and the other in the lowliest hearts.”  Christian, let the Lord search out you heart.  Let Him give you a real victory over yourself, that God might fulfill His purpose through you.

Now, you may be a listener who has never yet believed on Christ.  Maybe, you’re like I was.  For years, my pride stood in the way of my salvation.  I had a kind of “do-it-yourself” religion.  I was trusting in a few good works to get me to heaven.  Well, one day, recognizing my sinfulness, I laid aside my pride and came to Christ.  I learned that salvation is of God, not of self.  The Bible says, For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.  Will you come to Christ at this very moment and acknowledge Him as the Lord of your life?  I hope you will.

Father, help some to understand the Truth through the Holy Spirit, that they may believe on Christ and receive Him as Lord.  Then, we know, the Spirit will teach them and lead them in Your way, that they may surrender all to the control of our living Lord.  For we ask these things in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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