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Who Is A Christian?  


 Dr. J. Allen Blair

The term “Christian” has been battered and torn for many centuries.  There are some far out ideas about who is a Christian.  Well, who actually is a Christian?  I’ll have more.

The term “Christian” is being used today by those of practically every brand of theological persuasion.  If it were not so serious, it would be laughable to consider what some people believe to be a Christian.  Almost every one you meet probably claims to be a Christian; and, yet, when you ask “What does it mean to be a Christian?” the answer given is about as fanciful as anything could be.

The term “Christian” has a very definite connotation.  To understand its meaning, you must of necessity go to the Bible.  It is not a question of what does one think a Christian is, it is what does the Bible say he is.  We find in the Scriptures that followers of Christ were first called Christians at Antioch.  It is believed that this name was given to Christians in derision.  They were looked upon by unbelievers and considered as the scum of the earth.  Thus, they were called “Christ-ians;” that is, “the people who had Christ within.”

Christians were willing to forsake all to follow Christ, even to the extent of being willing to die for Christ.  They recognized Christ as the Messiah who had come actually:  God manifest in the flesh.  They believed that His death on the Cross was not an accident, but a divine appointment whereby He died for the sin of all who would put faith and trust in Him.  They were aware of the fact and believed that He rose again from the grave and that He ascended into Heaven and was seated at the right hand of the throne of God.  Likewise, they believed that He would someday come again to judge the living and the dead.  This is what these people believed at Antioch, who were first called Christians.

Take my word for it, true Christians believe essentially the same things today.  But, my, what a hodgepodge we find among those who “say” they are Christians.  There are ordained ministers teaching in our seminaries and preaching in our pulpits who do not know what the Bible teaches about Christians.  In fact, I have even heard some ministers describe themselves as Christian Atheists.  For many, the claim of “Christian” embraces good works (social work and clean living) only.  True, all of these are the result of being a Christian, but one becomes a Christian by receiving Christ.  Small wonder, with all that is going on under the heading “Christian,” that searchers for truth are confused when they hear the expression “Christian.”  Some of them think that Christianity has been tried and failed.  Just the opposite, there are multitudes of people who have not tried true Christianity and, to be sure, it has not failed.

The kingdom Christ talked about was not of this world.  That is the reason why the Jews of His own day turned against Him.  They were willing and ready to embrace a king who would set up His kingdom on the earth and deliver them from the bondage of the much hated Romans.  But, when our Lord did not preach insurrection against Rome and did not raise an army to overthrow the Roman legion, many that were interested at first turned against Him.  He talked about changing men’s lives, rather than recreating society as a whole.  It was then that the Jews rose up and demanded of the Roman authorities that He be crucified.

It would be a happy day if all of those who are parading under the banner of Christianity, who openly and boldly deny the doctrines Christ proclaim, would disassociate themselves completely from Christianity and freely admit that they are proclaiming something quite foreign to what Christ taught.  True Christians would be a small minority, but Christianity would be far more potent than it is under the present circumstances.  The voice of the true Christian would then be heard, rather than being lost amidst the confusion of our day.

I personally believe it is the height of moral and intellectual dishonesty for a preacher to enter the pulpit of a Christian church to propagate anything that is un-Christian or does not exalt Jesus Christ.  It is wrong for anyone to take a few teachings of Jesus out of their context to advance one’s personal ideas.  Indeed, one of these days, the judgment of God will come upon these individuals and there will be no escape from this error.

Now the question:  Are you a Christian?  Of course I mean, are you a true follower of Jesus Christ?  Do you believe that He died for your sins on the Cross and that He rose again?  Have you received Him into your life as your Savior and Lord?  Are you depending upon Him, day by day, to be your strength and help?  Remember, this is what it means to be a Christian.

In Colossians 1:27, we read, Christ in you, the hope of glory.  Those who receive Christ have the assurance of life eternal.  Life to them is more than a few decades of struggle and sadness in a confusing and perplexing world.  When one receives Christ, heaven begins immediately (though on this earth he only gets a mere taste of it).  The best is yet to come, for heaven is to be in the presence of Christ.  What could be more wonderful than to spend eternity with the Son of God?

We know very little about heaven.  God has not told us everything, but we know enough to understand that the place He has prepared for those who love Him will far surpass anything we have ever experienced on this earth.  Christ loves everyone and He will receive anyone who will come to Him and put faith and trust in Him.  In fact, He invites everyone to turn to Him for salvation.   Listen to Matthew 11:28-30, where Jesus said, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  What did He say?  Ye shall find rest unto your souls.  You can’t find rest outside of Jesus Christ.  We are in a world of turmoil and wherever you live, whatever your condition, I know that you are living in this world of turmoil and you need deliverance which only the Son of God can give.

May I invite you, if you never have, to turn to Jesus Christ at this very moment and claim Him as you Lord?  Be assured, He will forgive you of all your sin.  He will blot out the past and give you new life with new hope.  You will be a new born babe, spiritually speaking, with a blessed future with Jesus Christ as your Master.  You won’t know everything, but you will know that of greatest importance:  That you are saved and on your way to heaven.  Take Christ into your life and let Him be your Lord.

Blessed God, we thank You for our Redeemer and Lord, Jesus Christ.  We thank You that He died for us.  We thank You that You have provided a new and living way for all who will trust in Him.  Grant that some listening will trust in Him now, for we ask in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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