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        How to Face Trouble

   Dr. J. Allen Blair

Are you finding life to be pretty difficult?  Does it seem like your suffering is more than you deserve?  Well, don’t leave us because we are devoting the next several minutes to try to lighten your burden.  Hello, I am Allen Blair for Glad Tidings.

A little girl was watching a farmer taking his flock of sheep down a steep hill to the river below.  Excitedly, she cried, “He’s going to let them get drowned!”  Her brother, who was a little older and wiser, replied, “Do you think he would lead those sheep where they could be hurt?  Why! they belong to him.”

You and I, who are in Jesus Christ, are God’s sheep.  As we face some of the difficult hours of life, it would seem beyond question that we are going to be hurt; but, never forget it, we belong to Him.  Christ is our Lord.  We are the sheep of his pasture.  We are told, in John 10:4, When he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.  Our Lord never leads us into disaster.  It may be necessary for Him to lead us over some difficult paths, but He will be with us and will never leave us.  For this reason, we need never become restless and fretful.

Restlessness and fretfulness deprive many believers of God’s care and love.  In Ecclesiastes 2:23, we read of the worldly minded that his heart taketh not rest in the night.  This is also vanity.  Then, in Psalm 37:7, the psalmist declared, Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him:  fret not thyself . . .   Restlessness and fretfulness are opposed to godliness.  We are not to be restless and fretful, for God says (in Hebrews 13:5), Be content with such things as ye have.  This means if you are suffering, be content.  If you have financial problems, be content.  If you are perplexed about the future, be content.  You say “That’s not easy.”  Of course it isn’t; but, in the same verse in Hebrews 13 we also read the words of our Lord as He says, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  That changes the whole picture, doesn’t it?  I need not be restless or fretful, for God is caring for me.  I can trust Him and so can you.  You can rely on His promises 100 percent.  People make promises, but we can’t always depend on them.  Thank God for faithful loved ones and friends on whom we can depend, but they are few in number.  One thing is sure, however, you can always depend on the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will never let you down.  From the moment of your salvation, you belong to Him and He will never fail you.  Thus, we can say with David in the words of Psalm 71:1, In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust.

Trust Him when dark doubts assail thee;  

Trust Him when thy strength is small;

Trust Him when to simply trust Him,

Seems the hardest thing of all.  

Trust Him, He is ever faithful;

Trust Him, for His will is best;  

Trust Him, for the heart of Jesus,

Is the only place to rest.  

Trust Him, then, through cloud and sunshine;  

All thy cares upon Him cast, 

Til the storms of life are over,

And the trusting days are past.

While traveling by boat in the midst of a severe storm, one man was unusually composed and cheerful while the others around him were upset and fearful.  Some asked, “How is it that you seem to be so perfectly calm in the midst of this storm?  Do you ride the ship often?”  “No,” he said, “I am a Christian; I am trusting God for His care.”  And then, he added, “Were the ship to sink, I would drop gently into the hollow of my Father’s hands, for He holds the waters there.”

How often we talk of God’s care and provision; but, when it really comes to the test, we seem like the people of the world who go all to pieces.  We forget what we have read from the Scriptures.  Oh, if only, somehow, we could keep the words of Psalm 91:2 before us.  I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.  Keep in mind that we have a great God.  He is not a puny little god that might be asleep when we need him most.  We read of Him in 2 Chronicles 16:9.  The eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.  God sees everything.  He knows everything.  Thus, no matter what your circumstances are, He is there with you and knowledgeable about all that you are suffering.  He feels your pain and agony.  But, even more than this, realize that God has permitted you to be in your present circumstances for a very special purpose.  Just what that purpose is, none of us are in a position to imagine.  You may have been placed there by the Lord to train and discipline you for higher developments of faith.  

We are told, in Romans 5:3-5, that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope:  And hope maketh not ashamed.  Here are three marvelous gifts:  patience, experience and hope.  How do we get these gifts?  Through tribulation.  We need tribulation.  We learn great lessons in the midst of our tribulation.  Thus, we ought not to shun it and try to get out of it, but endure it patiently with the Lord, knowing that we belong to Him.  We can take consolation in a wonderful truth that God will never lead us where His grace will not sustain us.  In every situation of life, He declares, My grace is sufficient for thee.   No where in the Bible does God promise immediate deliverance from our trials; but He does promise sufficient grace to meet the need.  So, then, child of God, rest in the Lord.   Trust Him, i If you belong to Him. Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Of course, some of you listening to me do not belong to Him.  You belong to Satan because you have never been born again.  Satan is a liar and a deceiver.  He will lead you to hell.  Let me encourage you to claim a new master, Jesus Christ, the Lord, the Son of God.  He always speaks the truth and He will lead you to heaven.  It could very well be that you are suffering your present trial that you might look up to the Son of God and be saved.  Receive Jesus Christ into your life, right now, and find in Him God’s very best.  Don’t wait.  Time is running out.  Now is the time for you to come to Christ.  Will you do it?  I hope so.

Dear Lord, our Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your gracious care of Your own.  Be with those who are being tested today, especially those who love You.   Undertake for them in their time of need, I pray.  And, for those who are not really Yours, grant, Heavenly Father, that today will be the day when they will turn to Jesus and be saved.  I ask this in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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