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Courtship and Marriage (Part 1)
      Dr. J. Allen Blair

Nothing is more necessary than any of us than a personal relationship to Jesus Christ.  If we know Him, there comes then a moral responsibility to live for Him and establish homes that honor and glorify Him.   I hope this is true of your home.

Probably, there is no greater institution in society than the home.  What our government is, what our schools are, what the future of the world will be, depends upon the kind of homes we have.  Because of the vital importance of the home, I should like to begin a series of messages on this subject - dealing with such topics as courtship, marriage, the relationship of husband and wife in the home, children, family worship, and divorce.  My primary interest is not really to tell you what I think about these important phases of the home, but to tell you what the Bible teaches:  What does God have to say in His word?  

To me, it seems that the logical place to begin our thoughts about the home would be with the important teenage years of youth.  Many homes have been shattered in latter years because of the uncontrolled, lustful practices of teenagers.  This is one of the reasons why it is so essential that young people come to know the Lord Jesus Christ early in life.  Weak in themselves, they need power from God to overcome the devil and his subtle appeals to the flesh.  How necessary that every young man and young woman heed the words of Ecclesiastes 12:1.  Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.  What tragedy could be averted; what sorrow could be avoided; what embarrassment and heartache would be unknown, if young people would give the Lord Jesus Christ a chance to work in their lives.

We are living in a day when many young people have no regard for God or discipline in the home.  Mother and dad are looked upon as “squares.”  Morals have been abolished.  Sex seems to be the predominate interest in the life of many teenagers.  But, lest we overlook something of importance, may I say, all the blame should not be placed on our young people.  In thousands upon thousands of cases, thoughtless and inconsiderate parents are to blame.  They have failed to establish God-honored homes.  Their own failure to honor the Lord has been easily discernible by their children.  Not only have they failed to honor the Lord in their personal lives, but they have neglected to rear their children for God.  Then, when trouble and shame come, they ask “Why did God allow this to happen to me?” 

While speaking at a meeting away from home, I stopped in a restaurant after an evening meeting to get a bite to eat.  Sitting near by were four young girls about the ages of 15 and 16.  Between puffs on cigarettes, they were casting wistful glances and saying suggestive things to the young men who passed.  Finally, four young fellows drove up in a car and entered the restaurant.  They quickly invited the girls to go along for a ride.  It was quite obvious that this is what the girls had been waiting for.  Need I say more?  Four young fellows and four young girls starting out in a car at 10:30 at night were certainly not headed in God’s direction.

My first inclination was to condemn the four girls who seemingly had no respect for themselves.  Then, I pitied them as I realized the sorrowful consequences that result from such living.  But I also thought about the parents.  I wondered if they had fulfilled their responsibility as parents.  Obviously, they had not.  Of course, it was a little late to do much now.  But what had the parents done for those girls all through childhood?  Were they led in the way of the Lord?  Were they taken to Sunday school and church every week?  It’s doubtful.  If you are a mother or father, are you being the kind of parent God would have you to be?  Are you leading your child to heaven or to hell?  The Bible says, in Proverbs 22:6, Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old he will not depart from it.  Be sure you are putting God first in the home and, my friend, He will  honor you for it.

Let me say to every teenager, every potential home-builder, courtship days are important days.  Rarely, has there ever been a successful and happy marriage without a normal period of getting acquainted and understanding each other better.  Courtship does not mean (as many think) a time for the practice of sex.  The fulfillment of the sex instinct (which is one of the strongest drives God has given) is not for courtship, but for marriage.  No where in the Bible is there the slightest suggestion that the unmarried are to assume undue liberties in courtship.  In Hebrews 13:4, we read, Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.

God has implanted the sex desire in every human.  The desire for love, marriage, a home and children are normal and natural.  God has given us the biological desire for marriage and a family.  The sex desire is not an evil and wicked thing (as some have suggested).  It is only evil and wicked when perverted: when God’s principles and laws are ignored.  Indeed, there is much perversion in our day.  Cheap, demoralizing magazines and booklets that glamorize and glorify sex perversion are sold at practically every news counter throughout our land.  Movie screen and TV have cheapened and degraded the value and holiness of sex.  This, and much more, has been one of the devil’s traps to ensnare the souls of many of our youth.  But, in spite of all the attempts of the wicked to pervert sex, let us remember, in its God-given purpose it is just holy and good.  We read, in 1 Corinthians 7:1-2, It is good for a man not to touch a woman.  Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband.  

Sex is looked upon lightly by many young people in our day.  It seems to be the usual thing for a fellow to take a girl out on a date and, after spending a little money on her, expect to receive something in return at the end of the evening.  If this is the case, the wise young lady will soon drop such a boy from her list.  May I say to every young lady listening, keep yourselves for the man that God has prepared for you.  Don’t sell out to the devil, as many have already.  The best way to refrain from danger is to stay away from anyone or anything that might lead you into temptation.  

There is nothing more wonderful on this earth for a young woman and a young man in Jesus Christ to fall in love and to experience God’s love together.  Courtship should be a period in which the sincere love for each other is discovered and tested.  It should be a time when young people fellowship together with plenty of activity, enjoying things together.  It is a time to converse and have fun in an effort to determine the compatibility of each other’s interests, principles and convictions.  Young people ought to go places together and really enjoy each other.  Of course, they ought to keep decent hours and never go anyplace where their testimony for Christ will be hindered or questioned.  Likewise they should be careful never to permit themselves to be put in places where temptation is made easy.

In all things, it is important for Christian young people to keep several verses of Scripture in their thinking.  One is found in 2 Timothy 2:22 --  Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  The other is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:4 -- That every one of you should now how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour.  The child of God should walk with the Lord at all times and do only those things that glorify the Lord, for the Christian is not really his own possession.  The Bible declares that we are bought with a price.  (1 Corinthians 6:20.)  For this reason, we are to glorify God in our bodies and souls.  We further read, in 1 Corinthians 10:31, Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  Believers in Christ have a high calling.  We are not to imitate the world with all of its loose morals and godless living.  We are to live well-pleasing in the sight of the Lord, in thoughtfulness and consideration for others.  

And, my young friend, if you have never taken Christ into your life, now is the time to do it.  God loves you and He wants to save you and this will be the best preparation for marriage you could ever possibly make.  Well, if you don’t know Him, come to Him.

Our Father, we pray for young people today.  We know it is difficult for them.  They have many, many temptations; but we know that the arm of the Lord is not shortened:  When one knows You, he can trust You for all things, for You never fail.  Have your way in young lives, I pray, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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