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Engagement and Marriage (Part 2)       Dr. J. Allen Blair

Thank you for joining with us for Glad Tidings.  This is Allen Blair and it is a privilege to have this fellowship with you.  Successful marriages don’t simply happen.  They demand preparation and much planning.  

Suppose two young people fall in love and, after a normal courtship period with much prayer about the matter, feel that God has intended them for each other.  Probably, the next step, if they are of a reasonable age, would be the engagement.  It should always be remembered, however, that engaged couples are not married couples.  How many engaged couples have failed to follow God and have yielded to temptation only to discover that their love for each other was marred for life.  Even though they proceeded to get married, their guilt could not be banished from their minds.  Frequently, after marriage, during disagreements they accuse each other of being the guilty one in the sin of the engagement period.  Often, when engaged couples transgress the law of God, they lose respect for each other, love dwindles and the engagement is broken.  But, the memory of the tragedy is never forgotten.  

Let me urge every young man and young woman listening to me to put God first in all things and you will have nothing to fear.  Sin has its wages.  They are costly.  God declares, in Galatians 6:7, Be not deceived; God is not mocked:  for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  On the other hand, righteousness has its rewards.  He that doeth the will of God abideth for ever, the Bible says.  

I am not asking that we face temptation in our own strength.  This is not only foolish but impossible.  The love of Christ constraineth us.  We are physically and spiritually weak, but when we know the Lord, we become more than conquerors through him.  

Maybe you have found it difficult to overcome temptation.  You have tried and tried, but each attempt brings worse defeat.  Maybe you want to do the right thing.  Your intentions are good, but, repeatedly, you fail.  Let me be very frank.  Have you really been born again?  You may go to church; read your Bible and pray.  But, have you had a real heart experience with God?  Have you definitely realized the transforming power of Jesus Christ by sincerely inviting Him to come into your life?  It is here that new life begins.  It is a matter of decision.  If you have never received Christ, do it right now.  And, then, seek His will for your life.  

As you seek to live for the Lord, get active in a good Bible-teaching church.  Be sure you get in a church that has a worthwhile program designed to reach the lost for Christ.  Spend your spare time with other believers - there is far less temptation with the Lord’s people than with the devil’s crowd.  God says, Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  I am not suggesting that you will be free from temptation among Christians, nor am I intimating that Christians do not, sometimes, fall into horrible sin and immorality.  What I am saying is, there will be less likelihood of temptation among Bible-believing Christians who have Christ as their goal and objective.

In the final analysis, the important matter is our own personal walk with the Lord.  We cannot follow humans.  We must keep our eyes on the Lord and do His will.  Follow Him and you will not go in the wrong direction.  Even if you look to David, you will soon be disappointed.  If you look at Jeremiah, Peter, Matthew, or any of the other Bible characters, you will see their flaws.  But, look to Jesus Christ.  Examine all you can about Him.  You will not find any fault with Him.  For this reason, I say, follow Him.  Let Him be the Lord of your life.  Abstain from all appearance of evil.  And the very God of peace sanctify your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, Paul wrote.  

Having considered, now, the subject of courtship and its relationship to a happy home, let’s think further about preparing for marriage.  There is much written on this subject.  A little of it is helpful, some of it is definitely harmful and much of it is without real value.  There is a book, however, which has never disappointed anyone who has read it with the sincere desire to practice its counsel.  That book is the Bible.  

So much of the secular literature on marriage deals merely with surface factors.  It is understandable why it fails to help because, so often, it simply tells what husband and wife should do, rather than what they should be.  Few of the popular writers have anything to say about the condition of one’s spiritual life in marriage.  The Bible deals with the hidden things of the heart which can easily ruin marriage at its source.  For this reason, I believe the Bible is the greatest book available on the subject of marriage.  Thos who read it carefully and prayerfully with the desire to heed its instructions will find it most profitable in directing true believers throughout their entire marriage relationship.

The One who gave us the Bible is also the One who made marriage possible.  He created the first man.  In order that Adam might be a complete man, God created a wife for him.  To this first wedded couple, God declared, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.  It was, at this time, through His mercy and love that God established marriage as a holy and beautiful institution for man’s welfare and happiness.  

The primary and significant factor in marriage is that those who would enter this blessed relationship personally know the Lord Jesus Christ who established it.  It is not enough that one of the contracting parties of the marriage relationship be a believer.  For happiness, both must love Christ and desire to do His will.  The Bible is unmistakably clear, Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers:  for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?  And what concord hath Christ with Be’lial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?  It is impossible for the saved and the unsaved to have fellowship.  Though they may experience friendship, they cannot possibly know the joy of the fellowship of the oneness of God realized by true believers in Jesus Christ.  

I have known Christians to disregard this important principle while madly in love with someone.  “He is such a wonderful man,” they say, “so kind and thoughtful.  He is not a Christian now, but I know he will become a Christian after we get married.  I know he will go to church with me then.”  How many have discovered (only after it was too late) that love for a wife is not enough to transform the beliefs and habits of an unsaved man.  Only Jesus Christ can do this.  It is far better to have salvation settled before marriage than to be sorry ever after.  

But, even though those contemplating marriage may be true born again Christians, this is not the only factor to be considered.  There must be an honest, genuine love for each other.  This is more than physical attraction.  Physical attraction is essential; but, in itself, it provides an unsatisfactory basis for a happy marriage.  This is the danger of sexual liberties among unmarried couples.  Sex attraction is mistaken for love.  Later, because of lack of love, marriage proves to be a sorrowful disappointment.  Young people who are really in love will desire each other’s company not for physical pleasure, but for the joy of being together.  And, my friend, if you have never received Jesus Christ into your life and into your heart, you will never be able to take Him into your home until you really know Him.  That’s why I invite you, right now, to receive the Son of God as your Savior and Lord.   Then, write and tell us about your decision and we’ll get some helpful literature in the mail to you and you will find this to be a stimulus for further growth in the Christian life.  So, make your decision now, write your note to us and we’ll be happy to send this literature to you with no obligation whatsoever.

Let’s bow together in prayer.  Heavenly Father, we thank You for the privilege we have of sharing together in the Name of the Son of God.  And we pray for many who are contemplating marriage, that they may recognize the seriousness of this relationship.  And grant, our Father, that they may be prepared especially in the heart to be joined to the one they profess to love.  We ask it in the name of Jesus.   Amen.
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