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  Preparing for Marriage (Part 3)   Dr. J. Allen Blair

Greetings, friend, welcome to our few minutes of meditation and music.  I am Allen Blair and I want to share a few more thoughts on preparation for marriage.  This is an extremely important topic, so please keep listening.

In my last message, we were considering courtship and preparation for marriage.  There are some other things of vital importance that should also be said along this line.  Young people should go together long enough to be sure they are in love.  One reason why hasty marriages end just about as quickly as they begin is that there was never really any true love.  When Charles Kingsley died, Mrs. Kingsley had carved on her famous husband’s monument these never to be forgotten words:  We have loved.  We now love.  We shall love.

Marriage can only be successful as it is held together by love.  Occasionally, some “think” they are in love, but the real purpose of their marriage is to escape an unhappy home situation.  Or, perhaps they fear if they do not decide quickly, they may not have another chance to get married.  What a tragedy!  Love is most usually unknown in such marriages.  Sometimes, after the engagement, one comes to realize that he is not actually in love.  For fear of embarrassment and what people might think, he proceeds with the marriage anyway.  It is far better to suffer the temporary embarrassment of a broken engagement than the lifelong consequences of a broken heart.  It is wiser to drop the marriage than face the misery.

Those who know the Lord and seemingly love each other should also spend much time in prayer - both together and separately -- to be sure of God’s definite leading in the matter.  The Christian should not make any decisions without the Lord’s guidance.  This is never more true than in planning for marriage.  The Bible says, Be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.  The Lord will lead us if we are willing to follow.  It may be, after praying about the matter, that it will become clear that the mate who was thought to be God’s choice is not the right one after all.  Though difficult, give him or her up immediately.  God will provide the strength and the grace.  The most miserable people in the world are Christians outside of the will of God.

A couple anticipating marriage should be certain, also, that they agree on the principles of a Christian home.  Bible reading, church attendance, family devotions, and other important Christian practices, should be considered in detail.  Nothing should be taken for granted.  Love may be blind, but very often it begins to see after marriage.  The matter of children should be discussed freely by engaged couples.  Children are very important in successful marriages.  God says, in Psalm 127:3-5, Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.  As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.  Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them.  It has been evidenced that married couples who do not have children are more likely to have a divorce.  It has been well said that “baby fingers hold fathers and mothers together.”  

All who enter the marriage relationship should realize that it is a lifetime transaction.  It is until death do us part.   Marriage is not an experiment and should never be entered on a trial basis; it is for life.  Youth and beauty may fade with the years.  Sickness or poverty may come.  Problems, disagreements and disappointments may arise.  Regardless of the circumstances, all who marry should never lose sight of the fact that marriage is until death breaks the bond.  Let no one enter the marriage state hastily.  Only after much patient, prayerful waiting can one know God’s will.  It is far better not to marry at all than to do so without the Lord’s clear leading and direction.

Another question that often arises relative to marriage is the proper age.  How old should young people be to have a happy marriage?  Well, it is exceedingly difficult to set a particular age standard that will fit everyone.  Some young people mature more rapidly than others.  One’s background must also be considered, such as training, experience, and preparation to make a living.  Statistics show that teenage marriages fail more often than those established in the early 20’s.  It is my feeling that a young man ought to be at least 22 or 23 years of age and a young lady ought to be at least 19 or 20.  Some place the ages lower, and others higher.  I would be careful to place them higher, but no lower.  Marriage is an extremely serious transaction and demands mature minds to cope with its present day complexities.

It may be necessary, in some cases, to delay marriage.  Accept this as God’s will.  Remember, God makes no mistakes.  I was engaged to the one who is now my wife.  We made all the plans for our wedding and, finally, set the date.  I was in the business world at the time and suddenly felt constrained of God to enter the Gospel ministry.  We prayed much about the matter.  It seemed to be the Lord’s unmistakable leading to delay our marriage for three years, at least, until I finished the first step of my preparation.  This we willingly did, though the greater part of that time we were separated by 1,000 miles.  It was not easy, but we are sure God’s will was done.  We feel that much of the blessing we have enjoyed together during the past 48 years has been the result of putting the Lord first in our marriage plans.

There may be other reasons for delaying marriage.  Sickness may arise during the engagement period.  Suppose, because of serious illness or disease, it might prove dangerous for a girl to have children (at least temporarily) -- she certainly ought not to consider marriage at the time.  There may be other reasons that arise because of physical complications that would make it necessary to wait or even drop the subject or marriage altogether.  Those who marry should, as far as possible, give each other a sound healthy body.  

Nothing has been said thus far about finances.  Perhaps I might surprise you when I say I consider this to be one of the requisites of lesser importance.  I hope you will not misunderstand.  Certainly, it costs to live -- They say two can live as cheaply as one; but, we hasten to add, only half the time.  We must use wisdom and discretion about finances.  Yet, if two young people are Christians, truly in love, in good health, with a willingness to work, and (after serious meditation and prayer about the matter) feel led to get married, surely God will take care of the material needs.  God tells us, For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills . . . for the world is mine, and the fullness thereof.  What have we to fear when we are children of the Creator of the world?  Those who are in love do not need a large bank balance and a sizable income for marital happiness.  In fact, some who have both of these are still searching for happiness.  It is of utmost importance to be in the will of God and led by Him.  Meet God’s standards in marriage and you will have nothing to worry about.  He promise, Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways, acknowledge him and he shall direct thy paths.

But, in conclusion, I remind you again that the most important asset for any marriage is to be saved and to know it.  This is the first requisite.  And, friend, if you are not saved, whether you are contemplating marriage or not, I invite you to turn to Jesus Christ right now and find in Him life eternal.  And, on this side of heaven, you will have blessing unknown.  Trust Jesus as your Savior, your Redeemer, and experience the joy of eternal salvation.

Father God, I thank You for another privilege to share Your word with those who are listening.  May it be beneficial to heart; and grant that Jesus Christ may become Lord to many.  We ask it in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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