(Tape No. 221)       The Husband and Marriage (Part 4)
         Dr. J. Allen Blair

Marriage results in serious responsibilities for both husbands and wives.  I want you to think with me today of what husbands should be doing in the home.  

In the Scriptures, God has outlined very clearly the duties of husbands and wives in marriage.  It is quite obvious that there are certain obligations for men that were not intended for women.  Likewise, the woman has certain responsibilities not committed to men.  In the marriage relationship, the husband is the God-appointed head of the home.  We read, in Ephesians 5:23, For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body. 

God said to the first woman, Eve, Thy desire should be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.  The headship of the husband over the wife is not that of a tyrant.  The wife is not expected to be a slave.  It is a leadership of love like Christ’s reign over the Church.  The man is to be the high priest of the home to execute God’s rule and will.  He is the protector and provider for his wife and family.  Every husband, by virtue of marriage, is given these responsibilities under God for the physical, moral and spiritual welfare of his home.

God has given the husband a high calling.  He is especially commanded to love his wife, as set forth in Ephesians 5:25.  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.  What a tremendous responsibility the Lord has placed upon men in this important responsibility of love.  With love such as the love of Christ being shown in the home, how could there ever be such a thing as divorce?  There rarely is, where men love their wives as God has commanded.  In fact, the husband (as the head of the house) is responsible unto God to do everything possible to hold the home together.  In Matthew 19:5, we read that a man shall leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh.  It is the man’s supreme task to keep this holy union in tact.  The expression cleave to his wife suggests that he is obligated to make his marriage a success.  

It is regretful that many men do not realize what it means to be the head of the home.  They think it means to be the boss.  It is not this at all.  God has charged them to keep the home together by love and kindness, even as the Lord Jesus tenderly and lovingly watches over and sustains His Body, the Church.  Much of the sorrow resulting from broken homes is the fault of husbands who have failed to fulfill their place of leadership.  Children who have become delinquent, friction among loved ones, and marital unhappiness, all necessarily accuse the husband -- for he is the one whom God has appointed as the head of the home.  Of course, no husband could ever fulfill such a high calling in his own strength.  The job is too big.  God never intended that any human attempt it in himself.  In portraying the husband’s relationship to the wife as being similar to that of Christ and the Church, God says that it is affected by the washing of water by the word.  The written word, the Bible, is the instrument the Living Word (Christ Jesus) uses to perfect His Bride (the Church).  Likewise, the Bible is the Book that should provide the wisdom for the tremendous task of leadership in the home.  For this reason, the husband who would do his job well ought to know Jesus Christ and, in addition, spend time studying God’s word each day.  He should study to shew himself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  To be a good husband, he ought to know the Bible as well as he knows his business or his trade.  

We read, in Isaiah 38:19, the father to the children shall make known thy truth.   How can a father make known God’s truth to his children unless he knows it himself?  He should study the word; live godly; and exalt Jesus Christ in everything.  Then, and only then, will he be a good father and a good husband.  To set standards for his wife and children and not follow them himself would make him a hypocrite.  He is not only to train up a child in the way he should go, but the father is to go that way himself.  He should walk with the Lord and do His will.  He should be faithful in church attendance.  He should supervise worship in the home: reading from the word of God and praying with the family.  

Men, ours is a tremendous responsibility.  If we neglect it, we shall fall far short of God’s blessing.  How just, how morally clean, how spiritually wise we should be if we are to fulfill our duties well.  This can only be accomplished as we surrender fully and completely to the power and control of Jesus Christ.

Could it be that you have been failing God and your family in being the kind of husband and father you should be?  Friend, resist no longer.  Yield yourself to Christ’s control.  And, if you’re not sure that you’re saved, you can do something about that right now.  Jesus Christ died on the Cross for your sins.  He paid the price that you could never pay.  He shed His blood to blot out all sin, including your sin.   Yes, every one of your sins.  God will completely cleanse your life from all sin if you will trust in His Son, Jesus Christ.  Will you do it right now?  Trust Him.  Say, “Jesus, I know you died for me.  I know that I am a sinner.   I know I am condemned to hell; but, I know, too, that Jesus paid the price for my sins and, right now, I trust Him and I know that I am on the road to heaven.”  God will meet you, if only you will come to Him.  Will you do it?   Now, tomorrow, we’re going to talk about wives and their responsibilities.  But, men, see that you fulfill your task in the home.

Our Heavenly Father, how we praise You for Yourself.  You have not left us to do the job alone.  We thank You for the indwelling Holy Spirit who leads us and guides us as we depend upon Him.  Father, lead many men today into a deeper experience, we pray.  And may Jesus Christ be praised, for we ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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