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  The Wife and Marriage (Part 5)          Dr. J. Allen Blair

Like the husband, the wife has her obligations in the home.  Not all wives seem to know what these obligations are.  Some try to assume the husband’s duties.  Please stay with us while we try to clarify the wife’s responsibilities in the home.

Having considered the husband’s responsibilities in the home, let’s think about the wife’s obligations.  As love should be the key word in the husband’s attitude toward his wife, submission is God’s command for the woman.  Throughout the Bible, we read that the woman is to lovingly submit to her husband.

We read, in Ephesians 5:22, Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  And, then, the 24th verse:  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.  In 1 Peter 3:1, God says, Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands.  You will note that this is a spiritual obedience on the part of the wife - as unto the Lord.  It is more than obedience to a man; such would tend toward man’s pride.  Actually, it is obedience to God, through the husband.  Christ is the object of this loving submission.  

The Bible also teaches that this submission should be in every thing.  God does not condone a wife’s disobedience to her husband under any circumstances.  The wife is to be subject to the husband in every thing, even as the Church is subject unto Christ. 

Sometimes, husbands restrict the wife’s liberties in worshiping God.  There have been husbands who were not in favor of Bible reading in the home.  I have known others who prevented their wives from giving any time in church work.  Some have restrained their wives from sharing financially in the Lord’s work.  Is the wife obligated to obey her husband in these things?  

No where in the Bible does God provide any exceptions for disobedience.  The wife must submit to the wishes of her husband, even though his demands may not always be pleasing.  Of course, if her husband is wrong, she will never be judged for this.  This is the husband’s problem, since he is the head of the wife.  If he fails the Lord in his leadership obligation in denying his wife the privilege of serving and honoring the Lord, the erring husband will be held accountable for his sin, but under no circumstance is the wife ever delivered from her obligation of obedience.  She must submit to her husband in her care of the house, in the rearing of the children, in the spending of money, in the company she keeps and in all that she does.  

Sometimes, the question is asked “If a believing wife has an unsaved husband, is she obligated to obey him in everything?”  When I say “everything,” I mean everything that is “right.”  No wife is obligated to obey her husband if it involves committing sin; but, if it is honoring to God, she is obligated to obey.  Maybe, she became a Christian after marriage; even so, she must obey her unsaved husband.  The Bible is clear on this.  First Peter 3:1-2, Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation (that is, the “behavior”) of the wives;  While they behold your chaste conversation (behavior) coupled with fear.  

These verses have to do with the husband who will not obey the word of God and refuses to come to Christ.  What should the wife do?  Should she plead and beg him to come to the Lord?  Should she nag him about salvation and church?  If it antagonizes him, she should be silent and by transformed living (rather than talk) show him that Christ is a wonderful Savior.  Sometimes unsaved husbands see so little of the life of Christ in their mate that they are driven from the Lord, rather than drawn to Him.  The wife who would win her husband to the Lord must be of a meek and quiet spirit which God declares (in 1 Peter 3:4) to be of great price. Living for Christ in the home can be of far greater value than hundreds of sermons.

Many present day women have little time for the Scriptural teaching of submission and obedience to their husbands.  God created the woman to be a help meet  for her husband.   Notice this is “m-e-e-t,” not “m-e-a-t.”  The woman is not a slave to cringe under the will of a man.  She is a help to meet unto him in every need and crisis of life.  God said, in Genesis 2:18, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him.  What a marvelous help the born again wife can be to her husband.

A Christian businessman of tremendous responsibility once said:

My hours are irregular, but no matter what time I get home I must have a talk with my wife.  She is always radiant and she is always the same.  I share the joys and victories of the day with her.  She always has something to say that multiplies the joys and makes the victories more precious.  And, if there have been any, I must share the grief and disappointments with her.  She always understands.  It may be that something she was reading from the Bible that very day will have a special bearing on my problem.  She will tell me about it and, in a little while, as she shares her love, faith and understanding with me, my anxiety and fear and worry are all gone.  I often tell her she is my chief consultant.

Well, indeed, this is a true picture of what God created every woman to be.  I know, on the other hand, that many women revolt strongly against the idea of loving submission.  They demand loyalty and even want to be the head of the house, in some cases.  Some want the deciding voice in everything.  Where men fail to assume their role as head of the home and where women fail to submit to their leadership and guidance, you will see a home in which confusion reigns.  There can be little blessing and happiness under such circumstances.  I have heard some women say “If you knew my husband, you would not expect me to submit to him.”  Of course, they should have discovered this in their courtship days or during the engagement period.  No woman should accept a man for marriage to whom she cannot pledge her life to obey.  God says “Submit.”  The obedient wife who faithfully follows the Lord, praying for her husband and living the life before him, may be sure God will undertake for her.  

Is your home what it should be for the Lord?  If you are a husband, are you wholly discharging your responsibility in loving your wife, even as Christ also loved the church?  If you are a wife, are you submitting yourself to your husband, as unto the Lord?  If either of you are failing the Lord (or each other) in these scriptural demands, you are living in disobedience to God.  It does not matter about your mate’s failure.  There is no room for retaliation in God’s plan.  You are accountable, not for your mate but for your own faithfulness.  If you are being unfaithful, God declares that it is sin and, be sure your sin will find you out (according to Numbers 32:23).  We also read, in Galatians 6:7-8, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  

Do not continue in failure.  Sit down with your mate.  Discuss the entire situation in the light of God’s word.  Face up to your individual responsibilities.  Pray together over the matter.  Confess your faults to each other and pledge loving cooperation.  Your home could become a little heaven.  Maybe love and happiness have departed.  They can return, if you will get right with the Lord.  If you have never received Jesus Christ into your life, do it now.  

True happiness is always a matter of the heart.  I don’t think I can emphasize the fact enough that the foundation of a truly happy marriage is dependent upon the devotion of both parties to Jesus Christ.  Usually, if the husband and wife love Christ with the whole heart, the normal problems that arise in our homes can (with some prayerful thought) be worked out, but not without Jesus Christ.  If you cannot say “Christ is my Savior and my Lord,” get that settled right now.  Ask Him to become this to you.

Our Father, we pray that the Holy Spirit may move in our hearts that our homes will be what they should be, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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