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Disagreements and Marriage (Part 6)       Dr. J. Allen Blair

Whether a person is saved or unsaved, he will have disagreements in his marriage.  There will be conflicts of one kind or another.  This is not easily avoided, but the question is “How can these conflicts be handled in the most equitable way?”  Don’t leave us because this is what we shall be considering today.

Sometimes, even ardent followers of Christ suffer sever difficulties in trying to experience marital harmony.  Though devoted to the Lord, they do not seem to be completely happy with each other.  How can such a condition be remedied?  

One important fact for married happiness that should be realized is the distinct difference between the outlook of woman and that of man.  For this reason, it is rather difficult to understand the opposite sex.  The husband usually looks at things from a cold, realistic point of view; while the wife, because of her natural makeup, considers things with affection and emotion.  If not realized and understood, these diversified approaches to life result in many disagreements in the household.

The husband has difficulty in understanding why his wife cannot face things with a business-like approach -- without so much feelings, stress and (sometimes) tears.  It is here that husbands must learn to be patient, considerate and kindly; for God says, in Colossians 3:19, Husbands love your wives, and be not bitter against them.  The husband should be loving (in spite of disagreement) and under no circumstances become angry.  Likewise, the wife should try to understand the husband’s point of view (realizing he is not, normally, an emotional being).   Paul admonishes the wife, in Ephesians 5:33 - and the wife see that she reverence her husband.  You may be quick to ask why God created man and woman with these differences.  I reply by saying for the same reason He created the woman for the man:  Man without woman is not complete, nor the woman without the man.  The cold, realistic point of view is not enough with which to face the peculiar problems of life.  This must be mellowed with the tender affection and sensitive emotion of the woman.  Realism without emotion is as valueless as emotion without realism.  

The husband and wife must learn to accept each other as they are.  This is why a suitable period for courtship and engagement are essential: so one may learn some of the weaknesses and failures of the intended mate.   If there are differences which seem difficult to reconcile, it should be understood that marriage cannot produce miracles.  It may be well to wait, or look for another mate, rather than enter a marriage that presents constant division from the beginning.  But, suppose one is already married and finds this true.  Then, he should pray daily that God will give strength and wisdom to overlook and forget differences.  It is well to major on the major and minor on the minor, rather than major on the minor and minor on the major (as some do).

In thinking, further, of a happy marriage, it is of vital importance that past sins and faults never be thrust at one’s mate.  If God has forgotten and forgiven our past, we should never seek to resurrect it in an attempt to beat down our mate.  This is a decided betrayal of the whole scheme of marriage which is love on the part of the husband and submission on the part of the wife.  The true believer should be forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forth unto those things which are before.  True love should forget the past completely and be concerned about the present.  To return to the flesh pots of Egypt in memory or conversation does not please the Lord.  He says, Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.  Regarding our mate’s past, under all circumstances, we must be kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

Another frequent failure that creates unhappiness in many Christian homes is the lack of loyalty on the part of a mate to keep family secrets.  Maybe you readily recognize a number of faults in your mate.  Let us say your judgment is true.  If both of you love Christ, it should be a matter for the throne of Grace.  Never discuss the faults or confidences of your loved one with someone else.  It is nobody’s business what your husband or wife is.  Take the problem to God.  He is concerned and He can provide the answer.  We must ever keep in mind, in the sight of God, husband and wife are not two individuals, but one.  They twain shall be one flesh, God says.  In betraying the mate, one betrays himself.  If you must tell someone and you really need help, see your pastor and discuss the problem with him.  God-fearing pastors are called of the Lord to help in such counseling needs.  Your pastor will gladly give you advice and share your burden in prayer.  

What is the best way to face the faults of our mate in the home?  Should one persist in talking about them constantly?  Certainly not.  Such an attitude will merely aggravate the problem.  Be slow to admonish.  If necessary to admonish, let it never be done in bitterness.  But even better than admonishing is faithful, consistent prayer.  If one has a distressing and disturbing fault, the first and best approach for the mate is to make it a serious matter of prayer.  Do Christians not believe Matthew 21:22? And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.  Is this only for some problems?  Does it not apply to marital problems, as well?  Surely it does.  God says, All things, whatsoever ye shall ask.  Be as serious in prayer about the matter as you are in concern and, before you know it, you will see a change.

One Christian friend tells how he began to pray seriously about a weakness in his wife’s attitude.  Two things resulted.  First, he found himself able to keep quiet when his wife would speak harshly about the matter.  He did not retaliate with unkind words as before. Usually, we do not speak unkindly to those for whom we pray.  Second, he found the problem slowly but surely being adjusted.  God heard and God answered.  There is power in prayer, dear friend.  Though all Christians know this, few really capitalize on it.  

Many times, it is not only the fault in our mate that needs changing, but the cause of the fault.  One should be understanding and considerate in trying to locate the real offender.  It may be nervous exhaustion, selfishness, pride, fear, an inferiority complex, or other things.  If necessary to admonish one’s mate, it should be done scripturally.  Those who reprove must be sure to examine their own heart first to be sure the fault is not in them.  So often, the fault in the offender is caused by a deeper deficiency in the apparently innocent one.  Those who would admonish must first of all pray:  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  The one who sincerely prays these words before admonishing his mate will certainly speak with wisdom and humility.

When a Christian discusses his feelings with his Christian mate, it is well to remember that both love the Lord and whatever is done or said should please and glorify Jesus Christ.  Paul tells us in Galatians 6:1, Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  When admonished, we should receive it humbly with a view to be willing to face the issue honestly in our hearts before God.  The flesh will normally revolt, seeking to pick out flaws in the other to silence the criticism.  Yet, if it disturbs our mate who loves us, then it must disturb God.  If it disturbs God, we should be willing to make a self-examination in the light of God’s word.  First Thessalonians 5:12-13 would certainly be applicable at this point:  And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you;  And to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake.  And be at peace among yourselves.

May God give you victory in the home, dear friend.  May Jesus be Lord not only of your life but of your home.  And, if you don’t know Jesus, now is the time to turn to Him.  He wants to save you for eternity and He wants to change you and then your home.  Let Him do it as we pray.

Father, have Your way in many hearts today and in many homes.  Glorify Your Name and we shall thank You for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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