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Appreciation and Marriage (Part 7)        Dr. J. Allen Blair

It happens all the time.  Often, we don’t know what a treasure we have until we don’t have it anymore.  This brings us to a very important word:  appreciation.  In other words, appreciate what you have, for soon you may not have it.

Frequently, the marriage relationship is strained because more emphasis is placed on a mate’s faults than the good qualities.  One little fault, if over-emphasized, can blind us to a dozen good qualities.  Someone tells of a husband who did not hang up his clothing as he should.  This was extremely annoying to his wife who was neat and tidy.  She nagged him constantly until, soon, she lost sight of the fact that her husband was a good provider, an ambitious worker and gentle and kind in the home.  He was deeply spiritual and an earnest servant in the Lord’s service.  Many Christian women would give anything if their unsaved husbands would reveal even a few of these good traits.  Yet, this poor wife had lost sight of all the blessing that was hers because of one fault she allowed to disturb her.

I also heard of another husband who complained so much about his wife’s cooking that he completely overlooked the fact that she was a wonderful mother, an efficient housekeeper, a sweet personality and a true and devoted mate.  If we were to remember to consider our own faults in the same manner as we condemn those of our mate, it would help matters.  Someone has said, “There is so much bad in the best of us and so much good in the worst of us that it doesn’t behoove any of us to talk about the rest of us.”  There is one word that goes a long way in married happiness.  It is forgotten so often.  What is it?  Appreciation.

Have you really appreciated your wife?  Have you really appreciated your husband?  Someone has said, “The heart of a beautiful marriage is appreciation:  The smile of understanding when everything has gone wrong; the kiss of assurance and encouragement; the loving greeting or caress, all help banish the care and stress of life.” There are so many things for which Christian couples may be thankful and appreciative that they have, actually, very little for which to complain.  

By the way, do you know what appreciation is?  It is love at work.  True love demands an outlet.  It is not silent, nor does it ever fail to help others.  It makes itself known in appreciative kindness.  One Christian wife tells of her gracious husband who finds something in her life every day for which to commend her -- small wonder that this home seems to reflect a bit of heaven.  

I suppose it would be difficult to find a home where there is no conflict of any kind.  Yet, does conflict have no value at all?  It can have value if it is properly analyzed, prayed about and considered.  Conflict in the Christian home, if faced wisely, may be used to bring loved ones closer together in Christ.  If the proper spiritual discernment is used, conflict may be utilized to glorify the Lord.  It may pave the way to discover pride, selfishness, thoughtlessness, neglect . . . resulting in a deeper love.  Those who feel that all conflict is wrong in married life often suppress their feelings; thus building up fear, dissatisfaction and, even, resentment.  

There should be a Christian approach to marital conflict.  If a disagreement and discussion should arise: Cease! until you have prayed together.  If you do not feel like praying, you are certainly not in a position to face a marriage problem.  The child of God should be ready to pray at all times.  The Spirit of God desires to exalt Jesus Christ in all that is discussed and considered.  As you discuss the problem, express your feelings and thoughts clearly but never unkindly.  Don’t go around in circles.  If it is necessary to discuss the past, decide what can be done about it and then forget it.  Be willing to do anything that will establish a happier and more successful marriage.  This may mean certain concessions on the part of one or both parties.  If so:  Submit! it is worth it for the sake of your marriage.  After things have been discussed freely and conclusions have been reached: End it! do not try to win an argument.   Let God care for the results; pray about it together; affirm your love for each other.  

Now, it may be that some of you don’t know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  May I say, again (as I have said many times on this broadcast), He is the source of all happiness.  If you were to put your faith and trust in Him, you would find that this is true.  With Him, you will be able to do all things, even make a success of your shaky marriage.  You see, God is able to do all things.  We’re not able to do all things.  We are weak and insufficient, but God is Almighty.  He is sufficient for any need of life and if we can trust Him and believe Him, He will do miracles.  It’s wonderful to sit back and watch God work.  So many times, we have tried to do things in our own strength and we have failed; but Jesus never fails.  

I hope if you don’t have Christ in your life that you’ll receive Him now.  This may be the biggest problem in your home.  Maybe your mate knows the Lord and you do not.  You think you do, but you don’t really know Him in your heart.  Oh friend, I urge you to turn to Christ and let Him change things in your home.  He can do what you could never possibly do.  Now is a good time to receive the Savior.  

Remember He loves you.  You say, “Well, look what my life has been.  Look what I’ve done.  I’ve been unfaithful.  I’ve done terrible things.  I have treated my children terribly . . .” Friend, God is in the forgiving business.  His grace is sufficient for any need of life.  He will forgive you of all sin, if only you will trust Him and believe on Him.  I hope you will because He is where you are and He wants to save you today and prepare you for all eternity.  

I hope you’ll let Him and, then, seek out a good church where you can be taught in the Word, where you can take your children to Sunday school and help them to grow strong in the Lord.  Do it, friend.  Don’t put this off.  Now is the time.  You could have a happy home.  Believe it.  Your home could be transformed if only you would allow God to transform your life.  This is where it all begins.  Do it, right now, as we pray together.

Our Heavenly Father, we think of many who are listening to this broadcast who have never been saved.  Possibly, Lord, many of these same people have difficulties in the home.  We know You can solve any problem.  We get into trouble when we try to solve these problems ourselves.  And, so, we pray for these friends, Father, that they may make a decision for Jesus Christ, right now.  And, then, follow Him and take Christ into the home, for we pray in His Name.  Amen. 
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