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Children and Marriage (Part 8)
         Dr. J. Allen Blair

Today, for the continuation of our series on the home and marriage, I want to think about children in the home.  Children are a very necessary part of family life.  

Another important phase of the home we must not overlook has to do with our children.  Children are the natural and normal fruitage of marriage.  We read, in Psalm 127:3-5 that children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.  As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.  Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them.  

Parenthood is instinctive.  It is as natural for a dedicated wife to want children as it is to desire food or rest.  Likewise, a man (who knows and loves the Lord) never quite feels like he has reached his best until the appearance of the firstborn.  What a God-given privilege it is to take part with Deity in the creation of a life.  But not only is parenthood a blessed privilege, it is also a serious obligation.  

Little children are wonderful.  They seem so innocent.  But, as every parent realizes, they are far from perfect.  They are indwelt by sinful desires and, early in life, they must be led to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Bible says, concerning children, they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies.  David declared, Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.  Every child has a natural inborn taint of sin.  If this sinful nature is not mastered by the only One who masters all sin:  Christ Jesus, it may ultimately lead to crime, murder, adultery, drugs and, in the end, hell.  For this reason, it is of supreme importance that parents know the Lord.  

They cannot lead their children from sin if they themselves have not been saved from sin.  Only after they have received Christ into their own hearts are they in a position to rear their children properly.  Actually, they are supposed to be God’s representatives to their children.  As God punishes and disciplines His children for their own good and welfare, so parents are commanded to properly discipline their children.  In Colossians 3:20, God says, Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.  When children do not obey their parents in all things, it is the obligation of the parent to see that they do.  

Some parents say that they prefer to rule by love rather than force.  Perhaps all of us would agree that, unquestionably, one of the foremost qualifications in properly rearing children is the need of love.  But, there are other essentials besides love.  The Bible says, He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.  Sincere love will not be devoid of effective discipline and punishment.  Is it not necessary for our Heavenly Father to correct His believing children at times?  We are told in Hebrews 12:6-7, Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  If ye endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the Father chasteneth not?  

In these days when our jails are crowded with young people, when our political leaders shudder to think of the problems thrust upon them, in many cases, the accusing finger points to careless parents who have failed their children and God.  The only answer to this almost uncontrollable situation is a return to the old-fashioned home with the Bible as its guide and discipline as its principle.  

In Ephesians 6:4, the Bible speaks to fathers, saying, And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  Now, the word nurture as used here means chastisement.  God commands all fathers to discipline their children and chasten them when they need it.  Abraham was a shining example of what a father should be in this respect.  God said of him, in Genesis 18:19, For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment.  Because Abraham was faithful in representing God before his children (in demanding obedience and reverence), the outcome was the one to be expected:  They kept the way of the Lord.  

On the other hand, Eli, the high priest, provides an example of a man who failed miserably in this respect.   Now, Eli was a good man.  He performed the duties of his office well, but he failed as a parent.  Eli had very feebly spoken against the adultery and greed of his sons.  They spurned his advice, but he did not discipline them.  Later, Samuel wrote, In that day I (the LORD) will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end.  For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not.  Because Eli did not restrain his children, because he did not make them obey, God said this sin would never be purged.  It is quite obvious, if he had disciplined his children in youth, he would have experienced less trouble in latter years.  

God tells us in His word to train up a child in the way in which he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.  The revised version states:  Even when he is old he will not depart from it.  This simply means that after a child has reached manhood or womanhood, he will continue on in the way of the Lord if he were properly trained in his youth.  I’ve heard parents say, “I reared my child right, but since he has grown he has departed from the Lord.”  They quote Proverbs 22:6 and say, “I know he will come back; God will bring him back.”  Well, friend, this is a misapplication of Scripture.  Proverbs 22:6 does not say he will “come back.”  The verse tells us, if children are properly trained in the way of the Lord, they will never depart.  

So often, blame is placed on wayward children when careless parents are the real cause.  They may have read the Bible in the home, had family worship and taken the children to church, but this is not enough.  Very often, I meet people who were reared in Christian homes but who have gotten away from the things of the Lord.  As I talk to them about the Lord, they seem to know all the answers:  they can quote Scripture, but they were pampered - they were allowed to have their own way.  They were not disciplined and corrected.  Today, the horrible result is that they have drifted from the Lord’s way.  

I hope those of you who are Christians who have children in your home will do some reflecting on this message.  And, if you happen to be a parent who has never received Christ, this is your first obligation.  You can’t train your children until you allow God to train you.  Receive Him into your heart, right now.

Father, we thank You for faithful parents who are leading their children in your way.  We pray for wayward sons and daughters today who have strayed.   God, bring them into the fold, we pray, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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