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Let’s Talk With God            Dr. J. Allen Blair

Prayer does not need proof, it only needs practice.  Anyone who has ever prayed with a heart right toward God does not need proof of prayer’s value, he has discovered that.  What most of us need to do is to take time to pray.

In Colossians 4:12, we are told of Ep’aphras, who was a consecrated, zealous saint of God.  In this particular verse, Paul writes of him, saying, Ep’aphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.  I like that.  Paul did not say of him that he labored fervently.  Certainly, such labor for Christ is to be commended.  But, here was a man who labored fervently in prayer.  He was a consecrated “prayer warrior.”  

God still has his prayer warriors, here and there.  There are shut-ins who have not seen the outside of their homes for years; and, yet, they labor fervently in prayer.  They mean so much to those who are out on the front lines giving forth the word of God.  Those busy in the Lord’s service know there are men and women behind them with a burden for prayer, holding them up before the Lord.  Without these dear, faithful friends, they would accomplish very little.  Never feel like there is nothing you can be doing.  You can be praying.  If God’s word is to be blessed, it must be seasoned with much prayer.  

Some who are in the thick of the battle giving forth the word of God each day regrettably have only a limited time to pray for the many requests for prayer that come to them, but the Lord has his own who are called to a specific ministry of prayer.  They recognize that God has not called them to preach, but to pray.  And, of course, preaching without prayer is valueless.

A few years ago, an evangelist named Leonard Ravenhill came to the United States.  Wherever he preached, the Holy Spirit moved upon hearts and there were great results as lives were transformed.  Ravenhill attributed a large share of the success of his preaching to a red-cheeked, twinklly-eyed Irishman who accompanied him.  Not that the Irishman himself had special powers, but rather the fact that he was a man of faith who knew how to talk to God.  This made the difference.  Called “the praying plumber of Lisbon, North Ireland,” Tom Hare had laid down his plumbing tools to give himself to prayer for Ravenhill’s meetings.  For years he had prayed all night several nights a week, in addition to hours of prayer during each day.  In their campaigns, Ravenhill was the evangelist, Tom the prayer warrior - a scriptural balance indeed.  The audiences saw little if Irish Tom, for as sinners and backslidden Christians squirmed under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, Tom was kneeling and talking to God in his Irish brogue in an adjacent room.  Even though unseen, the praying plumber was having a vital part in the reaching of souls.  Undoubtedly, Leonard Ravenhill’s messages would have been blessed without Tom Hare’s fervent prayers, but surely not in the same measure.

Prayers of faith undergird servants of God, providing that extra power needed to wing the Gospel into spiritually darkened minds and hearts to bring conviction and new life.  Prayer gives the servant liberty, binds Satan and gives abundant fruit.  I am sure many of you already know what I am telling you about prayer; but, is it not true, often times we who are Christians fail to do what we know we should be doing?  Please hear me.  If we are to be more than conquerors for Christ in these days, we can only do it as there is much prayer going up from the hearts of the Lord’s people.  A great door and effectual is opened to the preaching of the word in these days; but, as Paul said (in 1 Corinthians 16:9), there are many adversaries.  These many adversaries can only be removed from the way by using New Testament instruments of warfare.  Paul says (in 2 Corinthians 10:3-4), For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds.)  One of the most useful weapons we have available to break down and destroy the Satanical barriers that confront us is prayer.  There are no limits as to what might be accomplished if we were to give ourselves, sincerely, to much prayer.  We would worry less and exercise greater faith, were we to take the time we should to wait on the Lord at the throne of grace. 

It was J. Hudson Taylor who said that prayer power has never been tried to its full capacity in any church.  If we want to see mighty wonders of divine power and grace wrought in the place of weakness, failure and disappointment, let the whole church answer God’s outstanding challenge:  Call unto me and I will answer thee and shew thee great and mighty things which thou knowest not.  

Is it not true that many of us have been overlooking the importance of prayer?  We call on the Lord when we have urgent needs, but we have never really gotten serious about the God-given privilege of a ministry of prayer.  Now, of course, we know there are times when our prayers need not be long -- we may be in the midst of a pressing emergency when we have no more time than to cry out “God, help me!” but, prayer should be more than an emergency measure for us.  There should be seasons of refreshing solitude in the presence of God; waiting on Him; times when there is no speaking, but listening to the still small voice.  This is praying, indeed.  

So often, there is too much talking in prayer and not enough listening.  The great Old Testament saint prayed, Speak LORD, thy servant heareth; but I fear that our attitude so much of the time is “Hear Lord, thy servant speaketh.”

Let me ask you, do you set aside a definite time each day when you get alone with God, without being rushed, to unload the weight of your care on His shoulders?  He says, in 1 Peter 5:7, Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.   Notice we are to cast all our care on Him.  What a blessed privilege God has given.  It is certainly true:  Life in prayer brings death to care; fretting never goes with faith; the more prayer the less care.  

Listen to this marvelous New Testament promise, found in John 15:7, If ye abid in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  Are you in fellowship with the Lord?  Do you know Him?  Have you confessed all known sin to Him?  If you are walking with God, doing His will, what an inestimable privilege is yours.  Maybe you have a husband who is an alcoholic.  What can you do about it?  Pray.  Maybe your son or daughter is away from God.  Pray.  Are you finding it difficult to make ends meet?  Pray.  We have a God who is in no way affected by the impossible.  He can do all things.  If you don’t know Him, you can turn to Him through Jesus Christ.  I invite you to do that, if you have never received Christ into your life.

Our Heavenly Father, we thank You for the open door into your presence through prayer.  We praise You for the many answers we have experienced.  Burden our hearts that we may realize how necessary prayer is to our life and existence.  In Jesus name.  Amen.
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