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Should a child in the home be allowed to do whatever he wants? whenever he wants?  What responsibilities does a parent have?  How much liberty should be given the child?  More is on the way.   So, stay with us.

In my last message, I sought to emphasize the need and importance of discipline in the home.  I personally believe much of the trouble in our world is the result of careless parents who have failed to properly discipline their children.

A preacher was asked by a sincere mother to pray for her disobedient son.  Knowing this mother and her situation quite well, the preacher replied, “My praying won’t take the place of your discipline.”  Children who are permitted to rebel against parents will soon rebel against God.  If there is no authority in the home, there will be a stern refusal to accept God’s authority.  

We read, in Proverbs 19:18, Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.  Heed this advice, parents.  Have a real experience with the Lord in your own heart.  Follow Him and do His will; set a godly example before your children.  But, do not fail to demand obedience.  Chasten thy son while there is hope, God says.  It will be too late to control a proud and rebellious offspring in future years.  You had better do it now while he is still at an age to receive training.

But let me say a word to sons and daughters listening to me.  It is not only important that your parents lead and direct you in the way of the Lord.  It is equally important that you obey and follow their guidance.  One of the Ten Commandments reads, Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.  This fifth commandment is also carefully repeated in the New Testament in Ephesians 6:1-3.  Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.  Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.  This truth is as much a New Testament command as it is Old Testament.

You will note, too, that it is the first commandment with promise.  It contains a promise of long life to the obedient child.  Naturally, the obedient child would be a well-controlled child:  temperate in all things, resulting in good health.  God promises that He will care for the obedient child, providing every need.  It is the commandment with assured blessing and provision.  The disobedient child, on the other hand, will know only hardship, misery and dissatisfaction.  

What does it mean to honour one’s parents?  First of all, it means to respect and reverence them.  Of course, it behooves parents so to live Christ in the home that it will not be difficult for the children to give them the honor they deserve.  The home must never be known for immodesty or indecency.  There should be the highest degree of respect and reverence for every member.  To honor parents also means to obey parents.  It is impossible for a son or daughter to be a good Christian without implicitly obeying father or mother.  Even though parents are not Christians, this does not give the believing child an excuse for disobedience.  In Ephesians 6:1, God says, Children, obey your parents in the Lord.  This has been though to mean that only parents who are in the Lord are to be obeyed.  Yet, if you compare Colossians 3:20 with the Ephesian passage, you will note that obedience is required under all circumstances.  Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.  Now, all things does not mean “wrong” things.  If what is asked by a parent seems morally wrong, the child should rebel.  He should definitely confer with the other parent about it.  If that is not possible, he should tell his pastor or Sunday school teacher.  Under no circumstances should he do something that seems to be wrong, in spite of what his parent says.  There are many children being abused these days by sick parents who need psychiatric help.

When does the child’s responsibility to honor his parents cease?  After he is grown and married?  No.  This commandment is binding until his death.  Certainly, after a son is married, he would not expect to have his parents dictating to him; but, even then, he should welcome parental advice and suggestions.  Every son and daughter should realize that they owe their parents a debt they could never fully repay.

In later life, it may be necessary for children to honor their parents in supporting and caring for them.  This was taught by the Lord Jesus Christ in the 7th chapter of Mark as He expounded the fifth commandment:  And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.  For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Who so curseth father or mother, let him die the death.  But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.  And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother; Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition --  The Jewish leaders had a rule that if a man should say to his parents “It is Corban,” he was released from financial responsibility to his parents since he was giving his money to God through the religious leaders.  Our Lord taught that even financial responsibility to God should not be placed before the honoring of father and mother.  Religious duty is no substitute for parental responsibility.

We are living in an age when thoughtless children overlook the important commandment of honoring father and mother.  God says, in 2 Timothy 3:2, that this is one of the signs of the last days.  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy.  God says blasphemy, disobedience to parents and unbelief all go together.

Are you honoring your father and mother as you should?  Before God, are you rendering the obedience that pleases the Lord?  Maybe you have been faithful in caring for their physical welfare, but you are breaking their hearts because you are constantly rejecting their Christ.  Are you living in sin, away from the Savior?  If so, you are dishonoring your parents if they are believers.  You need to come to Jesus Christ and confess your sins to Him.  You need to believe on his name and be saved.  The greatest news you could give your dad and mother is that you now know their wonderful Christ.  This would be the supreme honor you could pay to any Christian parent.

And, to you parents, if you do not know the Savior, may I invite you to come to Him and trust in Him for your salvation.   You will be a far better parent if you know and follow Jesus Christ.

I thank You, Father, for the help You give to our families and homes.  May we not forget Your mercies, but show our gratitude to You by our love and respect for the members of our families.  For we pray, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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