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  No Use Trying


              Dr. J. Allen Blair

Thanks for joining us for our brief time of meditation and devotion.  Doubtless, you were busy; but take a few minutes to think about One all of us should honor and respect:  The God of the universe.

How many people I meet (here and there) who think they are earning their own salvation.  By the way they live, by the things they do, by the money they give; they are confident that when this life ends, they will step into heaven.  Nothing could be more erroneous.  Listen to this statement taken from the first chapter of Ecclesiastes, verse 15:  That which is crooked cannot be made straight.   Now, that’s a very simple and practical statement.  Yet, it contains a world of spiritual truth.  That which is crooked cannot be made straight.  Every person born into this world is born in sin.  He is a sinner by nature.  David said, in Psalm 51:5, Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Irrespective of what a person does or does not do, he remains a sinner.  The best people in the world are still sinners.  Naturally, some people are worse than others; but all are sinners and God declares, in Romans 6:23, The wages of sin is death.  A person may go to church, give away great sums of money to help the needy and the poor, seek to live a good life; but he’s still a sinner.  In fact, any attempts at self-reformation (as far as perfection is concerned) are useless, for the Bible says that which is crooked cannot be made straight.

A friend of mine was talking with a young man who thought he would reach heaven because he had never been in jail.  Well, there are thousands of people who have never been in jail, yet they will not be in heaven.  Morality may keep a person out of jail, but it will never put him into heaven.  Listen to Titus 3:5, taken from the word of God, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to God’s mercy he saved us by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit.  

What is God saying here?  We are not saved by the things we do.  Rather, salvation is through the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit or (literally) the renewing which is affected by the Holy Spirit.  Now what does this mean?  Simply that salvation is of God and not of us.  That which is crooked cannot be made straight; but God can give a new nature which is straight.  

You and I possess an old nature.  It is the old Adam nature which is a sinful nature.  No one ever had to teach us how to steal or lie.  This was natural for all of us.  When we trust in Jesus Christ, we are cleansed from all our sin by the blood of Jesus.  God imparts a new nature, a divine nature so that we need not be mastered by the old crooked nature of sin.  We become the possessors of a holy nature:  The nature of Almighty God.   And, yet, in spite of God’s grace in making this provision, there are thousands upon thousands of people who completely ignore the message of grace and try to earn their own salvation.

Someone has written this wise piece of poetry to which I wish you would give your closest attention:

Not what these hands have done

Can save this guilty soul;

Not what this toiling flesh has born

Can make my spirit whole.

Not what I feel or do 

Can give me peace with God;

Not all my prayers or sighs or tears

Can ease my awful load.

Thy love to me, O God,

Not mine, O Lord, to thee

Can rid me of this dark unrest,

And set my spirit free.

No other work  save Thine,

No lesser blood will do;

No strength, save that which is Divine,

Can bear me safely through.

I praise the God of grace;

I trust His love and might;

He calls me His,

I call Him mine,

My God, my joy, my light.

Thy work alone, my Savior,

Can ease this weight of sin;

Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God,

Can give me peace within.

There you have the whole story.  It is Christ who saves, not us.  We read, in 1 Peter 2:24 (concerning the Lord Jesus Christ): Who his own self bear our sins in his own body on the tree, that we being dead to sins should live unto righteousness, by whose stripes ye were healed.  Did you notice what was said in that verse?  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, bore our sins and through Him we are saved.  There is nothing here about what we do - our morality, our faithful service in the church, and so on --  No, it’s what Christ did.  If anyone enters Heaven, it will be because of the grace of Almighty God, not because of what he has done.  How foolish of anyone to think that he is good enough to put himself in heaven.  

Now, look at another passage (found in Romans 4:4-5).  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.  You see, the person who works with the view of earning his own salvation expects to be paid.  Any workman naturally expects wages.  But salvation is not this way.  Salvation is of grace.  So, the man who works for salvation excludes grace; he shuts himself out from the mercy of God.  But to the person who works not, but believes on Christ (who alone has the power to forgive sin), God says his faith is counted for righteousness.  In other words, God will accept this kind of faith and the guilty sinner will be declared no longer guilty.  Again, I say, it’s all of grace.  

Ephesians 2:8-9 says it so clearly:  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  If you and I were to earn heaven because of our works, we could stand before God and say, “Well, here I am, Lord. It wasn’t easy, but I did it.  I lived a perfect life.”  Do you think God would be impressed?  Not at all.  Salvation is the gift of God.  You don’t work for a gift.  You receive a gift with thanks.  This is the only way anybody can be saved.  Salvation is obtained not by what we do for Christ, but by what Christ did for us.  Salvation is received through believing on Jesus Christ who loved us and gave Himself for us.  It cannot possibly be received through praying, working or anything else.  It’s all of grace and, therefore, excludes the thought of merit.  

I have been working for God over 50 years, but I want to tell you something.  I am not saved because I am working for God; I am working for God because I am saved.  I am so grateful for the fact that He took me in - the crooked stick that I was - and gave me a new nature.  Many years ago, I realized that that which is crooked cannot be made straight and out of love and appreciation for all God has done for me, I am trying to do a little bit for Him.  And I get joy out of doing it and so do you, if you’re really saved.

Now, if you’re not saved, I urge you, whoever you are, wherever you are, right now to ask Jesus Christ to become your Savior and Lord.  Will you do it, as we pray together?  Then, write and tell me so we can send you some free literature.

Father, grant that many who have been trusting in themselves and their works to save may, right now, say, “Lord Jesus, I trust fully in You; I know You died for me and I claim You as my Lord,”  This, I pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.  Amen.
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