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  Living Proof
                                     Dr. J. Allen Blair

If a person is a Christian, how can he best prove it to those around him?  Well, there are several ways but one in particular seems to give unquestionable evidence.  

We are told, in 1 John 4:16, that God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.  All of us have an extreme need for a greater experience of the love of God.  Until one receives Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, it is impossible to understand the value of this love.  Left to ourselves, we are innately selfish, rarely seeing beyond our own interests.  It should be different, however, after one comes to Christ.  Since our Lord has always been selfless, thinking primarily of others, those who know Christ should do the same.

From the verse I read from 1 John 4:16, it is obvious that as the believer manifests love, he gives evidence of his relationship to God.  There are some people who think that if one loves others and does nice things for them, he is a Christian.  The Bible does not teach this.  In fact, the first part of 1 John 4:16 gives us the correct order.  And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us.  Knowledge about Christ must be followed by belief in Christ.  The result should be love.  One does not become a child of God by loving others; but if he is a child of God, he should love others. 

One of the disappointments of our day is the unkindness, bitterness and hatred that is seen among many who claim to be children of God.  But are they really children of God in the light of John 13:35?  Our Lord said in this verse, By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.  Can we not conclude from this that an unquestionable test of one’s relationship to Jesus Christ is the essential characteristic of love?  Our Lord did not leave us a list of things we must believe that the people of the world might know that we are His disciples.  He made it clear that it is not only what we believe but what we do that makes our discipleship certain.  We are to believe in Christ and love one another.  

We may have a diversity of beliefs (relative to some of the things in the Bible that allow a diversity of opinion).  This is our privilege in Christ.  There are some things all of us must believe; but, of the others, there can be differences.  The differences should never cause dissention.  There are some believers who demand that everyone must believe as they believe.  If anyone disagrees, tempers flare.  Quickly, they climb their spiritual pedestals and shout, “Apostasy!”  Rarely do they show forth love or carefully examine another’s belief.  They are quick to criticize and condemn.  We cannot help but wonder about some people who are supposedly spiritual leaders.  Where is the love that our Lord spoke about?  Where is the love that broke His heart on the Cross?  Christ loved those who differed with Him as much as those who agreed with Him.  Our Lord did not say that we should fight the good fight of faith so that people would know that we are His disciples.  He said, By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples if ye have love one to another.  He didn’t tell us to destroy the reputations of others because we are Christians.  He commanded that we love one another in the same way that He loves us.

We read, in 1 John 4:7, Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.   How necessary it is that we realize that everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.  What about those who profess to be believers and yet do not practice God’s love?   In the light of this verse, are they really born of God?  Are they children of God?  

Further in 1 John 3:15, we read, Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.  This is strong language, isn’t it?  And yet, the meaning is quite clear.  Consider how the Lord Jesus loved with intelligence and sympathy.  He possessed the divine wisdom to put Himself in another’s place and see out of another’s eyes.  He understood Simon-Peter with all his wild, impulsive ways.  He understood the woman taken in adultery and all the elements involved in her environment.  He understood John and James, the fiery sons of thunder.  It was because He understood them that He was able to become their Friend and Savior.  One of less patience, piety and concern might have forced Peter into permanent apostasy, this sinful woman into deeper shame and John and James into failure.  Is it not apparent that if we were to love one another with such intelligence and sympathy, the fundamental cause of hatred and strife would be removed?  For, so often, at the basis of controversy and dislike is misunderstanding.  How we need to pray for the enabling grace to put ourselves in the other person’s place, that we might see things as he sees them and understand them as he understands them.  We need to be filled to overflowing with a new measure of God’s love that we might truly prove our discipleship with more than mere words.  

Paul writes, in Ephesians 4:1-2, I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love.  We need this, dear friends.  We must forebear each other in love.  The weaker brother should be considered.  It is imperative that we bow low in humility that the love of God might be manifested through us.  Are we known only for our love for the Savior while neglecting to love His children?  Are we of a mean and cantankerous spirit?  We may profess to be contending for the faith while actually we are contentious for the faith.  There are unbelievers who are not interested in what we have to say about our Savior because our lack of love has provided such a poor example for Jesus our Lord.  

Paul wrote, in Galatians 6:1, Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thy also be tempted.  The spirit of meekness is a spirit of undying, self-forgetful love such as was implanted in our hearts by the Holy Spirit the moment we believed on Jesus Christ.  Is this love evident in your life?  Turn the searchlight of God’s word on your heart.  What do you see?  Little, petty dislikes? hatred? jealousy? wrath?   If so, there’s only one thing to do:  Confess it to the Lord.  God promises forgiveness.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  After confessing, live in daily fellowship with the Lord of love, that Jesus may be your Victor and Satan defeated.  

If you happen to be one who has never come to Jesus Christ who is love, you cannot love.  The Bible declares that God is love.  Jesus Christ proved the fact of His love at Calvary years ago when He gave Himself as our sin-bearer.  Have you appreciated this by receiving Him into your life as your Lord?  If not, do it right now, as we pray together.

Father, we thank You for the great love that was shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  May we manifest this wonderful love to others.  And we pray for the unsaved, that they may experience this love through Your Son, Jesus Christ, as they call on Him.  In His Name.  Amen.
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