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       Not “Why?” But “What?”
                             Dr. J. Allen Blair

Who of us does not become puzzled at times by some of the events that come upon us?  How should we react to these things?  Well, I hope to give some answers.  So, please stay with us.

While reading Psalm 86, I ran across these words in the 15th verse:  But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.    I have read these words many times before, but this time they just seemed to stand out as at no other time.  I was reminded of the wonderful God we have, full of compassion.  Sometimes, during our trials, we feel forsaken.  But never forget that God loves us and longs to help us because He is gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.  Wherever we are, this promise is for the people of God -- those who have been born again, born of the Holy Spirit, having received Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

I received a letter from missionaries in Brazil.  The letter was written by the young wife of this team.  It was their first year out on the mission field and it seemed as though the devil had buffeted them from every direction.  Their trials had been many.  Let me read just a portion of this letter written shortly after the writer had recovered following serious surgery:

This first year away from home with all of its adjustments and sickness has been difficult, but our faith and trust is in God who is too loving to be unkind, too wise to make a mistake and too powerful to be limited in any way.  It is with joy and confidence in Him that we look forward to many fruitful years of service in the work that He has called us to do.

My, isn’t that wonderful?  How ably this young mother has described our great God, “Too loving to be unkind, too wise to make a mistake and too powerful to be limited in any way.”  If you are in Jesus Christ, you have the same God.  Sometimes, we get all excited when trials come our way, feeling that perhaps God has forgotten about us.  God never forgets any of us.  It is impossible for Him to forget.  In fact, He tells us just the opposite in His word.  He says, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.  No, God hasn’t forgotten you.  What we should do in the hour of trial is to examine our own heart and not ask God “why?” but “what?”  “What does God want me to do?”  

Actually, He is speaking to us in our trials.  What is He saying?  Some years ago, Miss Ruth Paxson, while speaking at a Victorious Life conference at Keswick Grove in New Jersey told of a Christian woman whom she had met in Finland and who was undaunted by a great trial.  She briefly outlined the story of this brave woman as follows:  

She was a missionary in India and was ill with lung complications.  The doctors sent her back to Finland to die.  She bought a little farm and began to farm it herself.  One day, in running one of her farm machines, her right hand was cut off.  She was taken to the hospital, but as she entered she went in singing and praising the Lord.  The doctors and nurses said they had never known of entering like that before.  She built a rest home on her farm and people went there for physical and spiritual rest.  There was daily teaching of the word of God.  

Let me read to you what that woman said when her right hand was cut off.  “When that hand was cut off, I immediately said, ‘Lord, not why, but what?  Now that You have allowed this to happen, what work do you have for me to do?’”

The Lord used this saint of God in a very special and wonderful way as she ministered to the physical and spiritual needs of those who came to her little farm for rest and refreshment.  Had it not been for the loss of her right hand, she probably would never have gotten into this work.  

You see, God has mysterious ways, his wonders to perform.  Thus, I say again, the question should not be “why?”  We should not sit around and bemoan our fate, but ask “What, Lord?  What will You have me to do?”  God has a purpose in every trial of life.  They don’t just happen.  There are no such things as accidents in God’s plan.  They are incidents in which God speaks to us.  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.

Have you ever stopped to think that a sense of need is one of the greatest benedictions that can come into one’s life?  Do you, as you listen to me, have a sense of need?  You may need spiritual power, cleansing, courage, sympathy, love.  Well, if you sense your need, you are in a position to seek the face of God in prayer.  For He declares to the believer that He will supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  Remember who our God is and what He is!  

David said, Thou, O Lord, are the God of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.  Call on the resources of God.  Do not sit around and lament your sorrow.  Rise up, child of God!  You have a marvelous inheritance in Jesus Christ.  Capitalize upon it!  There is always something for which to give thanks in any trial of life.  That’s why God says, in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.  

I am reminded of the leper out on the mission field who said, “Thank God I am a leper.  Otherwise, I would not have been saved.  For it was in the mission leper hospital that I learned about Jesus Christ.”  Multitudes of people will be in heaven because God permitted some deep affliction to come upon them to awaken them to their need of Christ and eternal salvation.  

A pastor friend of mine came down from his study one afternoon and heard someone playing the piano in one of the Sunday school rooms.  He went in and there was one of the young men of the church who had recently lost his eyesight.   “Well, how are things going?” asked the pastor.  The boy replied, “Pastor, I never really knew real happiness until God permitted me to lose my eyesight.  I have found this to be a crown instead of a cross.”  The true Christian is never defeated because our God who is full of compassion is gracious, longsuffering and plenteous in mercy and truth.  

Whatever the need of life, He undertakes for those who love Him, for those who have been born into His family, for those who have been renewed by the Holy Spirit.  Do you love Jesus?  Have you come to Jesus Christ for salvation?  Have you received Him into your heart and life?  Have you invited Him to come in?  If not, I hope you’ll do it right now.  God wants to save you.  There’s no question about this.  He proved this long ago when He sent His Son from Heaven to die for your sins.  Now, don’t look for another way because there are no other ways.  Jesus is the only way.  You say, “You are prejudiced. You’re a bigot.”  No, not really, friends.  I am a believer.  I believe the word of God.  I believe this book which God has sent to us to tell of the one way of eternal life through Jesus Christ His Son.  I am not ready to doubt God.  I have seen Him work so many, many times I wouldn’t think of doubting Him.  What God says in the Bible is absolutely true.  I have tested it for over 50 years and I hope you will put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, and realize that He is the one who paid the price for your sin and, if at this moment, you will trust Him for eternal salvation, He will enter your life never to depart.  Do it now, dear friend, and then write to us and tell us about your decision and we’ll get some materials to you that will help for your future in Christ.

Father God, we pray for some who need you that just now they may invite Your Beloved Son to come into their life, that they may know that they are saved even as You have said in Your word.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved and thy house.  We thank You for this, our Father, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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