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     Which Are You? (Part 1)              Dr. J. Allen Blair

Basically, there are two kinds of Christians.  Today and tomorrow, I would like for you to decide which kind you are.  

There are two characters in the Old Testament who represent perfectly two classes of Christians.   Just as all the people in the world can be divided into either saved or lost, so Christians are divided into two groups.  Either they are like Abraham or like Lot.  Either they are controlled by the Holy Spirit or by the flesh.  

Both Abraham and Lot were believers.  Abraham was a faithful servant who sought to put God first in his life.  Lot, on the other hand, thought of God as an emergency measure.  To him, God was merely a convenience to use only when needed.  Of course, Abraham was not perfect.  But he had a sincere and willing heart.  He was chosen of God to be the founder of the great nation of Israel.  God laid His hand on Abraham and directed him to forsake his country, his kindred and his father’s house and told him to go into a land that He would show him.

Abraham, like most of us, did not wholly obey the Lord.  If he had, he would have saved himself much trouble and grief.  He disobeyed in that instead of leaving his kindred he took them along.  He took his father, his nephew Lot and, probably, some other relatives.  In addition to this, Abraham did not follow the Lord’s leading to the proper destination but stopped and settled in Haran.  There he stayed until God brought death to his household and then moved him on to the promised land. 

Christians, like Abraham, make many mistakes.  It is impossible to learn without experience.  But the greatest tragedy of all is the failure to learn from our mistakes.  Sometimes experience is a severe teacher, but what precious lessons God’s people have learned during the hours of trial.  It is through the testings of life that God molds us into full-grown and mature saints.  Some of our greatest blessings have come through the hours of deepest trial.  We were destitute, defeated and discouraged.  But as we relied upon the Lord, we found victory.  It is for this reason that God says, Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  How marvelous to know that He will always direct our paths in the proper direction if we permit Him.  It is only when we turn to our own ways, disobeying God, that we face misery and unhappiness.  Indeed, the way of transgressors is hard.  But God’s ways are ways of pleasantness, and all his paths are peace.  

When strife arose between Lot’s herdsmen and Abraham’s herdsmen, it became so serious that Abraham said to Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren.  Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me.  Abraham was a wise man.  He realized that separation was far better than strife.  This is always true.  Nothing hinders a testimony for Christ more than dissension among brethren.  It is far better to separate than to be sorry - especially when the conflict is between spiritual and carnal Christians.  God asks, Can two walk together except they be agreed?  It is extremely difficult to find harmony and agreement between worldly Christians controlled by the flesh and spiritually-minded believers who are seeking the leading of the Holy Spirit.

God says the Spirit and the flesh are contrary the one to the other.  They always have been and always will be.  For harmony and peace, there must be either surrender or separation.  Abraham knew Lot well enough only to suggest the latter:  separation.  

The controversy that arose between Abraham and Lot was a very common one:  the love of money.  The Bible declares that this sin is the root of all evil.  Abraham and Lot were not the first to argue about money.  This has continued in every age since.  How we need to realize that godliness with contentment is great gain!  God warns, in Luke 12:15, Beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.  Happiness is not found in things, but in a life fully surrendered to God.  How many have sacrificed health, family life and, sometimes, even a good name for money only to realize the horrible consequences of their miserable sacrifice.

When the hour of crisis arose in Lot’s life, he made the wrong choice.  Why?  Because he was selfish, controlled by the flesh.  Though he professed to be a follower of the Lord, he lived for himself.  When he was forced to a decision, he was so far from God that he could not hear the Lord’s voice.  Can we not all look back on numerous sorrows as the result of wrong decisions?  This is why we ought to live close to the Lord, so moment by moment we may follow His leading and do His will. 

In James 4:15, we read, For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.  There is nothing more important to any believer than being in the center of God’s will.   Only then are we in a position to make choices that please the Lord.  Are you living your life in the will of God?   Is your heart in tune with God?  Oh, Christian friend, if not, turn everything over to Him.  You will never regret this step.  And, if you’re not a Christian, Jesus loves you and He wants to save you right now.  He went to the Cross and died for your sins and if you are willing to put your faith and trust in Him (not in a person, not in anyone else, not in yourself, but in Jesus Christ who is the Son of God), you can be saved immediately and have everlasting life.  Will you trust Him, right now, as we pray together?

Father, we do ask that You will speak to our hearts through the Holy Spirit even after this broadcast goes off the air.  Some of us need a deeper life.  We have been attached to the world and the things of the world.  We need deliverance that Christ may have the preeminence.  And, for those listening who need the Savior, God, open their eyes to the truth.  May they see the glory of the Lord and turn to Christ and be saved and experience new life in Him.  For we ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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