(Tape No. 225)

     Which Are You? (Part 2)          Dr. J. Allen Blair

When a Christian is guided by the lusts of his own selfish nature, he will be extremely limited in outlook.  Rarely does he weigh the cost of such decisions, nor does he look ahead to the day when all believers must appear before the judgment seat of Jesus Christ.  

I’ve been contrasting Abraham and Lot.  We have seen Abraham motivated by the Spirit, but Lot was controlled by the flesh.  Because Lot was not fully committed to the Lord and directed by the flesh rather than the Spirit, he made many tragic decisions.  When confronted by Abraham with the necessity of choosing between the fertile plain of Jordan and the barren hills of Judah, he selfishly chose the plain.  There was no thought of God in his decision.  It was purely of the flesh.

Like many believers, he was influenced by what his eyes saw and his lustful heart craved.  Whoever leaves God out of his decisions must soon suffer the horrible consequences.  The Bible says, in Numbers 32:23, Be sure your sin will find you out.  Well, it wasn’t long until Lot reaped the bitter fruit of his godless choice.  Little did he realize what a sinful atmosphere he was providing for his family when he settled near Sodom.  He gave no though whatsoever to the fact that his daughters might marry wicked men from this licentious city.  He was interested only in Lot.  It would have been better by far had he stayed with Abraham and his godly environment.  

Well, how much better it might have been for some of us had we stayed in the old neighborhood with the little Gospel-preaching church!  We wanted to be somebody.  We were ambitious to get ahead.  Did we really get ahead?  Where are our children today?  Do they have Christian homes and are they rearing their children in the way of the Lord?  Have they put God first in their lives?  Even more important than so-called success in life is the need of Christ having first place in all things.

When a Christian is guided by the lusts of his own selfish nature, he will be extremely limited in outlook.  Rarely does he weigh the cost of such decisions, nor does he look ahead to the day when all believers must appear before the judgment seat of  Christ; that everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.  The believer in Christ must consider all things in the light of eternity, not merely a few short years on earth.

My, how many disappointed Christians there will be at the judgment seat of Christ who will suddenly awaken to the fact of their own selfishness.  Throughout life, they’ve had little concern for the lost and dying millions who have never heard of Christ.  They have considered no one but themselves.  How contrary to the pattern established by our Lord!  If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me, Jesus said.  No Christian can be useful for God until he gets victory over himself and puts the Lord first.  Until this commitment is made, all we undertake for Christ will be hopelessly useless.

What affect did Lot’s choice have on him?  Well, he lost fellowship with Abraham, the man of God.  His eyes were turned toward the supposedly advantageous residence in Sodom, while Abraham continued to follow the Lord and do His will.  Lot did not move to the wicked city immediately.  But his heart was there and, before long, he made his residence there.  This is the way temptation and sin work.  It is like the three steps of Psalm 1:1, where first we walk in the counsel of the ungodly, then we stand in the way of sinners and, finally, we sit down  with them and enjoy their sin.  

Probably, Lot and his wife weighed all the advantages for moving to Sodom, completely overlooking the tragic disadvantages.  After a while, they left the shabby tent on the edge of town and moved to Fifth Avenue in Sodom.  The people of the city were so gratified by his decision that they made him Supreme Court judge.  Doubtless, Lot and his wife said “It certainly pays to be broadminded, doesn’t it?”  But did it?  

God had been patient with Sodom, now judgment must fall.  When the day came, Lot suddenly realized that he had forsaken spiritual power for political prestige.  He was soon despised by those he thought were his friends.  When the test came, his influence as a man of God had completely vanished.  God had intended that Lot be a witness for Him, but because of the satanic appeal of money, position and friends, he turned his face on God.  Worst of all, he lost his influence in his own family.  When the destruction of Sodom was near, he warned his sons-in-law to flee with his daughters, but they laughed and mocked him.  What a regretful experience when our children see through our shallow and superficial profession of faith and turn from God.  Yet, this is happening every day.

A mother sent for her pastor’s wife to pray for her dying daughter.  The pastor’s wife (just ready to enter the room) said to the mother, “You come with me.”  The mother refused.  “Yesterday,” she explained, “I was so concerned about my daughter that it seemed I must say a word to her about her salvation.  Finally, I got up enough courage to ask her about her soul.  ‘Mother,’ she replied, ‘I don’t want to hear anything from you about it.  You have not lived the life.’”  Oh, the tragedy of living for the flesh.

Let me ask you, are you like Abraham or like Lot?  Which are you, Spirit-controlled or flesh-controlled?  Oh, friend, if you are controlled by the flesh, surrender your very self to God and let Jesus Christ have first place in your life.  And, if you have never made a definite decision to receive the Lord Jesus into your life, let me urge you to do that now because nothing is more important than this.  You know, such a decision could change your entire future - for the better!  Listen, why not take God at His word just now.  Receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord and let Him prove to you what a joyful and happy Christian you could be.  God will make all things new for you if you will let Him.  Jesus is the answer.  Give Him a try.

Our Father, we praise You for Your self.  We thank You for Your concern for each one of us.  Some of us have strayed far from the fold.  O God, call Your own back to Yourself today.  You’ve said, Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD.  And then You’ve added that You will abundantly pardon.  May some come back.  And, for those who need Christ, may they turn to Him now, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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