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Examples That Produce (Part 1)
         Dr. J. Allen Blair

Every parent is an example to his children.  He may be a good example or a bad example. But, whichever, he is an example.  Consider what is happening among many of our young people these days.  It is obvious that numbers of parents are poor examples.  I wonder how you classify yourself.

Someone has reported to have said, “Before I got married, I had six theories about bringing up children.  Now, after being married for a number of years, I have six children and no theories.”  I am sure, if you are a parent, you can understand (at least to some degree) the implications of this statement.  Amidst the complexities of the age in which we are living, it becomes more and more difficult to rear children properly.  

Having been parents for many years, my wife and I can sincerely say that we are thankful that we had the Lord and His word to guide us in this responsibility.  We depended on the Lord to direct us in rearing our children and we heartily recommend this procedure to every parent.  In Proverbs 22:6, God tells us to Train up a child in the way he should go, and then He gives us this marvelous promise: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.  If all parents would train their children in the way of the Lord, both the parents and the children would be spared much of the grief they face in later years.

There are two thoughts I should like to impress upon the mind of every parent today.  First, you are your child’s best example.  No one can ever take your place - no minister, no priest or rabbi - no one can do the job as well as you.  Someone has defined children as “creatures who disgrace you in public by exhibiting the example you have set before them at home.”  There’s no substitute for a proper example for children in the home.  The best safeguard for the younger generation today is a good example by the older generation.  As we look at many of our youth, we are convinced that the older generation failed in many respects.

I hear older people condemning young people for some of the things being done these days.  Well, it’s easy to judge and, in many cases, it is an attempt to cover up one’s own failures.  Had mothers and fathers been better patterns, we would have far better copies.

In Ezekiel 16:44, we read, As is the mother, so is her daughter.  This is so true.  Of course, we could also say, “As is the father, so is the son.”  You cannot get away from it.  Parental example bears a tremendous impact on young people.  This example may be either good or bad.  Whatever it is, it is revealed in the character and actions of the young people.  

A Christian friend visited a chaplain at one of our army camps.  He asked how many boys were attending services at the chapel on the Lord’s Day.  The answer was 265 out of 20,000.  Now, we shall not place all the blame on the home, but I am confident that if some of the parents had done a better job in training their children in the things of Christ and the Bible, and if they had been faithful in taking them to church, many more of these young people would have a greater interest in the chapel services.

Much of the delinquency that is sweeping across our nation is the result of the fact that, in many cases, parents have first of all been delinquent.  A pastor received a notice from the captain of his police district to the affect that a boy had been picked up as a vagrant and was considered a crime potential.  The boy had named the pastor’s church as his church.  The police captain called on the pastor and sought to enlist his influence in helping the boy to grow up normally as a law-abiding citizen.  The pastor states, “I knew that boy some years ago.  He came to our Sunday school.  But he was not a member of the church and no longer a member of Sunday school.  I went to his home to call on the parents to see what I could do to help.  Upon arriving at the home, I found that one of the parents had disappeared and the other was too intoxicated to discuss the question sensibly.”  What can be expected of boys and girls who are reared in such environments?  Do we blame the boy for preferring to be on the streets?  Wayward parents make wayward children.  

One time, a set of two illustrated drawings appeared in a popular magazine.  In the first one, an irate father had left his home by the front door with a shotgun in his hand.  (You see, he was out to find the enemy responsible for the delinquency of his children.)  In the second drawing, he had come to the answer.  After following a trail that led him in various directions, he finally came to the back door of his own home.  There he stood shocked and amazed.  You see, he had blamed everybody and everything under the sun for his troubles except himself.  The cartoonist was merely expressing an old truth:  When you want to find out what is wrong with young people and old people and those between, you need not hunt around the neighborhood - you will generally find it right in your own home.

Our Lord tells us, in Mark 9:42, And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea.  Indeed, many parents are offending their children today because of their failure to set a holy and godly example before them in the home.  The Lord will not overlook such inconsistency.  These people are bringing judgment upon themselves.  

I have counseled with numerous parents who are broken-hearted because of the waywardness of their children.  But, in so many instances, I have found the conditions to be true according to the Scriptures:  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  Can we not say, also, whatsoever a parent soweth, that shall he also reap?  Many parents, in their carelessness and indifference to the importance of exemplifying Christ and living for Him in the home, have brought shame on their children who today are living in sin.

Friend, before you rush off into other obligations today, do some thinking about your own home.  If you are a Christian, is Jesus Christ satisfied with the ways things are being done there?  or are some important changes needed?  Surely, you want God’s best for your children.  This begins with you being your best for God.  You can only be your best as you let Christ control your life.  Have you received Him as your Lord?  If not, do it now.  I’m not asking you to join anything or buy anything - just receive.  Receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  Will you do it right now?  We’re going to prayer.  Will you say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner; I want to be saved.  Come into my life and save me.”  I guarantee you, if you do, God will hear you and He will answer.  Let Him change your life through the power of the Gospel.

Dear God, move upon every listening heart, I pray.  Search us out.  If we are not what we should be, through the Holy Spirit, lead us to become true servants of Jesus Christ that we may bear holy examples in our homes.  Help our children, we pray.  And, God, may we help them, through Jesus our Lord.  In His Name.  Amen.
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