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Evangelists in the Home (Part 2)
         Dr. J. Allen Blair

Surely, you want to see your children doing the right things and living an honorable life before God.  Well, this doesn’t simply “happen.”  It takes thoughtful and consistent preparation.  The parent is the key to the situation.

Let me ask, are you as a parent fulfilling your responsibility as God would have it?  Do you know the Lord in your own life?  You cannot expect to lead your children in the way of the Lord unless you know Him personally.  God says, in 1 Timothy 5:8, But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.  

What is the most important thing any parent can provide for his children?  A good education?  A comfortable home with lovely furnishings?  Plenty of money in the bank?  Listen.  There is nothing better in the world that you could provide for your children than a holy life that will ever be a constant reminder to them to walk in the way of the God you love.  

A heart-broken mother came to her pastor’s wife and asked her to go and pray with her dying daughter.  The mother said, “I want you to go in and talk to her.”  The pastor’s wife said, “Alright, come along with me and we shall talk with her together.”  “No, please,” replied the mother, “you go alone.  Yesterday I felt so concerned about my daughter that it seemed I had to say a word to her and I finally got up enough courage to talk with her about her salvation and she said to me, ‘Mother, I don’t want to hear anything from you about it.  You have not lived the life!’”  What a tragedy.  Of what value are words if they are not backed up with a godly example?

Let me ask you, mother and father, are you living for the Lord before the eyes of your children?  Do you really know the Lord in your heart and life?  I don’t mean “Are you a church member?” - many people go to church who do not live Christ in the home.  Why?  Because they have never been born again; they haven’t experienced the glorious transformation God provides when one truly and sincerely believes on the Lord Jesus Christ.  You owe it to your children to take your stand for Christ, that you might have Him in the home to help you and guide you in leading your children in the way of the Lord.  Remember, you are your child’s greatest example.

But not only that, please understand that you are the child’s greatest evangelist.  I meet people in every town where I go to minister the Word that send their children to Sunday school.  But, you see, these parents rarely go to church themselves.  That’s terrible.  These children soon figure out that if the church is of no value to dad and mother, it certainly can be of no value to them.  As the result, they wait for the day when they won’t have to go anymore.  Don’t make this mistake.  For, indeed, it is a very serious one.

A young man returned home to his parents after serving in the armed forces in a foreign country.  Concerned about some of the moral changes that had taken place in the boy’s life, the mother suggested that he go to church the next Sunday.  “Show God,” she said, “that you are thankful for being back home.”  The boy’s answer was short and to the point.  “But, mother, you don’t go to church.”  The mother had nothing to say, but I think she had something to do.  She had some time to make up; she had a lost influence to redeem.  

A mother’s job and a father’s responsibility is to point their children to Jesus Christ.  How can they point them to Christ if they have not saving knowledge of Him themselves?  Do not leave this to a Sunday school teacher, a minister, an evangelist, or anyone else.  It is your job, parent.  Be sure, the greatest evangelists in the world today are not those behind pulpits, but mothers and fathers.  If parents fail, it is very likely that the children will fail also.

I knew a Christian brother who was the superintendent of a well-known rescue mission in New York City.  While speaking in our church one time, he told us he had seven brothers and three sisters.  His mother was in heaven, but his father was still alive.  His seven brothers and three sisters were, also, still alive.  In addition, there were 21 grandchildren and nine great grandchildren.  He told us that his father and mother had prayed all of the 11 children into a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and, at the present time, the father was praying for the grandchildren.  He prayed for them one by one and by name, giving all the details about each, praying that they might come to know Jesus Christ and follow Him.  Friend, when you have believers praying like that, it’s difficult for a child to get away from God.  

To be sure, we need more praying parents who will be true evangelists in the home.  Hannah could say of Samuel, For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of him.  It is definite prayer that brings definite answers.  We need more praying fathers and more praying mothers who will take their children to the throne of grace in believing prayer.  Indeed, God is able to do all things.  He is able to keep our children from sin and the snares of the wicked one.  But, parents, we must be faithful.  We must put the Lord first in our lives and then be God’s evangelists in the home.

Concerning this responsibility, God says (in Deuteronomy 6:6-7), And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  No one can do this job any better than you, dear parent.  It is your responsibility before God.

I believe the worst reproach that can come on any parent is that of having the child find Christ outside the home.  Oh, I know there are exceptions where parents have been diligent and, for some reason, children have hardened their hearts against the witness of their parents and, later, through the Holy Spirit, the Lord brought the children to Himself.  I understand that.  But I am talking about things in general.  It is tragic when young people must find Christ outside the home where they should have come to know Him as little children.  Let your home be truly a Christian home - a home in which Christ is honored in every member of the family.  You are the key to this situation, parents.  Don’t delay!  Act now.  If you have never definitely received Jesus Christ, will you receive Him at this moment and let Him work through you so you can be a godly example and God’s evangelist to your children in your home?  I hope you will.  God is ready.  Let Him work in your life.

Father God, lay your hand on many parents today.  Some have been failing in their responsibility to You and their children.  May there be a change through the power of the Holy Spirit by changing lives.  For Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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