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  I Need Money


   Dr. J. Allen Blair

Most everyone has money problems of one kind or another.  The greater problem may be how to deal with our situation.  How can we get out of debt and stay out of debt?  Well, the Bible offers several guidelines.  I’ll be back to discuss them with you.  So, please don’t go away.

Many thousands of God’s people are in a bind.  They just can’t seem to get their heads above water, as far as finances are concerned.  Often, wrangling and arguing takes place in the home because of finances.  Sometimes, love is shattered and homes break over the issue.  Gas bills, telephone bills, food bills, charge accounts, everything is piling up and there isn’t enough money to go around.  What is a person supposed to do?  Well, there’s only one thing to do.  Face the issue squarely.  If you know the Lord, you can because you’re not fighting the battle alone.  You have the power of God to work for you.

The first thing we need to do is consider the scriptures.  God says we are to owe no man anything, but to love one another.  There are several interpretations given for this verse.  But, to me, it means just one thing:  What it says - owe no man anything, but to love one another.  We have a debt of love to everyone which we can never pay off completely.  Beyond this, we should owe no man anything.  Get rid of the charge cards.  If you don’t, they will be a constant temptation to make your problem worse.  Establish a policy in your home that if you don’t have it, don’t get it.  You will survive.  In the long run, you will come out better than you ever have.

Next, carefully examine your spending.  There is no way you can spend more than you are receiving and expect to be solvent.  This is a very simple fact which thousands of couples are ignoring.  Don’t worry, fret and complain because you’re income doesn’t match your spending.  Adjust your spending to match your income.  I know saints of God who are living on a very small Social Security income and, yet, they are able to pay all their bills and they are happy.  On the other hand, I know people who have an income of 20 or 30 thousand a year and they say they can’t make it on that salary.  What’s wrong?  Management.  We need to face the facts.  We cannot spend more than we receive and expect to experience the joy and blessing of God because He says owe no man anything.

In Philippians 4:19, we have a very meaningful promise.  But my God shall supply all my need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  What does He promise to supply?  All my need.  How?  According to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  He does not say “out of His riches in glory by Christ Jesus,” but “according to.”  You see,



My Father is rich in houses and lands;



He holdeth the wealth of the world in his hands;



Of rubies and diamonds, 



Of silver and gold,



His coffers are full;  



He has riches untold.

God says, in Psalm 50:10, For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.  Further He says, in verse 12, If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine and the fulness thereof.  There are no limits to God’s abundance for He created it all.  According to this abundance, He has promised to provide the believer’s every need.  This being true, where is the breakdown?  Has God failed His word?  No.  Some of us have failed God.  Listen to the latter part of 1 Peter 4:10, where believers are described as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  Now, a “steward” is one who cares for the affairs of another.  God’s people are on this earth to care for His affairs.  Everything He provides for us should be handled carefully and prayerfully.  On this basis, He provides all of our needs according to His limitless abundance.  What should we do as good stewards to make our income cover our expenses?  Well, the first thing we should do when we receive anything is to take out the Lord’s portion.  This should be at least a tenth, hopefully more.  We should dispose of this as soon as possible by giving it to a work that is honoring to Jesus Christ.  This should be first always.  Whatever the circumstances, never hold back on the Lord’s portion.  Get rid of it.  Give it to Him.  

Secondly, carefully analyze your situation.  Total all your expenses and compare them with your income.  If they exceed your income, go to work.  Don’t simply complain that you need more money.  For many who have limited skills and training, more money is practically an impossibility.  They have gone the limit.  But there is no reason to live in debt.  Carefully budget your expenses so they match your income.  Start with the basics.  Food.  The most expensive food is not always the best food.  Watch the specials.  Buy food on sale.  Don’t be a blind shopper.  Use coupons where possible.  Be a smart shopper.  Clothing is a big item for some.  Get up early and go to the garage sales, especially if you have need of children’s clothing.  There are barrels of it out there just waiting for the buyer.  Be patient.  Wait for things.  Wait until they go on sale.  Be a good steward.  Housing can be a difficult problem.  It is possible to cut corners on housing.  Go to a smaller home or rent a smaller home.  Shop around.  Again, wait on the Lord.  Don’t be in a hurry.  God never hurries.  Pray much.  Talk to others.  Get advice.  Remind yourself frequently that God will supply all your needs.  Many times, we think we need things which actually we do not need.  This should be determined through prayer before you buy.  Don’t be selfish in your purchases.  Wait on God. 

Now, I will admit, there are times when we may get caught in an emergency.  It could be a sudden sickness with possible hospitalization.  But, here again, we need to be good managers.  Most doctors and institutions will work with you on a month to month basis.  With careful planning, with the Lord, you can make it.

Let me offer one more suggestion.  Every payday, save something even if it’s only a dollar or several dollars.  Put something away for the future.  This is not hoarding.  It is good stewardship.  You may or may not reach old age, but if God sustains you and permits you to live for many years, you need to be prepared.  Think about your future now so you won’t become a burden to someone else.  In it all, be sure your heart is right with God.  Walk circumspectly.  Let Jesus Christ be in control of your life through the Holy Spirit.  Have a daily devotional life.  Spend time with God.  Take all your problems to Him with the assurance that He will not fail you.  His grace is always sufficient for every need of life.  There is no problem He cannot solve.  

If you have doubts regarding your relationship to Him, resolve your doubts immediately by calling on Jesus Christ for salvation.  In your own words say, “God, I know I am a sinner.  I need You and, right now, I receive Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord.”  If you’re not in a good Bible-teaching church, find one.  This is of utmost importance.  You will need the encouragement and the strength that comes from the word of God.

Heavenly Father, we acknowledge Your goodness to us with thankful hearts.  Deliver us from our selfish natures that we should be submissive to the control of Jesus Christ.  We ask in His Name.  Amen.
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