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 Are We Real?

              Dr. J. Allen Blair

God has said in the Bible that the hypocrite’s hope shall perish.  The hypocrite lives with a false hope.  By the way, are you a hypocrite?  Wait.  Don’t turn me off.  I ask that question because some people are hypocrites and they don’t even know it.  But, everyone else does.

Some time ago, an earth quake severely jolted the buildings of Stanford University in California.  In one building, the outside veneer of stone was broken to reveal (behind) a filling of chipped rock mixed with sand and a little cement.  What the public had thought was solid rock, stones and pillars proved to be totally inferior and inadequate.  Now, I’m sure you realize that there are many people posing as Christians.  But one of these days they are going to get a severe jolt that will reveal their true selves, for they will stand before God in judgment with the unbelievers of every age and hear their sentence because of their guilt of having professed to be in Christ but their profession was insincere.

The Lord Jesus warned of hypocrites in Matthew 7:21-13, where he said, Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  Then He went on to say, Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works?   And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

The hypocrite is a familiar person to most of our congregations.  He sings the hymns and, sometimes, even gives generously when the offering plate is passed.  Occasionally, by pulling a few strings, he gets himself elected to a church board so he can run everything and push aside anybody that gets in his way.  He uses his power and prestige in the church to benefit himself.  In fact, it helps him make more dollars in the business world.  But there is one thing he knows nothing about  and that’s “spirituality.”  Furthermore, all his talk about spiritual things is meaningless because he has never really been born again.  

God says, in Psalm 119:128, I hate every false way.  The hypocrite is walking in a false way.  God despises this and (of course) though many cannot, God can see the sham, the emptiness and the shallowness of a person’s hypocrisy.  Jesus spoke further of the hypocrite, in Matthew 15:8, when He said, These people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  The hypocrite, you see, is all “talk” but no “walk.”

While conducting meetings in a church in Canada, I had dinner with one of the officers of the church who was in the lumber business.  He told me of his recent experience in a board meeting when they were nominating several men in the congregation to be presented at the annual congregational meeting for election to the church board.  The name of one man was given and everyone but my friend agreed that he would make an excellent board member - he was regular in attendance at the church, successful in business, and appeared to have the necessary qualifications for one who would fill the office properly.

My friend spoke up and said (after some reluctance), “I hate to say anything against this man, but he is a builder as you know and has bought lumber from me.  In fact, he ran up a huge bill and after a number of months and repeated attempts to collect it, I was able to get it down to about half the amount.”  He then went on to say, “I made many attempts to collect the remaining balance, but I was completely ignored.  Finally, after many more letters and phone calls, his wife phoned me and said, ‘We cannot pay the entire balance.  What will you take in settlement?’”  The board member was reluctant to reduce the actual debt, but the wife left the impression that it was either take something or get nothing.  “So,” said the lumber dealer, “I agreed to take a small portion of it and was beaten out of the rest.”  He said, further, “Though I lost money, I was glad to get out of it all.”  Later, while in a meeting with other lumberyard dealers, he found in talking to another dealer about the builder that he, too, had been cheated out of his money and they discovered that a number of the dealers present had been through the same experience.  

Obviously, the board needed no more evidence than this.  Here was a man in there own congregation who was a blatant hypocrite.  And, had the lumber dealer been absent from the board meeting that one night, this man’s name might have been presented for nomination.  This builder did not get on the church board.  But, sometimes, people like him do.

Hypocrisy is a destructive evil which is a common sin evidenced in many churches these days.  Jesus said of the hypocrites, in Matthew 23:3, they say and do not.  In other words, they can talk a good line.  From what they say you might conclude that they are outstanding Christians, but the test comes really in the doing.  

May I encourage you to examine your own heart?  Is there any trace of hypocrisy in your life?  Have you really come to the Lord Jesus and are you living for Him?  or are you merely talk, as far as your spirituality is concerned?  We are not to be talkers, but walkers for God.  Don’t parade your Christianity with your lips but with your life.  If you’re not genuine, do something about it.  

And, for some of you who are unsaved who know it and have no time for Christ or the church because of the hypocrites that are in it, may I recommend that you come down to the church and begin to show the counterfeits how to really live?  You know, there are counterfeit dollars being exchanged here and there all around us.  They are in place of the real currency, but we wouldn’t think of throwing away our dollars because there are counterfeits on the market.  So, let me make the suggestion that you get saved (really saved).  Take Jesus Christ into your life!  Then go to the church and show the hypocrites how they should live.  Don’t stand off on the sidelines and criticize them.  Show them.  Set an example for them and then, as you do, you will enter into the joy of true Christianity.  Try it, friend.  Christ is not a hypocrite.  And if you take Him into your life, you will find that as you walk with Him there won’t be any hypocrisy in your life.

Our Father, reveal anything in our lives that may tend toward hypocrisy.  Grant that we may be real for Christ in whom no one could find any fault.  We pray for some today who need the Lord, that they may turn to Him and find in Him everlasting life which is found only in Him.  For we ask in His Name.  Amen.
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