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        Living With Confidence
         Dr. J. Allen Blair

Are you living under pressure?  It just seems, at times, that the burden is far more than you can bear.  Well, if this is your unhappy experience in life, I hope you will stay with me for the next 15 minutes.

During the terrible Blitz attacks on London by the Germans during WWII, there was a Christian woman who always seemed calm and peaceful no matter how great the intensity of the bombing raids was the night before.  When asked how it was that she seemed so relaxed and refreshed, she replied, “Well, you see, I always sleep peacefully.  The pastor says that God never slumbers or sleeps.  My feeling is that there is no use for the both of us to stay awake -- as long as the Lord is watching, there is no use for me to do so, too.”  Well, this is a pretty good principle by which to live, don’t you think?

Our care and protection is actually God’s business.  All too often, we live as though we are orphans and that no one is concerned about us.  Well, if you’re a believer in Jesus Christ, I hope you will get familiar with the words of Psalm 121:3-4, where God says, He will no suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.  Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.  Of course you realize that there’s a marked difference between slumbering and sleeping.  We might say that slumbering is actually dozing.  It takes place during the few moments before one goes to sleep.  What the psalmist is saying here is “Our God neither dozes nor does He go to sleep.”  How different this is from the gods of the ancient times.  Recall the incident when Elijah was contending with the prophets of Ba’al relative to their pagan gods.  When they were getting no response, Elijah told the followers of Ba’al to call a little louder.  Maybe they are asleep, he said, or maybe they’ve gone off on a vacation (1 Kings 18:27).  It must have been quite an embarrassment and a shock for those unbelievers, don’t you think?

We never need fear that the LORD Jehovah will go to sleep.  In 2 Chronicles 16:9, we read that the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.  You see, God’s eyes are never closed.  They are ever watchful of His people, for He is concerned about their needs. 

When we go through trials, we become so upset and hysterical, feeling that because our prayers are not answered immediately (exactly as we prayed), that either God does not hear us or, possibly, He has forsaken us.  In Hebrews 12:1, we are told as believers, to run the race that is set before us.  Not only that, God tells us how to run the race:  Let us run with . . .  With what? what must the believer have if he is to run in this race of life?  The answer is patience.  This is what the word of God says.  Let us run with patience the race that is set before us.  Well, maybe you’re wondering, where in the world does one get patience these days?  You get it from God.  Just like you get everything else:  from God.  He is the God of patience and He supplies it to His people.  

You and I would be much better off if we could possess the same kind of patience the fisherman has when he sits in his boat all day long and waits for the fish to bite.  A good fisherman doesn’t get excited and all upset because the fish do not clamor for his hook.  He waits patiently.  This is the lesson God would have all of us to learn.  It is so needful that we learn to wait on Him.  

You see, patience comes from God.  But we also find that it is through the trials of life that this gift is better realized and understood.  Look at James 1:3.  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  The person who has had no suffering in his life knows very little about patience and waiting on God.  The more trial we have, the greater are the opportunities of leaning on the everlasting arms and, we may be sure, in His own time God will always undertake.  

Probably one of the severest trials that many parents experience these days is that of seeing their sons and daughters turning away from the things of the Lord.  Every God-fearing parent knows that if a son or daughter is not following in God’s way, he is walking in the devil’s way and the devil is a hard task-master.  But even if our young people wander from the Lord’s way and follow the paths of iniquity, we must be patient.  We should pray much and trust God implicitly.  After all, God understands all about our situation.  There is no trial we ever experience with which He is not familiar.  We read, in Isaiah 1:2, where God says, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.  God knows what it is to have children who rebel.  He understands your heartache.  Thus, be patient.  Wait on God and expect Him to work in the life of your children.  He can do this and He will do it.  Believe Him for the miracle He will perform.  You may not be here to see it, but in His own time, God will do what appears to be the impossible.  To us He says, in Matthew 7:7-8, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

Do not doubt God for a moment.  I like what David wrote, in Psalm 16:8, where he said, I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand I shall not be moved.  God is at your right hand, believer in Christ, and you may be sure He will always be there.  Try to let the Heavenly sunshine brighten your cloud of trouble, in the wonderful words of Hebrews 13:5, where God promises I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

Have you ever noticed the amazing thing about these words?  Not only can you read them forward, you can read them backwards.  Let me read this verse backward.  Thee forsake nor leave thee, never will I.  Isn’t that marvelous!  Why then are we disturbed?  Why do we not rest in the Lord?  Well I’ll tell you why some people are not resting in the Lord.  They have never really met the Lord.  They know all about church.  They know about sermons.  They may know about a Sunday school class, but they have never become personally related to Jesus Christ.  God doesn’t tell us in the Bible to believe on the church and be saved.  What does He say?  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  

Are you really saved?  What do I mean - Have you definitely taken Christ into your life?  Do you know He is there?  Is there any doubt?  If so, make certain right now.  You ask, “Can one know that he is saved?”  Why, certainly.  He who trusts in the Son of God for salvation will have the consciousness within that he has been passed from death unto life.  Also, the word of God says (in Romans 10:13), whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  If you never have, call on Christ right now and experience new life through Him and with new life, new hopes and aspirations.  

Father, we turn our hearts heavenward, realizing how frail and weak we are.  But, at the same time, we recognize Your mighty power and Your great strength.  Our heart goes out to those today who need Your tender care.  Minister to them, I pray.  And, for the unsaved listening who need Christ, may they come to You.  In His Name.  Amen.
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