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       The Blood of Jesus Christ
        Dr. J. Allen Blair

It has been said that the blood of Christ was of greater value when it was in His veins than after it was shed.  Well, let’s see what the Bible has to say.  I’ll be back.

In a museum in Springfield, Illinois, there is a little piece of a calico dress.  Actually, it isn’t worth over 15 or 20 cents.  But if you were to offer the state of Illinois a hundred thousand dollars for that little piece of material, they would be insulted.  What is so valuable about a little piece of material?  Well, it happens to be a small piece of a dress worn by the woman who sat next to Abraham Lincoln the night he was assassinated.  On it are a few stains from Abraham Lincoln’s blood.  If a state places such a value on the blood of a human, what should be our attitude toward the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

There are some evangelicals who have been questioning as to whether the actual blood of Jesus Christ has anything to do with our salvation.  It appears that they are unwilling to accept the clear statements of the word of God at face value.  May I invite you to listen to a few of these statements?  

Hebrews 9:22, without the shedding of blood is no remission; Romans 5:9, Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him; Ephesians 1:7, In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 1 Peter 1:18-19, Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

My dear friends, did God give us these verses (and scores of others like them in the Bible) to be ignored?  Any one who has studied the Bible at all realizes that there is a red cord of redemption running from Genesis to Revelation.  It cannot be broken, nor can it be removed.

Do you realize that there is a song that will be sung in Heaven by all the saints of every age?  And what will it be?  Listen to Revelation 5:9.  And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof, for thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred and tongue, and people, and nation.  God hasn’t given a casual mention of the blood in the Scriptures.  It is one of the foremost things of the Bible, in the Old Testament, as well as the New.  As there was deliverance for the children of Israel from their bondage in Egypt, through the blood that was sprinkled on the lentel and on the side posts, so there is deliverance from the bondage of sin by all who trust in the blood of Jesus Christ.

In the case of the Israelites, it was the blood of a lamb.  In our case, it is the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, the divinely appointed victim.  Christ did not come into this world unappointed.  He was sent by His Father.  The blood of Christ is well-pleasing to the Father, for He chose Christ to be the Redeemer and laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  It was God’s will that the blood of Jesus be shed and John the apostle assures us from the 1st chapter of his 1st epistle, verse 7, that the blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanseth us from all sin.  Is the blood of Christ important?  Absolutely.  It is of supreme importance.  

One time, a preacher of prominence attended a worship service at a church known for its evangelical fervor.  With evident distress and displeasure, he listened to a message on the atoning power of the blood of Jesus Christ.  At the conclusion of the service, the visitor said, “My God is not the blood-thirsty God that you have pictured.  My God is one of love and needs not to be appeased with blood.  I have no respect for the God whom you worship.”  This remark, stated with deep feeling and sincerity, not only evidenced complete misunderstanding of the sense in which the evangelical preacher employed the term “blood,” but also manifested an ignorance of the God revealed in the Scriptures.  Knowledge of the Scriptures should have shown him that mere blood does not affect appeasement.  The term was correctly used, as defined by Christ and the apostles.

You may recall that a similar misunderstanding was shown by some who followed Christ during His earthly ministry.  Jesus startled listeners with the statement: Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.

There were certain disciples who understood this in a literal, carnal sense.  They were offended, even as the visiting preacher was offended at the preaching of the blood.  They called it a hard saying and forsook Christ at that point.  And Jesus explained that literal drinking of His blood would not issue into eternal life.  In John 6:63, He called attention to the fact that the spirit quickeneth . . .  and the words which He spoke they are spirit, and they are life.  The flesh and blood represented the suffering and death of Jesus Christ.  To eat His flesh and drink His blood is to appropriate, by faith, the sacrifice wrought by the sufferings and death of Christ.  That blood signified atonement that Christ clearly indicates in the institution of the Lord’s Supper.  He said, in Matthew 26:27-28, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.  Those who refuse to recognize the value of the blood of Christ deny the symbol which truly represents atonement, propitiation and redemption.  They deny that which so vividly reveals the sufferings of our Lord.  They remove the heart from the Lord’s Supper.  They rob the church of the eloquent witness of the love of God.  Without blood, what is the Gospel?

There is an amazing contradiction in some churches.  The preacher may abhor the preaching of the blood of Christ in the pulpit, yet he proclaims it in the Lord’s Supper.  Some try to make the purpose of the Lord’s Supper to be a display of Christian unity.  Yet, the very heart of the communion service reveals the divine truth of the union of man with God in and through the broken body and shed blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Someone has emphasized this great truth in a few lines of verse, entitled Christ Alone.

Not what these hands have done

Can save this guilty soul;

Not what this toiling flesh has borne

Can make my spirit whole;

Nor what I feel or do

Can give me peace with God;

Not all my prayers, my signs, my tears,

Can bear my awful load;

Thy work alone, O Christ,

Can ease the weight of sin;

Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God,

Can give me peace within.

A young man in prison cried out to his pastor, “How can I get rid of these filthy thoughts!  As a young man, I filled my mind with dirty, pornographic literature.”  The pastor replied, “Evil thoughts, or any other form of wickedness, can only be cured by a stronger power:  The blood of Jesus Christ.”  This is so true, dear friends.  You can try every other means in the world to get rid of your sins, but it won’t do any good.  The blood of Jesus Christ was shed on the Cross for you.  It is the only means of cleansing.  The moment you call on Jesus Christ and acknowledge Him as your Savior and Lord, with a willingness to turn from your sin, God will cleanse you from all the past and make your heart pure through the blood of Jesus Christ.

You ask me how this is done.  There is only one answer to that question --  It is a miracle of God.  We don’t deserve it.  There is no way to earn it.  We can only receive it by receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and with Him, cleansing through the blood.  From that moment on, you will be in a rightful relationship to God in Heaven.  And when you die, you will go to be with Him forever.  Your life will not always match His.  You will fail many times, but (I guarantee you) God will never fail you when you become one of His children.  

If you never have, say to the Lord right now, “Dear God, I want to be saved.  I know I am a sinner, but at this moment I receive Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord.”  God will hear you, dear friend, and He will save you for all eternity.  After you make your decision, write to us.  Tell us about it and we shall send you some free literature.  Let’s pray together.

Blessed God, we know that in ourselves we are nothing and can be nothing.  But, in Christ, we become one of Your valuable possessions.  We recognize Your mercy and grace, and rejoice that there is cleansing through the blood so that we don’t have to live in bondage to sin.  There is deliverance.  May many be delivered today, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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