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Where is Concern?                  Dr. J. Allen Blair

Seeing enthusiasm is an important asset if one is to achieve in the business world.  Can we not also agree that it is equally important if one is to honor the Lord in a fruitful life?  Stay with us as we get into this thought.

Have you ever really thought on the words of Luke 19:41, where we read, And when he  (that is, the Lord Jesus) was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it.  Possibly, you will remember the circumstances -- how our Lord was preparing to make His entry into Jerusalem.  As He descended the Mount of Olives which overlooked the city, He paused to reflect on the situation. As He did, tears began to drip from His cheeks.  Why did our Lord weep on this occasion?  Because He saw what no one else could see.  He saw men and women, young people, boys and girls, bound by tradition and religion but without hope and without God.  He knew well the hardness of their empty hearts and because of His great concern, He wept.

If you are a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, let me ask you today, do you have this same kind of concern in your heart for lost and needy souls?  It is so easy while living in a world marred by sin to become a part of our surroundings, with no vision, cold-hearted, without a sincere concern for the lost.  Oh that someway that God would move upon us, that we who profess to be believers in the Lord Jesus might have a burden like Christ had to see others reached for God.

An unsaved lawyer said to his Christian friend one time, “Did I believe as you do that the masses of our race are perishing in sin, I should have no rest.  I would hasten to tell them of salvation.  I would labor, day and night.  I would speak it with all the pathos I could summon.  I would warn and expostulate and entreat my fellow men to turn to Christ and receive salvation at His hand.  I am astonished at the manner in which the majority of you Christians give forth your message.  Why do you act as if you do not believe your own words?  You don’t have the earnestness that we lawyers have in pleading.  If we were as tame as you are, we would never carry a single case.”

A decade of years has passed since these words were spoken and the Christian says, “I thank God that this message was addressed to me.  It put a fire into my bones which I hope will burn as long as I live.  God preached a stirring sermon to me by the mouth of that infidel lawyer.”  

Well, how true it is that we who claim to possess so much in Christ are so silent.  Very seldom do we witness for our Lord.  We do not seem to care that thousands around us are on their way to hell.  We build our lovely churches and casually wait for people to come to hear our preacher, but this is not evangelism.  Christ told us the field is the world.  He also said, The word is to be sown in the field.  What would we think of a farmer who very rarely went out into the field to work?  What kind of harvest would he reap?  --Well, the same spiritual harvest most of us are reaping as Christians.  Can a farmer expect that the sheaves will come in from the field to be harvested?  Can a fisherman expect that the fish will come to the shore to be caught?  Can we expect that those who are outside of Christ will come to us for salvation?  Our Lord told each of us to go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  

Well I know the excuses we give - “too busy,” “ I don’t know enough about the Bible,” “I get nervous when I talk to people,” and many more -- but these are meaningless before God.  If we have been saved from sin and experienced new life in Jesus Christ, we should desire to tell everybody we can about God’s love and grace.

Jesus said, in Matthew 12:34, Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.  If we possess the joy of new life in Christ, we shall speak out for Him.  Thank God for those who in spite of their limitations have a testimony for our Savior!  J. Oswald Sanders tells how that some years ago he was taken to visit one of God’s choicest saints who lived in Melbourne, Australia.  She had neither arms nor legs, just a pitiful trunk of a body.  She had not moved from her room for 43 years.  She had not known during that time what it was to be free from pain.  As Mr. Sanders entered her home, he noticed that she had named it “Glad Wish.”  Entering the woman’s room, he did not see a depressed invalid, but a radiant Christ-like Christian.  To the end of one upper arm, she had an attachment with a writing pen.  To the other stump, a rubber attachment was fastened.  With these she managed to manipulate a stand and letter rack by her bedside.  

When she experienced her painful calamity some years before, instead of rebelling against God she took it from Him as a discipline intended to accelerate the formation of Christ in her.  She learned to write and the letters she wrote were beautiful in every way.  She began a correspondence which circled the globe.  Because of her deep spiritual insight, people visited her from miles around seeking spiritual help.  She showed Mr. Sanders letters from people all over the world whom she had led to Christ, either in her room or through her correspondence.  Literally hundreds were brought to Christ through her faithful ministry.  The circumstances which might have crushed and embittered her served only to make her more like the Master she loved and served.

How do you explain such love and devotion to Jesus Christ and people?  Well, there’s only one answer - full commitment to the control of the Son of God.  Some of us have claimed Christ as Savior, but we don’t know Him as Lord.  We’re clinging to the things of the world that are empty and shallow, which will soon pass away.  

The apostle Paul has told us that we are complete in Christ; we need nothing else.  Well, if Christ is the Lord of your life, I urge you to let Him become just that in every area of your life.  And, I believe, then you will have an earnest desire to tell others about Him.  You, like Jesus Christ, will be so burdened for souls that you will weep over the souls of the lost.  You will have a burning compassion to point people to Christ so that they, too, might enjoy the peace and blessing that comes through a personal experience with the Son of God.  

Doubtless, I am speaking to some who have never received Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  Oh friend, I urge you to come to Him.  He is a wonderful Savior.  He paid a price for your sins that you could never pay.  When He shed His blood on Calvary’s Cross, He paid the price for every sin you have ever committed, the sins you are now committing and the sins that you will commit.  The grace of God is sufficient for you if you will only open your heart to the Son of God.  God loves you and He wants you to come and enjoy the banquet table that is filled with goodies just for you.  Oh friend, don’t resist this marvelous invitation that God has given in His word.  The invitation is for today.  I don’t know about tomorrow.  Things may change for you tomorrow.  But, right now, God is saying, Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Come!  Eat, drink, until your soul is full!  Jesus is the answer to every need of life.  

Our heavenly Father, burden the hearts of Your people that we may have a holy concern to tell others about Jesus.  Deliver us from our sorrowful silence.  And, for those who need Christ today, may they turn to Him just now is my prayer.  For I ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Amen.

Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

