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  People Under Control
          Dr. J. Allen Blair

There doesn’t seem to be any shortage of man-power in our churches these days.  Church memberships are growing and people are serving the Lord, but what about Holy Spirit-power?  Are we seeing evidences of this power in our churches?  I’ll be back.

Two Christian men were viewing the Niagara whirlpool rapids when one of them said, “Come with me and I will show you the greatest unused power in the world.”  After taking him to the foot of Niagara Falls, he said, “There is the greatest unused power in the world.”  “Oh, no,” replied the other, “The greatest unused power in the world is the Holy Spirit of the living God.”  

In many of our churches, we have all the machinery with which to work.  But we have overlooked the necessary power that runs the machinery.  Lost souls cannot be drawn to Christ by human skill, nor the ingenuity of convincing arguments, but only by the power of the Holy Spirit.  God says, in Zechariah 4:6, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.  It is God’s power, the Blessed Holy Spirit, who convicts men of sin and draws them to Christ.  Thus, if souls are to be won to the Lord, God’s people must be instruments in His hands through whom the Holy Spirit can work.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon once said, “If we do not have the Spirit of God, it were better to shut the churches, to nail up the doors, to put a black cross on them and say, ‘God have mercy on us.’  If you ministers have not the Spirit of God, you had better not preach and you people had better stay at home.”  He went on to say, “I think I speak not too strongly when I say the church in the land without the Spirit of God is rather a curse than a blessing.  If you have not the Spirit of God, Christian worker, remember that you stand in somebody else’s way.  You are as a tree bearing no fruit, standing where a fruitful tree might grow.”  Well, we should certainly do well to give attention to these words that have come from the lips of a man that gave every evidence of being under the control of the Holy Spirit.

It is not even enough to have good theology, as important as this is.  We may be theologically sound, but sound asleep.  It is essential that theology be transformed by the Holy Spirit into thrilling testimony.  It is not enough to be burdened deep with a burden of what we believe.  We must make it our business to blaze it forth to a lost world in the energy of the Spirit’s fullness.  

The great tragedy of our day finds many a theological student coming out of seminary with a degree under his arm, but lacking the fullness of God’s Spirit in his life.  A school cannot convey spiritual power to any one.  The person himself must be in touch with God.  On every hand we hear people trying to teach and preach on the grounds of what they know, rather than in the strength of the Holy Spirit’s power.  Such teaching and preaching may be brilliant and profound, but as far as reaching souls is concerned, it is like beating the air.  Nothing can ever happen without the Spirit’s ministry.  Souls do not get saved.  Commendations for the scholarly and well-planned sermons may flow in abundance, but is God pleased?  We are not to look for the plaudits of men.  We are to fearlessly proclaim the word of God in the strength and power of the Holy Spirit.

Spirit-filled teaching of the word of God will not always please the hearers, especially if the entire counsel of God is made known.  As one faithfully preaches the word, he will find that very often it will reprove and rebuke.  Not everyone will receive faithful, Holy Spirit preaching.  But how much more satisfying it is to please God than man.  Without the fullness of God’s Spirit, no one can be his best for the Lord.  It is the Spirit-filled person who will bless all who come in contact with him.  Jesus said, of such a one, Out of his inner most being shall flow rivers of living water.

After one receives the gift of the fullness of the Spirit, what should result?  It is quite clear from Galatians 5:25 that a life possessed by the Spirit of God will be one of obedience and holiness.  God says, if we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  Let no one who persists in living for self (in the flesh) claim to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit-filled life is a God-controlled life, evidencing the fruit of the Spirit:  love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance.

Without question, the fullness of the Holy Spirit will always result in a definite concern and desire to win souls to Christ.  Jesus said, in Acts 1:8, Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me.  The Spirit’s desire is to bear witness to the saving power of Jesus Christ and to draw lost men and women unto Him.

Now the question arises, how may one be filled with the Spirit?  Well, there appear to be two essentials.  Jesus said, in John 7:37, If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.  What are the two requisites?  -- We must thirst then drink.  To be thirsty is to be empty.  As we confess all sin to the Lord and lay all on the altar for Jesus Christ, we shall thirst after God.  With all known sin laid aside, then we may drink.  To drink is to receive.  The fullness of the Spirit of God is a gift --the same as salvation.  We cannot earn salvation, nor can we beg, plead, pray or agonize for the Spirit’s fullness.  This gift, like all of God’s gifts, can only be received by faith.  We cannot fill ourselves, but we can yield ourselves.  God will not withhold His fullness from the yielded and willing heart.  To you He says, at this moment, Drink! --  Receive My fullness and My power.

Dr. F. B. Meyer, the beloved Bible expositor of a former generation, tells of being a pastor of a large and influential church for several years.  But, all the time, he was unhappy.  He went to the Keswick Conference.  A great number of God’s people had gathered to receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  A prayer meeting was announced and daily, from nine until eleven, they prayed for the Holy Spirit.  Many believers attended and agonized in prayer, seeking the filling of the Holy Spirit.  “But,” Dr. Meyer said, “I was too tired to agonize and I felt that God did not want me to agonize hour after hour, but I had to learn to take.  I felt that God wanted to give and I had only to receive.”  And, so, he left the prayer meeting and went out in the warmth of the night air and, as he walked, he said, “O my God, if there is a man who needs the power of the Holy Spirit to rest upon Him, it is I.  But I do not know how to receive Him.  I am too tired; too worn out; too nervous to agonize.  A voice seemed to say to Dr. Meyer, “As you took forgiveness from the hand of the dying Christ, take the Holy Spirit from the hand of the Living Christ.”  

He did just that.  He said, “Lord, as I breathe in this whiff of warm night air, so I breathe into every part of me thy Blessed Holy Spirit.”  He felt no hand laid upon his head; there was no lambent flame; there was no rushing sound from heaven.  But, by faith (without emotion, without excitement), he took and took for the first time.  As he said, later, “I have kept on taking ever since.”  This gift is for you, dear friend.  God wants you to meet the conditions and claim the promise and the blessing will be yours.

If you are unsaved, the first step is to get saved by receiving Jesus Christ.  Let Him come into your life and change your life.  Look to Him now and say, “Jesus, I want to be saved.  I believe in You and trust in You.”

Father God, we pray, that we may not be shells without the power within.  Make us what we should be: holy men and women of God. Fill us with Your Spirit, we pray, as we receive by faith.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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