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        You Can Win the Battle
      Dr. J. Allen Blair

Anyone who hopes to master temptation needs the help of the Master of temptation.  Jesus Christ refused to yield to temptation at any time and in any form and distinguished Himself as the supreme master of temptation.  There is assurance in this fact for every one of us.  Believe it and practice it as you trust Christ for victory.

You may recall the incident of Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, agonizing in prayer with the weight of the world’s sin pressing heavily upon Him.  Peter, James and John had been left a short distance from our Lord in the Garden where Christ had requested that they watch and wait (which really means that they should pray, also).  Well, after the Lord Jesus prayed for a while, He came back to the disciples and, instead of praying, the disciples were sleeping.  He then gave them a timely warning, Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.  Not only was this a warning for the disciples, it is likewise important for you and me.

All of us are confronted by temptation every day.  But, realize, though God permits temptation, He does not send temptation.  We read, in James 1:13-15, Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.  Now, here we are told that we are tempted because we are drawn away of our own lust.  You see, we have sinful natures that readily yield to temptation if not controlled by a stronger power than human strength.  

Satan is the one that draws us away, by appealing to our lusts.  He is the tempter.  He was even brazen enough to try to tempt the Son of God.  This being the case, you may be sure he will not let us alone.  And another thing, let us not feel that we are beyond temptation.  The devil never rejoices more than when he finds someone who is self-sufficient.  The Bible says, in 1 Corinthians 10:12, Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.  Without Christ, no one has the necessary strength to stand against temptation.  Satan is stronger than we.  But Christ is stronger than Satan.  Thus, to possess the power to overcome temptation, one must be born into the family of God; that is, he must take Christ into his life.  If he has Christ, then he can trust Him for strength to overcome temptation.  

The biographer of the sainted Robertson of Brighton asked one of the old parishioners of the great preacher if he remembered Robertson.  “I certainly do,” was the reply.  And, going into a room, he pointed to a portrait of Robertson hanging on the wall, and he said, “Whenever I am tempted to do anything mean, I just run in here and look at that picture and that pure face reminds me of my better self.”  Well, indeed, Robertson must have been a man of God to have such an influence on another person.  But, believer in Christ, ours is an even greater privilege than this.  A picture of a man may not be enough; in all probability, it will not be.  But, with Christ, we can look to Him and have the assurance of the word of God, as found in Isaiah 41:10 - I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.  Regardless of whatever the temptation might be, we can lift our hearts to the Lord Jesus at any time with the full assurance that He will not fail.

Now, God says (in 1 Corinthians 10:13), There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  You see, there’s a way of escape with God.  Whatever the temptation is that confronts you, though it may plague you a hundred times a day, there is deliverance through Jesus Christ.  Of course, we must do our part which is to stay away from places, things and people that might stimulate temptation.

There was a young farmer who had frequented the village barroom and was converted but continued to hitch his horse in front of the barroom.  A deacon noticed this, and said, “George, I am much older than you are and will be pardoned, I know, if I make a suggestion out of my wider experience.  No matter how strong you think you are, take my advice and change your hitching post.”  Well that’s good advice, for it is inconsistent to pray to the Lord to lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil while we walk into the very jaws of temptation.  As we pray and trust God to deliver us from temptation, we must at the same time do all we possibly can to keep away from it.

Now, as a follower of Jesus Christ, are you claiming the wonderful power, the mighty power, the miraculous power you have at your disposal in the person of Christ to overcome any temptation that might befall your path?  In 1 John 4:4, we read, Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.  There are no limits to the power of Christ.  You may be weak, but He is remarkably strong.  

Now, I may be speaking to someone today who has never been converted.  You’ve never trusted Christ for your salvation and you’re trying in your own strength to overcome temptation.  Maybe, you are trying to overcome drugs, drink or lust, whatever it may be.  There may be some sinful practice in your life which you know is wrong and you are doing your best to overcome it, but all your efforts seem to be in vain.  Hear me.  Your need is Christ.  Human strength is no match for the master-tempter, the devil.  Paul could say (in Philippians 4:13), I can do all things (and then, he said) through Christ which strengtheneth me.  This is the only way we can do anything successfully.  It’s through Christ. 

Well, He wants to strengthen you.  But you must be willing.  If you want God to do something wonderful for you, you must let Him first of all do something wonderful in you.  You need to be born again - born from above - through trusting in Christ.  You need a spiritual rebirth.  This will take place immediately the moment you invite Christ to come into your life.  The new birth is not physical, but spiritual.  To be sure, however, it affects the physical.  When one is born again, he receives a new nature - the nature of God.  The Holy Spirit comes to live within him, to guide and direct in ways honoring to the Lord.

If you never have, I hope that at this very moment you will receive the Lord Jesus Christ into your life.  Let Him be your Savior and Lord.  And then, you will have the power to overcome any temptation or habit.  Remember, the victory is in Christ.  Will you, just now, as we look to Him in prayer, let Him become your Savior and Lord?  Say, “Jesus, come into my life and save me and I shall thank You throughout all eternity.”

Father, I believe some listening have been struggling with temptation.  Grant that at this very moment they may receive that which You have provided for us in the person of Your Beloved Son.  For I pray this in His Holy Name.  Amen.
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