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Purposeful Living                        Dr. J. Allen Blair

The story is told of the elderly mountaineer who would sit on his front porch all day with a shot gun.  Occasionally, he would lift the gun and shoot.  When asked what he shot at, he would reply, “Oh nothin,’ I’m just ashoot’n.”  Well, many people live like this.  They aim at nothing and they hit nothing.

Not long ago, a man whose net worth was $50,000 said, “In about ten years I expect to be a millionaire.”  He had a goal in mind and was expending all his talent and energy to arrive at it as soon as possible.  Ten years were not too long to wait to be as rich as he wanted to be.  

A young medical student declared, “I’m going to be a heart specialist.”  He has at least seven years of schooling at medical school.  But he is so determined he wants to help people with heart trouble, he is willing to sacrifice much in life to attain his goal.

One of the greatest problems we face in life is the establishment of worthy goals.  If we do not establish goals, we live aimlessly.  We live for the present.  We do what is exciting today, without being concerned about what happens tomorrow.   What is your goal in life?  Does it center in what you can gain out of life?  Are you a slave of the statistics that tell you how much more you’ll earn by going to college? by getting a master’s degree?  Are you living to become a millionaire or is service uppermost in your mind and spirit?

Goals in the Christian life should be the outgrowth of the Christian’s closeness to Jesus Christ.  What you are determines what you will do with your life.  

The Lord Jesus Christ gave an axiom that provides wisdom for today:  Whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall save it.  Christ was talking about service; sacrifice; selflessness.  He was talking about having a purpose in life outside of one’s self.  He was talking about having goals that terminate in eternity, rather than next week or next month.  He was talking about forgetting personal gain to serve others.

The principle Christ taught is backward as far as the world’s philosophy, which says you gain by getting for yourself and you lose by giving yourself to others.  Once you’ve given your life to Jesus Christ, you begin living by divine principles.  Your life isn’t worth much if you’re simply living for yourself.  You might get an enlarged bank account, but your service value will be small.  Once the goal of losing yourself and finding the will of God in Christ is clear, you’ll enlarge your value in the Kingdom of God and to the kingdom of men.  

Maybe you’re saying “Well, I don’t have any goals in life.”  Don’t brag about it, friend, because the world has too many people like this.  They don’t know where they are going and they don’t care what they accomplish.  If your goal is service to God and others, your life is headed in the right direction.  The world will soon pay attention and listen to you.

The apostle Paul had a goal in life.  He declared it when he wrote to the church at Philippi.  Listen to it:  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If my any means I might attain to the resurrection of the dead.  Further, he said, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  What greater goal could there be than to really know Christ and to live and work in such a manner that, when our physical life is terminated, the prize of the high calling of God in Christ is awaiting us?

It was not easy for Paul to achieve his goal.  There was a price to pay, but he gladly paid that price.  He said, What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having my own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.   Everything had to go, with the exception of that which exalted the Lord Jesus Christ.  For, anything that did not exalt Christ was a hindrance to Paul’s quest for his goal.  

James Hiskey, discussing college students and the symptoms of the moral decline on the campus, says, “At the heart of the students’ problem is their lack of meaningful living.  All too often, they have neither God nor goal.  Millions on and off the campus have no purpose in life, other than to get three square meals a day and live fairly comfortably. The comfort they get often comes to them from cigarettes, drink, dope, sex or some other form of worldliness.  They are on the move, rushing around, from morning until night, but they are going no where fast.  To many, life is a treadmill experience.”  

I am sorry to say, there are Christians who (in a sense) fit into this category.  They are without vision and without concern.  Living for themselves, they have little love for Christ and that in which He is most interested:  the souls of men and women.  Oh how tragic it is that there’s so many who make a profession of faith - they “believe” on the Lord Jesus Christ - and then follow in the course of this world with no concern to reach others for Christ.  Very often, such persons instead of growing and abounding in grace backslide.  They become powerless simply because they have no goal.  Looking ahead is always a good way to keep from falling behind.

Listen to what God says, in Proverbs 29:18, Where there is no vision, the people perish.  What does this mean?  It means that if you and I who profess to be followers of the Lord Jesus Christ do not fix our eyes upon him and follow Him, if we do not make Him the goal and object in our lives, millions who have never heard the Gospel will perish without the Gospel.  Only those who love Christ and obey Him give sacrificially of their time and money.  They are the ones who are supporting the missionary program.  They are the ones who are witnessing to their neighbors and friends.  They are the ones who have a burden to get the Gospel to every one, regardless of the obstacles and barriers.  Oh, how we need a vision and a vision of the altogether lovely one, the Son of God, the Lord of all.

So often we hear the excuse of those who are fruitless, declaring that we are living in a Gospel-hardened age, that times are different than they used to be.  May I remind you that the Gospel is still the power of God unto salvation?  It matters not what the times are like.  The Gospel of Christ can penetrate the most hardened heart.  But God uses human instruments.  He uses us as mouthpieces.  He uses our hands.  He uses our feet.  He uses our giving.  And, as I said before, unless we are committed to Him totally, unless we love Him with the entire heart, we shall have no burden or concern for the lost.  Is Jesus Christ the goal of your life?  Is He everything to you?  Do not squander your time, your talents and your money upon that which will soon perish.  Invest everything you have in Jesus Christ who invested all He had for you.

If you are a listener who has never been born again; that is, you have never definitely received the Son of God into your life, I urge you to turn to Him right now.  He is a wonderful Savior and He wants to give you everlasting life at this very moment.  Will you let Him do it?  I sincerely hope you will.

Father God, we pray for Your people wherever they may be who need to come to the place of full surrender whereby they will have one goal in life above all others, and that to really know Him and to obey Him.  For some who have been attracted to things of this world, may they come to the place of full commitment.  And, for any outside of Jesus Christ, listening, who need Him, may they just now, Father, trust Him as Savior and Lord. And we shall give You all the praise and the glory.  In Christ’s Wonderful Name.  Amen.  
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