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       The Liquid Delusion             Dr. J. Allen Blair

I want to talk about a major problem to be found in practically every part of the world.  So, do stay with us.

I never cease to wonder why the church of Jesus Christ is so silent on one of our worst evils.  We have much to say about some things, but very little or nothing about alcoholic beverages.  The fact cannot be questioned that alcohol is a menace - economically, physically, socially and spiritually.  Drinking has reached tragic proportions.  Who could estimate its cost - not only in dollars and cents, but in heartaches, poverty and even death?  I believe if drinking were outlawed, this would be one of the greatest steps to combat poverty and misery.

Of course, I realize, drinking is not only the problem of the poor.  Every class of society is involved in the billions of dollars spent annually on alcohol.  It is encouraging, however, to know that there is still many people who do not drink, but the numbers of those who do continue on the increase.  Among the number of drinkers, there are millions of alcoholics and, by “alcoholics” I mean those who cannot stop drinking.  The alcoholics are increasing by many thousands every year.  This is why I am convinced that it is an extremely dangerous thing to take the first drink. There is no way of telling who the alcoholic will be.

You may think you have perfect control over yourself and you can stop any time you like, but you may be surprised when you find yourself among the millions who cannot stop drinking.  Now I know there is some among profession Christians who say it’s alright to drink moderately.  They like to drink of the passage where Paul told Timothy to take a little wine for his stomach’s sake.  But, what many do not know is that it is impossible for anyone to prove that this was intoxicating wine.  It could have been the pure juice of the grape which Timothy was to use for his stomach condition from which he suffered.  

Others say “Did not Jesus create wine at a wedding?”  The analysis of those who drank it was that this was the best wine.  I do not for a moment believe that it was intoxicating wine.  I believe it was a heavenly wine which Jesus created to show the people of the world that His gifts far exceed those made by man.  

We read, in Proverbs 20:1, Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.   How necessary that we take to heart what God has declared in this verse.  Personally, I do not believe anyone should drink, for his own good.  I am firmly convinced that Christians should not drink, under any circumstances.  Why not?  It is a definite health hazard.  Alcoholism produces death.  It is in the class of heart trouble and cancer.  

In addition to this, think of the thousands of fatalities as the result of automobile accidents caused by alcohol.  During a five-year period, a little over 1,000 American soldiers died in the war in Viet Nam.  Do you know how many lives were lost in automobile accidents involving alcohol during the same period?  Almost 109,000.  this is more than 100 times as many as those that were killed in Viet Nam during the five-year period.

Many people were disturbed about the Viet Nam war and the lives that were lost.  I pray that we might get disturbed about alcohol and try to preserve lives from the potential dangers in drinking.

The believer needs to realize that his body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.  Any thing he does to injure this temple is sinful.   It is a proven fact that drinking produces sclerosis of the liver.  There are several other serious affects of alcohol in the body.  

We need to realize, also, that not only does alcohol harm one’s self, but think of the threat one becomes to the lives of others.  Somebody says “Well, I’m not a heavy drinker -- maybe just a beer or two.”  Do you realize that a beer or two is enough to distort your judgment and coordination to the extent that you become a hazard to anyone you meet on the highway?  

Satan has deceived many people, even civic-minded people.  I have heard some of those who do not drink boast of the valuable tax relief the sale of alcohol brings to our cities.  But the facts do not prove this to be true.  It costs the taxpayer many billions more than that which is received to care for the damage produced by alcohol.  The civic leaders and the politicians do not tell us about this, but the facts of the case do.

I could discuss some of the other affects of alcohol.  You probably know that one out of every two marriages ends in divorce.  Someone has concluded that most of the divorces are either directly or indirectly related to alcohol.  Think of crime, which costs many billions of dollars each year.  It has been estimated that 80 to 90 percent of the prisoners behind bars are there because of alcohol.  Many criminals have stated the fact that if they had not been addicted to drink, they would not have gotten into trouble.

We might consider much of the poverty existent in our nation.  Doubtless, the removal of alcohol would not result in the discontinuance of poverty.  Yet, on the other hand, much of it would disappear if drinking were abolished.

Here is a word to the young people in my audience.  Please hear me.  Have nothing to do with drinking whatsoever.  Had it not been for the first drink, there would have been no alcoholics.  Many have been overpowered by this enemy of mankind simply because they took the first drink.  Let your peers laugh, but don’t you ruin your life.

I may be speaking to someone who is addicted to drink.  You would like to stop drinking, but you can’t.  I am happy to be able to tell you about One who can enable you to quit.   His name is Jesus Christ and He is the Son of God.  He has all power.  He can do all things.  Take Him into your life and pray when you are tempted and, I tell you, He will give you a lasting victory.  Nothing is impossible with God.  If you never have, will you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord at this moment?  Then trust Him to do in you what you have not been able to do yourself.

Father, we pray for any listening who want victory through Christ.  Be near them, Lord, at this moment as they receive Your Son, Jesus Christ, into their life.  Deliver those who want to be delivered from alcohol and its power.  Make Christ have His perfect way, for I ask this and pray in His Wonderful Name, with thanksgiving.  Amen.
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