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          Our Wonderful Hope
            Dr. J. Allen Blair

When the school teacher asked a little boy to describe the shape of the world, he replied, “Teacher, it’s in bad shape.”  Well, with that we must agree.  But this will not always be the case.  Someday, there will be a remarkable change in things.

There are some people who think death will come and the Lord may come.  But anyone who’ll examine the bible carefully will find that the Lord will come and death may come.  Do you realize that there will be some people on this earth who will never experience death?  The Lord will come while they are living; and, because they are members of the family of God, they will be translated in the air to meet the Lord, according to 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17.  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, whit the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.   

When this remarkable will take place no one knows.  There have been date-setters in every generation, even in ours.  But we must not be deceived by the date-setters.  No one knows the day or the hour when the Lord will return with the Lord Himself.  There is one thing certain, however, and that is the fact that Christ will return.  We read, in Hebrews 10:37, For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.  

Christ gave three wonderful promises when He was on this earth regarding future things.  First, He said, I will send my Holy Spirit.  Second, I will build my church.  And, third, I will come again.  Now, the first promise has been fulfilled; the second is being fulfilled; but the third is yet to be fulfilled.  The truth of the second coming of Jesus Christ is repeated many, many times in the Scriptures.  It should not be ignored.  But, rather than accept the Scriptures at face value, there is some people who merely speculate concerning the return of Christ.  Some of them tell us that Christ’s spiritual presence in our day is a second coming.  Well, certainly, His spiritual presence is evident to those who believe on Him; but this is different from His visible return which remains to take place in the future.  If our Lord’s second coming is spiritual, then His first coming was spiritual also.  But, of course, we know better than that.  The Bible assures us that when Christ returns every eye shall see him.

There are also those who teach that the believer’s death is the second coming of Christ.  But, again, the Bible makes it clear that the Lord himself shall descend from heaven.  When a believer dies, Christ does not descend from heaven with a shout.  At the same time, no one is caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  Take any of the verses in the New Testament referring to the return of Christ.  Substitute the word of “death.”  Does it make sense?  Why, of course not.  For example, Matthew 16:28 -Verily I say unto you; There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.  Now, let’s change this to read,  Verily I say unto you; There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they die.  Well, this is absurd, isn’t it?  The second coming of Christ cannot possibly mean death for the believer.

There are others who tell us that the second coming of Christ takes place at conversion; when a person gets saved, that’s the second coming of Christ.  It is a miraculous experience when a person gets saved through the power of the Holy Spirit and he is made alive to the truth of God.  It is thrilling to see a person come to Christ and experience new life.  But there isn’t the slightest suggestion in Scripture that this is what the Bible means by the return of Christ.  In fact, the born again believer is exhorted to watch for the return of Christ.

We are also told that the return of Christ took place at Pentecost.  Well, here again, read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 very carefully.   None of these stated events in these verses occurred on the day of Pentecost.  There was no resurrection of the dead; believers were not caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; the Holy Spirit came, but Jesus did not come bodily, visibly and personally.  

Some people think that the conquest of the world by the Gospel of Christ will be the second coming:  The world will be blanketed with the truth.  When the task is completed, this will be the return of Christ, they say.  Well, we rejoice in what is being accomplished through the preaching of the Gospel.  It is thrilling to see the work of missionaries who are going to the ends of the earth and communicating the Gospel to the lost.  As the result, many are finding Christ and coming into the Kingdom of God.  But, be certain, there is much more to come.  Pointing people to Christ is not the end.  The Bible declares that the Lord himself is coming back.  

I think you will agree that all is not well in the world today.  As we consider this mixed up, chaotic age in which we are living - with the prices of food and the needed commodities of life escalating; with abortions, drugs, divorces, crime, bloodshed and misery beyond control, there must be a solution somewhere.  Well, there is.  Conditions in the world may not be well today but, I tell you, they are going to end well in God’s own time because the Bible teaches that the King of kings is coming back.  First, He is coming for His own blood-bought people in the rapture.  

And, then, in His own time, He will come back with His people, to this earth, to put all things in order.  At that time, every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  All wrongs will then be made right.  Sin will no longer reign.  Righteousness will be the order of the day.  

Before the time when Christ comes to this earth, there will be seven years of tribulation in the world such as was never known before, prior to Christ’s return.  Following the tribulation period, Christ will begin His earthly rule of 1,000 years in which there will be one world ruler:  Jesus Christ will rule the world.  

Christ’s second coming will be quite different from His first advent.  At His first advent, He entered the world as a tiny little baby.  He is described as meek and lowly at heart.  His enemies arrested Him and nailed Him to the Cross.  But you can be sure that no one will put Jesus Christ on the cross when He returns for the second time, for He will rule with power and authority.  Micah, in his prophecy (in chapter 4, verse 3) says, And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their sears into pruninghooks:  nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  This will be a reign of peace.  War and bloodshed will be unknown.  Think of it!  Everybody will get along with everybody else.  

Do you realize that you can have a foretaste of this in your life right now?  Christ, at this moment, is building a spiritual kingdom on this earth.  You could become a part of that kingdom.  You enter the moment you invite Jesus Christ to become your Savior and Lord.  Immediately, His reign of peace will begin in your troubled heart.  You will discover comfort and peace in the midst of your troubles and worries as you cast them all on Him.  This could all begin, right now, if you were to pray and sincerely say “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner; I want to be saved; come into my life and save me.”  God will respond to your prayer.  God will perform a miracle in your life and you will become a new creation, in Christ Jesus.  Will you let God work in your life as you bow your head and pray as I prayed (or a similar prayer)?  God will hear you, friend, and He will do a mighty work in you.

Father, we thank You that we have the assurance from Your word that Christ is coming back.  For many empty and shallow lives who need hope and security, may they turn to Christ, our soon coming King, for we ask in His Name.  Amen.
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