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Take Time to Pray                  Dr. J. Allen Blair

How many believers are really praying as they should?  The hit-and-run type of praying accomplishes very little.  

We often hurry through a brief, perfunctory series of stereotyped phrases and repetitious words that mean little to God and less to us.  The hit-and-run type of praying accomplishes very little.  How few Christians even spend three minutes a day in prayer!  What right do we have to expect miraculous answers?  Let’s not fool ourselves, dear friends.  We may be sure that God still speaks to those who take the time to talk to Him, but we must take the time.

We are living in a day of acceleration.  Everything is speeded up.  But let us never forget:  God never hurries.  He cannot be pushed or rushed.  We must do as He says, in Psalm 27:14, Wait on the LORD.  

So often, we pray and feel that we must have the answer right now.  If God does not act instantly, we become discouraged and give up.  The Word of Truth declares, in Luke 18:1, men ought always to pray, and not to faint.  “Not to faint” means don’t quit; pray much; keep at it.  Paul wrote, in the Word of God, that we are to continue instant in prayer.  The Greek text uses a metaphor, here, taken from hunting dogs that never give up until they have their victim; they continue instant; they keep at it.  To this end, the believer is instructed not to give up in prayer.  Pray without ceasing, the Word of God says.  

Dr. R. A. Torrey prayed 28 years for the salvation of his brother.  At times, it seemed as though praying was not only useless but hopeless.  But he faithfully persisted, resisting the constant temptation to discontinue his anxious praying.  The wonderful day came when he saw his brother confess Jesus Christ as Lord.  Who can say he was not fully rewarded for continuing instant in prayer.  No, don’t give up.  Stay with it!

A saintly father who had four ungodly sons had long prayed that when it came for his time to die, that his end might be so radiant with grace that his boys (seeing how a Christian can die) might be won for the Lord.  Well, just the opposite happened:  the end came and with it a great horror of darkness.  His four sons, aghast, saw a fierce and terrible struggle in which the dying saint felt himself forsaken by God.  Then, he passed quietly away.  The eldest son said, “Boys, if a good man like our father can have such a death, what do you think ours will be like?”  And, kneeling down, he prayed to God and asked pardon through Jesus Christ.  Later, he led the other three brothers to the Savior.

Well, this is not an unusual circumstance.  I have seen the same thing, as thoughtless and careless young people indifferently rejected the pleas of Christ-loving parents.  But many of these broken-hearted fathers and mothers believed God:  They prayed; they didn’t quit praying; they refused to give up.  Finally, when death came to the believing parents, the neglectful children began to think.  Some of them repented and came to Jesus Christ.  Wasn’t it sad that they were not more thoughtful of the Lord sooner?  How much happiness they would have enjoyed (as well as bringing joy to their parents).  But, one thing is sure (and I have seen it repeatedly):  no child, no son or daughter, can resist the Savior endlessly if parents who love Jesus Christ really pray.  They may wander and grope about in the fields of sin for many years, but God will not be silent to the praying parent.  So, I say, stick with it.  Don’t give up, friend.  Keep praying.  Day by day, call on God.  He will hear and, eventually at His own time, He will answer.

We have His encouraging promise (in John 14:13):  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  When a soul is saved, God the Father is glorified in the Son, and God is anxious about souls and we need to be, too.  And that’s why we need to keep praying.  T. O. Chisholm has written:

Pray on then, child of God, pray on

Whatever be thy soul’s complaint;

Thy Lord hath said men ought to pray;

Always to pray, and not to faint.

Pray on, pray on, nor think to say

Believing prayer in vain can be;

God will avenge His own elect;

He will avenge them speedily.

Pray on, pray on, cease not to pray

And should the answer tarry: wait!

Thy God will come, will surely come;

And He can never come too late.

Pray on then, child of God, pray on

This is thy duty and thy task;

To God the answering belongs;

Thine is the simpler part: To ask.

Oh Christian friend, do not neglect this important obligation of prayer.  It was Martin Luther who said, “Prayer is the most important thing in my life.  If I should neglect prayer for a single day, I should lose a great deal of the fire of faith.”  Indeed, Luther was right.  So often, our service for Christ is ineffectual because of our failure to pray as we should.  One may know doctrine:  He may be familiar with the Scriptures.  He may be gifted to preach or teach.  But, unless he is living in intimate fellowship with God through prayer, he will be powerless.  And we see this on every hand.  Regardless of how little natural ability one may possess, if he is a praying man, he can never be a useless man, for it is not great ability or talents God blesses so much as great likeness to the Lord Jesus.  It is in the quiet hour that we are most readily absorbed into His likeness.

Believer in Christ, are you spending adequate time with the Lord each day in the solitude of prayer?  Are you taking time out for God?  This is the only way to be a happy Christian.  Someone has said, “The best way to keep on our feet is to keep on our knees.”  So many of us are overcome by fear, worry and distress because we don’t take our burdens to the Lord in prayer.  Get up a little earlier.  Meet the Lord in the early morning hours, before you plunge into the busy activity of the day.  You will find that things will go much better.

Covenant with the Lord, right now as David did long ago, and say, My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.  God will do great and mighty things through you.

Now, if you happen to be one who has never received Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, I have tried to make it clear (yesterday and today) that this is so important because there is no approach whatsoever to God the Father other than through God the Son.  You see, the Bible makes it clear there is one God, and one mediator between God and men and that is Christ Jesus.  So, if you’re going to pray, you need to know Christ.  How do you come to know Christ?  You just say, “Lord, I know I am a sinner.  I know You died for my sins and I am sorry for my sins, but I receive You right now as my Savior and Lord.”  And you know what will happen?  God will come into your life.  You will be saved for all eternity and you will be on praying ground.  And, then, you can pray at any time, any place, and God will hear you.

Father God, we pray that many may get things settled right now.  Some listening need Jesus so badly.  May they open their heart to Him and receive Him as Savior and Lord.  And grant, Father, that all of us may be prayer warriors, for we ask in the Name and for the sake of Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
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