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       Of Greatest Importance           Dr. J. Allen Blair

Do you know what God wants Christians to do more than anything else?   I am convinced that it is to do our very best to reach the lost for Jesus Christ.  But how many of us are really doing our best?

There is no question about it, the church’s (as well as each individual Christian’s) chief responsibility is to communicate the Gospel to the lost.  Yet, how few churches there are that are really serious about evangelism.  Church boards seem far more concerned about building programs, membership increases, progress reports . .  . than they are in reaching the lost for Christ.  Now, I am not speaking about those churches that have ceased to proclaim the Gospel.  These I do not recognize as churches but, rather, clubhouses for entertainment and lectures.  I have in mind those churches that still recognize the Bible as the inerrant word of God, the final rule of faith and practice.  How few of these churches seem to be fulfilling the mission for which they were established.  Churches are supposed to be lighthouses penetrating the darkness with their light.  There are millions of people living around churches that have not in any sense of the word seen the light that nearby churches are supposed to be producing.

Christians gather for their Bible Study and fellowship groups week after week.  They absorb more and more knowledge about the Bible but, so often, this is as far as it goes.

Let me read a few verses from the lips of our Lord that all of us who are in Christ would do well to heed.  In Mark 1:17 (in speaking to those who would follow Him) He said, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.  In Matthew 10:32-33, He said, Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.  And, then (in His high priestly prayer in John 17) Jesus prayed (verse 18), As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world (that is, his followers -- we have been called to go into the world and reach the lost for Christ).  And, then, in Acts 1:8, we get the same idea:  When Jesus prophesied the coming of the Holy Spirit He declared, But ye (those who follow Christ) shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  We have a worldwide ministry.  We have been called to reach the lost, wherever they are, that they might be eternally saved and eventually go to heaven.

The entire thrust of these verses I just read to you seems to place a burden on every true born again believer to do his very best in communicating this wonderful Gospel to those who need Christ.  In my travels, I find that the majority of Christians are insulated and isolated as far as the unsaved are concerned.  We need to go where the unsaved are.  We must become involved for Jesus Christ.  

The Lord Jesus said, in Matthew 12:34, Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.  If one has experienced new life by receiving Jesus Christ as Lord, he should overflow with God’s goodness and grasp every opportunity to tell others about the Savior.  Having been delivered from his selfishness, he should be a witness for Jesus Christ.  Consider the earnest compassion for the lost evidenced by Jesus.  He always had time for people.  No one wanted to bother with the blind beggar along the route to Jericho except Jesus.  Zacchaeus was a social outcast - rich but unloved.  Yet, Jesus went to him, called him by name and invited Himself over to Zacchaeus’ home for a visit that He might minister to the needs of this man’s heart.  Levi had a reputation like that of Zacchaeus.  Jesus not only communicated God’s truth to him but went to a dinner party at his house with all of Levi’s old cronies in attendance.  The Samaritan woman at the well needed a true friend.  Jesus could have just sat there and ignored her.  He was tired, but He saw more than a woman by the well.  He saw a needy woman and involved Himself in her messy life.  As the result, she was the first to hear from His lips “I am the Messiah.”  And, further, He let her bring the whole town out and then accepted an invitation to be the guest of the village for a few more days.  

Christ had a reputation.  He ate with winebibbers and sinners.  But it is also said of Him, They could find no fault in him.  His association with sinners did not involve Him in sin.  His patience with doubters did not condone unbelief.  He was available for people.  He was comfortable with unbelievers, with sinners.  How different it is in our 21th century.  To many of us, telling the Gospel resembles a raid from the outside into the devil’s fortress to deposit a quick load of truth; then, an immediate retreat to the barracks of the saints.  Truth becomes a formula, rather than a Savior communicated by love.  We find the church dissipating her devotion on a thousand concerns; dribbling her energies on secondary issues.  We have so many irons in the fire that none of them is hot.  We need not only consecration, but concentration to our main business of evangelism.  We are wasting our efforts on causes -- some of which may be worth enough in themselves, but we have forgotten that:

Dark the night of sin hath settled

Loud the angry billows roar

Eager eyes are watching, longing

For the lights along the shore

The crisis of this hour will never be met by clever talks on current events along with cookie munching and coffee sipping.  May God deliver us from stuffing our own lives with the Gospel while multitudes have never heard.  While many of our people in our churches today are gorging themselves with Bible truths, outside the church millions are starving for the lack of the Gospel.  Indeed, the church today must prove its existence.  We must change our course.  No longer can we sit behind tons of bricks in smug complacency.  If we do not invade the circumference with the Truth, the circumference will invade us.  We are saved to tell others.  May God awaken us from our ease in Zion.  For, be sure of this, any church whose business is not God’s business will soon be out of the business.  

I may be speaking to a lifeless church member.  My dear friend, get excited for Jesus Christ.  Surrender yourself to the control of Christ and then be a witness for Him.  On the other hand, I may be speaking to someone who has never confessed Christ.  You need Him.  You need Him badly.  You need Him worse than you think.  I hope that right now you will open your heart to Him and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner; I want to be saved.  Come into my life and save me.”  God will do just that and you will be a child of God and, I hope, a child of God on fire for Jesus - out to reach the lost for Him.

Father, we pray that You will revive us again.  Put within the heart of every listening believer the desire to use our assets for one purpose only and that of telling others of the saving power of Jesus Christ.  We pray this in His Holy Name.  Amen.
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