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Our Prime Sin                 Dr. J. Allen Blair

I suppose all Christians have hang-ups of one kind or another, but there seems to be a common problem all of us have.  There is a solution, however.  But, so often, we seem to ignore it.

I was on a commercial flight, waiting to leave the Pittsburg airport and fly to Charlotte.  We had waited about a half-hour while the plane refueled and other necessary preparations essential to the continuation of our flight were done.  All the Pittsburg passengers had come aboard and we were just about ready to leave when a man came rushing up the steps and boarded the plane which was already full.  The stewardess informed him very politely that every seat was taken, that he was late and he would have to leave.  Loud and profane, he assured her that he had a ticket and he was going to stay.  She tried to explain to him that if a passenger is not at the airport and checked-in so many minutes before flight time, his seat would be sold.  But, regardless of this, the intruder was determined that he was going to stay on the flight.  He sat down in the aisle and he detained the whole planeload of passengers for 30 extra minutes, until the state police arrived and removed him from the plane.

Here was a prime example of the selfishness so commonly found in the lives of many today.  With no regard for others and their rights, there are some people who are living only for themselves.  I am sorry to confess, also, that there are Christian people who are like this.  I assure you that they are not happy people, for Jesus taught that real happiness is found in living for others.  He was our example and this is the way He lived at all times.  He came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.   We, who are Christ’s followers are obligated to do the same.  Not to think of ourselves, but to think of others.  

We read, in Romans 15:3, For even Christ pleased not himself.  This was evident all through His ministry.  He lived for you and me in every sense of the word.  And because of His sacrifice for us, you and I who have come to Him are no longer to live for ourselves but for Him.  Let me read 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:  And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.  We are to live for Christ and in living for Christ we shall live for others.  This, of course, demands full commitment to Christ.  There are some who claim Him as Savior but that’s about as far as they go.  

Christ wants to be Lord of our lives.  God has put all His fullness into Jesus, and after you have given all to your Jesus, you should take all from Jesus.  Let me give you a little lesson in mathematics.  Suppose I draw a curve, then the remainder of the circumference needed to make the curve into a circle is the complement (or “completion”) of the curve.  The curve and the complement, together, make one circle.  If the curve is short, it needs a large completion.  And if the curve is long, it needs a small completion.  But whether the curve is large or small, it is not a circle without its completion.

Now, you are the curve.  The less there is of you, the more you need the completion of Christ.  The more there is of you, the less you have of Christ.  But Christ and you are complete to meet any need that may come to you in time or eternity.  The problem is to learn how to appropriate for you life this completeness He has ready for you.

In Colossians 2:10, we read, Ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.   If this is true of you (if you are recognizing your completeness in Christ),  there isn’t much of you left:  Christ has the preeminence; you are controlled by Him; you are not controlled by your self and you are living in the victory He has provided over self.

How many Christians there are that are easily hurt.  They are sensitive and, as a result, given to complaining and sometimes getting even.  These disturbances come from thinking themselves to be something of importance and assuming rights they do not possess.  Those who are in Christ are supposed to die with Christ and be resurrected into a new life:  a life of selflessness.  Paul said, in Galatians 2:20, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.  One who is dead feels nothing.  For him, there is no more honor or reputation.  Praise or blame are both meaningless to him.  This is the way it is when one is dead in Christ.  He is no longer disturbed by criticism or flattery.  Christ receives all the praise.  

Isn’t it true that most of us wear two pair of glasses?  One pair is used to look at others.  We take them off and put on the other pair which is used to look at ourselves.  My, how nice the second pair is.  How attractive to look at ourselves.  But other?  That’s different. Do you know why this is?  We haven’t fully surrendered to Jesus Christ.  He does not yet have the place of preeminence in our lives.  We are controlled by the flesh, rather than the Holy Spirit.  

A person who is all wrapped up in himself is a pretty small package, isn’t he?  There was never a man so empty as when he was full of himself.  This is why we need to be yielded to the control of Christ.  When we are, we shall not think of our own comforts but those of others.

There was a very poor elderly man who was planting and grafting an apple tree.  He was rudely interrupted by the question, “Why do you plant trees while you cannot hope to eat the fruit from them?”  He raised himself up and (leaning upon his spade), replied, “Someone planted trees before I was born and I have eaten their fruits.  I now plant for others that the memorial of my gratitude may exist when I am gone.”  This ought to be the spirit of the child of God in everything -- not only in planting, but in every phase of living.  If we have been to the Cross and visualize Calvary’s love, we should prove this fact by living free from selfishness.  This, of course, can only be done if we permit Jesus Christ to control us.  We cannot do it in our own strength.

Let me ask, is Christ everything to you?  Is your life wholly yielded to Him and His control?  Or, are you still motivated by a selfish heart?  Be sure, when you come to Christ, He will never send you away empty unless you come so stuffed full of yourself that there is not any room for His blessing.  I believe this is why some of us have little prayer power.  We are selfish, even in our prayers.  James said, Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.  Think of it:  Praying out of selfish hearts (asking amiss) to get things to satisfy our own selfish lusts.  God says we are wasting our time praying this kind of prayer.  Who is it that gets things from God?  Well, in the same epistle, James tells us (5:16), The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  Who is a righteous man?  He is the person controlled by Christ Himself.  He is a person who has turned everything over to the Lord Jesus.  He has asked the Lord to crowd anything out that might be displeasing to Him.  

I hope this is true in your life.  If you’ve never taken Jesus into your life, now is the time to do it; and He will remove all of selfishness as He controls you by Himself.

Father God, bless these words to our hearts and minds and may the Holy Spirit take full charge of us as we yield to the control of Christ, for we ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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