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Don’t Stop Sharing                Dr. J. Allen Blair

I am Allen Blair and I want to discuss what I consider to be a common weakness among those who profess to be followers of Christ.

Some years ago, tens of thousands of people were shocked by the Lindbergh kidnapping.  Because of the pressures resulting from this tragedy, the Lindberghs made a secret decision to leave America and move to England.  The New York Times got the exclusive story with the provision that the story was not to break until the Lindberghs were at sea.  Lindberg gave the story to his friend, Deke Lyman, the reporter on Saturday.  On Monday morning, everyone would be startled to read the story on the front page of the Times.  At two o’clock Sunday afternoon, Deke Lyman came to his desk.  Other reporters did not know what he was banging out on his typewriter.  If they had been watching, they would have observed that Deke was having trouble with his release.  He kept ripping out one sheet of paper after another and tearing them up.  At two o’clock he started.  Finally, he got his lead at seven o’clock in the evening - five hours later.  

When I read that, I thought to myself “what persistence some people have to achieve their purposes.”  This, of course, is the reason why many are so successful in business today.  They refuse to give up.  How we need this characteristic among Christians.  There are so many quitters among them.  Especially is this true when we’re trying to lead someone to Christ.  We give up too easily.  We overlook the power of prayer.  We discontinue our efforts to speak for the Lord too soon, little realizing that we must not give up.

We are told in the word of God over and over again that we must be persistent.  Let us learn from those who have achieved because of their persistence.  

Now, to be persistent is to be Scriptural.  God says, in Luke 18:1, Men ought always to pray, and not to faint.  Well, the sad thing is we do faint.  We do give up.  We fail to believe God.  Especially is this true regarding some of our unsaved loved ones.  We have a great God who knows no limits.  Do we have a boy or girl, or mother or father, or spouse away from God?  Well, don’t stop praying.  God will hear.  He will undertake.  It may take a month or even years.  You may not even be here when the miracle takes place.  But, if you believe God and believe His word; if you respect the promises of God’s truth and faithfully persist in prayer, God will honor your faithfulness.   

Maybe you have been faithful in witnessing to someone.  You are discouraged.  They seem so indifferent that you feel like you ought to give up.  Do not be deceived by the wicked one.  He would delight to see you quit at this point.  The last thing the devil wants you to do is point a lost soul to Jesus Christ.  He will let you go to prayer meetings. He will let you give messages.  He will even permit you to be a faithful worker in your church, if only you will stop short of seeking to show someone the way to Christ.  This is what he hates because unsaved people belong to him.  Jesus said of the unsaved, in John 8:44, Ye are of your father the devil.  Satan wants to keep the unsaved for himself.  To this end, he blinds their minds.  Listen to 2 Corinthians 4:3-4.  If our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost;  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God should shine unto them.  

Doubtless, you would like to take some of these people to whom you have witnessed time and time again and try to shake the truth into them.  They seem to be so blind and so indifferent to the simple truths you presented.  Keep in mind, they are under satanic power.  Not only are they blind to the truth because of their sin, but they are in spiritual darkness because of the wicked one.  In Hebrews 5:11, we are told that they are dull of hearing.  You shared the truth with them, over and over again; and, yet, they seem insensible to the claims of Christ.  I have talked with people who were brilliant experts in their field - possessing the highest degrees our universities offer - and, yet, when I presented the simple claims of Christ (telling them that they could be saved by trusting in Christ), they couldn’t see it.  They could not perceive the elementary truths of the Bible.  What God says in 1 Corinthians 2:14 - The natural man (that is the unconverted person) receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him.  They are foolishness unto them because they are blind to the truth.  

Of course, some of us went through the same experience.  For this reason, we must be sympathetic with those to whom we witness.  At the same time, we must be persistent - refusing to give up.  We must not permit anything to deter us.  We need to keep in mind that, without Christ, people are lost and condemned to hell.  

In James 5:20, we read, Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hid a multitude of sins.  Think of the high privilege we have as believers to save souls from death - not merely physical death, but eternal death - so that they might spend eternity with God.  Of course, the putting away of the multitude of sins is not our sins but theirs - they will all be under the blood.  The moment a person believes on Christ, he is saved and his sins are washed away.  There is no greater thrill that can come to the child of God than pointing an unbeliever to the Savior.  Think what it will be like when you arrive in heaven and see people there because you told them about Christ.  

Somewhere I found these few lines of verse.  I don’t know who wrote them:

When I enter the beautiful city

Far, far from earth’s sorrow and care

I want to hear somebody saying

It was you who invited me here

When to welcome me over the river

The loved ones of earth shall draw near

I want to hear somebody whisper

It was you who invited me here

When at home in those mansions eternal

And the saved around me appear

I want to hear somebody tell me

It was you who invited me here

When the glad harps of heaven are ringing

With music so tender and clear

I want to hear somebody singing

It was you who invited me here

Thus, I say to you, if you are in Jesus Christ, don’t let the devil deceive you.  Keep pressing on.  Satan will try to keep you from witnessing.  But be persistent.  Don’t give up.  And God will bless your efforts.  

And, for you listening to me today who have never received Christ into your life, I invite you right now to turn to Him.  He will forgive you of all your past.  He will cleanse you from all your sins.  And He will give you everlasting life, if only you will bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know you died for me.  I know I am a sinner.  And, right now, I trust you as my Savior and Lord.”  He will enter your life and He will change your life.  There will be a miraculous change.  You won’t have to do it, but He will do it.  Let Him do it. 

Father, we thank You for Yourself.  We thank You for answers to prayer.  We thank You that somebody told us about the Savior and because of that some of us are saved today.  But many listening are not saved, Father.  Oh, I pray, that they will come to Jesus Christ Your Son and be saved.  For I ask this in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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