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The Way of the Cross              Dr. J. Allen Blair

Have you ever gotten lost while traveling in a strange city?  Most of us have.  The way we were going seemed to be the right way, but it proved to be wrong.  Well this happens to people relative to spiritual matters, too.

The apostle Paul declared, God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I am to the world.  Paul did not glory in himself, nor in his own exploits.  But it was the Cross which was the focus of all his attention.  Why?  Because the Cross exemplified the death of the Son of God that made possible the great transformation in Paul’s life.

For many people, the Cross is meaningless and useless, but for Paul, it was the heart of the message which he preached.  He declared, in 1 Corinthians 1:18, For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  Without the truth of the Cross, we have no message and no hope.  The Cross is man’s only hope.  For it is through this message that we are reconciled to God.

Listen to Colossians 1:20.  Christ, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  Man’s only approach to God is through Jesus Christ.  God has planted the Cross of Christ at the crossroads of history.  There is no way that anyone can detour around it.  This is a fact.  As the days pass, the inevitable confronting of everyone with Christ becomes more apparent.  From Him there is no escape.  It is the reaction to that encounter which determines the disposition and destiny of the individual.  

The Cross produced one of the darkest hours in history.  But it was not without its meaning.  When Jesus was born, the darkness of midnight was turned into the full blaze of midday.  But, when He died, the brilliance of midday was plunged into the blackness of midnight.  How could it be otherwise when sinful men sought to extinguish the Light of the world?  Light rejected brings darkness.  But, because Christ endured the darkness, hope was provided for those on their way to outer and eternal darkness.  Thus, all who believe on Christ become the children of Light and dwell forever in that celestial land where there shall be no night.  

If you would have your soul’s need met, bow in adoration at the feet of the Son of God.  There, you will be overwhelmed with the greatness of His love.  Turn your thoughts to Calvary.  Gaze upon that holy sufferer on the central cross.  Contemplate the utter desolation of that Blessed One as He cried out in the thick darkness, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  Pause there, while in spirit you travel back to Gethsemane where the dread anticipation of Golgotha caused the bloody sweat of soul agony.  Now, return to the “place of the skull:”  Calvary, where the most solemn transaction in time or eternity took place.  There, God the Father abandoned His Son when He (the sinless One), having voluntarily taken our guilt, bore the full weight of judgment due because of it.  God made him; that is, Jesus Christ, to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Someone has declared that Calvary is God’s infinite heartache manifest in time.  Indeed it is.  What a price Jesus Christ paid for our sins that we might become the possessors of everlasting life.  When Jesus Christ died on the Cross, it was not human nature offering its very best to God; it was God offering His very heart to man.  God not only permitted His Son to die on the Cross as a way of salvation, but He proved to the world that it was  the way when He raised Him up from the dead and gave Him glory.  It was Christ’s resurrection that proved the value of the Cross.  

The theologians quibble over the question of “How did sin enter into the world?”  Personally, I do not think this is the matter of supreme importance.  To me, the greater issue is how to get sin out of the world.  God has given us the answer in the message of the Cross.  For it is there that Jesus Christ shed His blood that can blot out human sin and guilt and make possible everlasting forgiveness and peace.  When a man or woman believes in Jesus Christ, the blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanseth from all sin.  The Cross made this possible.  

Thus, there is hope for everyone listening to me.  No life is too far gone for Jesus Christ.  There is forgiveness on the basis repentance and confession.  The Bible says, in Romans 10:9, That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  

One time, a clergyman (talking about deathbed conversion) said to a Christian woman, “Do you think that a death-bed repentance does away with a whole life of sin?”  “No,” she answered quietly, “but Calvary does.”  

The Lord Jesus said, in John 12:32, And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  He was lifted up from the earth on the Cross.  The fact that He will draw all men unto Him does not mean that every one will be saved.  But it does mean that He provided a way so that everyone can be saved.  The Cross provides universal salvation for all who believe on Jesus Christ.  It is God’s only way of salvation.  

When the Lord Jesus Christ was on this earth, He lived a perfect life.  He helped people wherever He went.  He healed their bodies, He even raised the dead.  But this is not why He came.  Luke 19:10 says He came to seek, and to save the lost.  It was by means of the Cross that He made this great salvation possible.

When Christ was on the Cross, one of the thieves at His side shouted, If thou be the Christ, save thyself and us!  It would have been easy for Christ to comply with this request.  It would not have been any problem at all for the Son of God to step down from the Cross and even release the two thieves.  But He did not come to save Himself.  He came to give Himself a sacrifice for all, that everyone might have an opportunity to be saved.  He died for you.  But there is more.  He is not a dead corpse in a Syrian tomb.  He is very much alive today, for He arose from the grave.  Soon, He is going to return and rule and reign in the world.  But, right now, He has a gift for you:  The gift of everlasting life.  You can accept it or reject it.  With the gift of life, you gain the right to heaven.  If you reject it, you have only the right to hell.  Friend, will you open your heart to Jesus Christ and say, “Lord, come into my heart.  I trust You as my Savior and Lord”?  

Father God, You have made it so clear in Your Word that there is no road leading to Heaven other than the way of the Cross.  We pray that many who need Christ will recognize their need at this moment and call upon Him for salvation.  May they receive that which You have made possible for them through the Cross, for we ask in our Savior’s Name.  Amen.
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