(Tape No. 230)


The Joy of the Lord                Dr. J. Allen Blair

Do you know it is possible to be joyful in spite of your circumstances?  You may not be able to control your circumstances, but that is no reason to let your circumstances control you.  You can be a winner.  In a few minutes, I will return to tell you how.  Christians do not have a bleak, dark future.  We are not worried about uncertainty, for we know Who is coming.  Here is Bev Shea [singing] “When He Comes.”

One of the distinguishing marks of a Christian should be the abounding joy of the Lord.  Atheism is without a song.  Agnosticism has nothing to sing about.   The various forms of idolatry are without joy.  But the Bible says to the believer, O come, let us sing unto the LORD.  

When Christ came, the angels greeted His birth with a song.  And, ever since, the Christian song has gained in its fullness and strength throughout the centuries.  In John 15:11, Jesus says, These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.  Of course, to have the joy of the Lord a person must have Christ in his life.  Christ should be not merely a guest but the Master of the life.  If He is the Master, we should have His joy.

It is surprising how many people think that a long face is a passport to heaven.  A man not long converted attended a Bible conference for the first time.  After the opening session, the friend who had brought him said, “Well, how did you enjoy the first meeting?”  The new convert hesitated, then replied, “To be honest, if I had still been unsaved and you had brought me here, I would have thought to myself ‘how defeated this group of people look.’  There is something wrong, isn’t there?”  When the other man agreed that there wasn’t much victory, the new convert said, “Oh, please, don’t think I want to find fault.  But droopy Christians always puzzle me.  I am only a new Christian, but by God’s grace I want to show forth the victory that is in Jesus Christ.  Isn’t that what is meant by the power of His Resurrection?”  Well, the new Christian was absolutely correct.  There are too many sad, gloomy, down-in-the-mouth people who say they are Christians, yet they seem to know absolutely nothing about the joy of the Lord.  They are always complaining and grumbling about something.  

The psalmist declared, in Psalm 40:3, And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD.  Do people trust in the Lord because they have seen so much of the joy of the Lord in you?  Or, are they turned away from God and the things that really satisfy in life because they sense so much dissatisfaction in your life?  No one can be a real testimony for God until he has come into the experience of the joy of the Lord in his heart.

The religion that makes a man look sick certainly won’t cure a dying world.  I know of a brother in Christ who, for many years, has awakened every morning to sing the hymn:

When morning gilds the skies,

My heart awaking cries,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Alike at work and prayer

To Jesus I repair,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Oh, if we could get that spirit into our hearts.  In everything, at all times, realizing that Jesus Christ ought to be praised.  This, of course, holds true in times of adversity and sorrow, as well as in hours of prosperity and blessing.   Paul could say, As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.  He did not permit himself to become disgruntled, sad and melancholy.  In fact, he says (in Philippians 4:4), Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.  No matter what the circumstances may be, the true child of God can rejoice because he has the joy of the Lord in his heart.  

Missionaries in heathen countries claim that they can distinguish Christian natives from others by the joy on their faces.  Joy is the trademark of all true believers.  To restore joy to our hearts and lives was the supreme mission of Jesus Christ.  Fear not, the angel said, For, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy . . . For unto you is born this day . . . a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  Joy was the dominant note in the lives of the early Christians.  Many of them were poor.  Some of them were slaves.  But earthly circumstances could not tarnish their trademark of joy.  We read of the Macedonian Christians that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy in their deep poverty abounded.  These believers knew the Lord and trusted in the Lord.  He was the source of all their joy.  That’s why it was genuine.  

Somebody has said, “Joy is the flag which is flown from the castle of the heart when the King is in His residence.”  So true, isn’t it?  Do you have the Lord in your heart, my dear friend?  Then His joy should be there too.  And, if it is there, it should be visible on your face.  I have met some people who appear as though if one is a Christian he ought not to laugh.  We should understand that there is just as much spirituality in laughing as in crying.  One does not need a long face to love God.  The Lord’s servant said (in Habakkuk 3:18), I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.  Do you have the joy of the Lord in your life today?  Or, are you like the children of Israel who during their wanderings complained and grumbled?  They sang the blues throughout their 40 years of wilderness wanderings having no conception of what the word “rejoice” really meant.  They complained constantly.  

Complaining is really a disease.  Even Christian people are afflicted by it.  How about you?  Maybe you ought to ask the Lord to fill your heart with His joy.  He can and He will, if you will ask Him.  He wants you to rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.  If your heart is in tune with Him, you should be a possessor of His joy.  It could be that you have never really met Him.  This is why you have not found real joy in living.  Let me ask you, have you definitely taken Christ into your life?  I talked with a young fellow and asked him, “Do you know the Lord?”  He replied, “Yes, but not like I should.”  Listen, we either know Christ or we do not know Christ.  We are either saved or lost.  There is no middle ground.  If we are on the Lord’s side, we are on His side.  Thus, let me ask again, “Do you really know the Lord?”  If not, come to Him now.  Let Him flood your heart with His joy.  Even though you may be surrounded by misery, take Christ into your life and you will be able to say (as David said, in Psalm 4:7), Thou hast put gladness in my heart.

Father, do a work in hearts today, I pray.  There are so many who do not know the joy of the Lord, even some of Your people.  May they surrender to Your perfect will (whatever that may be) and begin to rejoice in the Lord, counting all things joy in Christ.  For we ask in His Name.  Amen.
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