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Zeal With Purpose                  Dr. J. Allen Blair

It is very possible to be zealous for the Lord while accomplishing little.  Zeal must have purpose in the family of God.  If it does, great and mighty things will often be the result.

There are many voices in the world clamoring to be heard these days.  Some are speaking truth, but may are speaking lies.  There is one voice that seems to be heard above all the rest.  Of Him, it can be said, Never man spake like this man.  Who is this man?  It is the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  His voice is the voice of authority.

In the first 12 verses of the 2nd chapter of the Gospel of Mark, Christ’s authority is conclusively proved.  In verses 1-5, we see His authority disclosed.  In verses 6-7, His authority is disputed.  While, in verses 8-12, His authority is demonstrated.

First of all, notice how Christ’s authority is disclosed.  Jesus entered a certain home in Capernaum.  As soon as word began to spread of His visit, people came from all directions to see and hear Him.  Before long, the house was crowded with people - with many more standing on the outside looking in the windows.  Our Lord never sought for popularity, but rather opportunity.  Thus, we read in verse 2 that he preached the word unto them.   He well knew that it is the word of God that brings comfort to troubled hearts.  That it is God’s word that provides hope for the helpless sinner.  Thus, He proclaimed the truth of God’s word to these needy hearts.

Likewise, every true believer ought to be looking for opportunities to make known the word of God.  David said, in Psalm 19:7, The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.  As we point men and women to the truth of God’s word, they will find deliverance through Jesus Christ from their sin, and hope for the future.  Are you troubled? distraught? disconsolate? dissatisfied?  Turn to the word of God.  Hear the message of the Lord.  Jesus declares (in John 15:3), Now are ye clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  

While our Lord was preaching the truth to the many who had gathered, four men came carrying another man who was physically helpless, sick of the palsy.  They were trying to get him to Jesus so he could be healed.  Because the crowd was so great, they mounted the steps that led to the roof of the house, lifted back the tarpaulin and tile and lowered the man on his cot by means of a rope.  Was this not rudeness?  Were they not inconsiderate?  No.  They had a vision.  They had great concern for this man’s need and they were willing to go to any extreme to get him to Jesus.  I think we need more of this spirit in our day.  We who believe that Jesus Christ is the answer to every problem and need in life are too reserved in our approach.  We need a holy boldness that will spark our faith to motivate us to get serious about winning the lost to Jesus Christ.  

We talk about winning souls to Christ, but how few of us really have a burning compassion to reach men and women for the Lord?  We get so involved in business, home responsibilities, TV and social activities, that we lose our vision and concern for those who need Christ.  

In Psalm 126:6, we read, He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.  When have you last wept over the souls of men?  When Jesus looked over the city of Jerusalem and saw the sin, the crime, the heartaches and (above all) people that needed God, He wept.  But when have you last wept because of the needs of your neighbors, your friends, your loved ones who need Christ?  It may be that you should have a new experience with God.  Your heart may be cold.  You have lost your burden.  Get alone with God and allow the Holy Spirit to fill your heart and give you the needed compassion to reach out into the vineyard to pluck fruit for Christ.

Doubtless, in the light of this unusual spectacle of a man being let down through the roof, Jesus stopped speaking and simply watched.  And then, we read (in Mark 2:5), When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.  From what our Lord said here, it was faith that prompted these men to act.  They had faith to believe that Jesus Christ could heal this man.  Do we have faith to believe that Jesus Christ can heal the sin-sick hearts of the lost?  Then we ought to be giving our time, our money, and our efforts to the task of bringing people to Him. 

God says, in James 5:20, Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the err orof his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.  Friends, we have a high calling from God to turn men and women from death: eternal death; from the eternal fires of hell, that they might have life through Jesus Christ.  Oh, child of God, are you busy searching out the lost, seeking to bring them to Jesus?  If not, let God start a new fire in your heart at this moment that you may burn for Him in a loving compassion to reach the lost for Him.

Well, I shall continue our meditation from Mark 2 tomorrow.  But, before I close, let me ask you:  Do you know Jesus Christ personally in your life?  You may know about Him, but have you ever definitely invited Him to become your Savior and Lord?  If not, will you bow your head at this moment and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner but I want to be saved, and right now I invite You to come into my life.”  Jesus will enter your life never to leave.  Trust Him, friend.  Don’t put it off.  Don’t delay.  Now is the time to come to Jesus.

Our Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your grace at work in our lives.  Father, help us to put first things first.  It is so easy for us to become occupied with the things of this world that we forget that we are ambassadors for Jesus Christ.  God, give us compassion within our hearts.  May we forget ourselves and our own needs and interests and become interested in people who have burdens and difficulties, who need Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  Give us a vision, we pray, and we shall thank You in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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