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Our All Wise Lord               Dr. J. Allen Blair

It is difficult for us humans to realize that our God has all knowledge and is aware of everything.  Jesus Christ knows all things and is not limited in any way.  

We pick up our study in Mark 2, verse 5.  Yesterday, we saw the great faith evidenced by the four men who were bringing the palsied man to Jesus.  There is just one more thing I want to point out from verse 5 before we move on in our study:  Notice when the man was let down before Jesus, our Lord said, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.  He came for physical healing, but got healing for his soul.  This suggests to me that there is a possibility that his physical affliction may have been the result of his spiritual condition.  Physical infirmity, very often, is the result of sin in the life.  Even if this were not the case of this man, soul-healing is always of far greater importance than physical healing.  God declares (in 1 Timothy 4:8), For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.  Nothing is more important for any of us than to have the soul healed; by that, I mean, to believe on Jesus Christ to receive forgiveness of sins.

Thus, Jesus took care of this man’s foremost need.  Before He healed his body, he was made right with God:  He was cleansed from his sin. It may be that I am speaking to some who are sick physically.  You have tried everything under the sun for help.  You have gone from doctor to doctor.  Have you ever thought about your spiritual condition?  Maybe the root of the trouble is spiritual heart trouble.  It is very possible that you have never come to Jesus Christ and gotten right with God by believing on the Son of God, Jesus.  If you were to believe on Him at this moment, He would cleanse you from all sin and you might well find that your physical trouble is the result of your sins.  Why not try Jesus and find out?

Whenever anyone does a good work, you may be sure he will be criticized.  That was the case, here, when Jesus cleansed this man of his sin.  In verses 6-7 of Mark 2, we see our Lord’s authority disputed:  But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?  Notice that Mark tells us these men were reasoning in their hearts.  They refused to exercise faith.  Everything had to be down in black and white.  It is impossible to reason out spiritual truth or even the workings of God.  

We are told, in 1 Corinthians 2:14, that the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  Certainly, they are foolishness unto the one who will not believe God, the eternal God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth.  If anyone tries to match his intelligence with the divine mind, he will understand nothing.  

Some people say they will not believe anything they cannot understand.  Unless they can thoroughly understand it and know all about it, they tell us they will not believe.  Well, let me ask these people, do they know the origin of the alphabet or numerals?  They use the ABC’s and the 123’s almost every day of their life, but they know absolutely nothing of the origin of these.  Still, they use them.  There are many things we cannot understand about God, the Bible and eternity.  But this does not stop us from believing.

The critics called Jesus a man.  They were not willing to accept Him as God, even though He had declared (in John 10:30), I and my Father are one.  Regardless of the fact that He had performed many, many miracles, they still refused to acknowledge Him as God.  Thus we see (in the closing verses describing this particular incident in Mark 2), our Lord’s authority was demonstrated.  (Verses 8-12.)  Christ did not hear these men criticizing Him, but He knew what they were talking about because, being God, He knew everything.  It says here, in verse 8, Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves.  Be sure, He knows about every one of us today.  In John 2:25, we read that He needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.  He knows all about our sins.  He knows about our inconsistencies.  He knows about our rebellious hearts.  And, we read in Galatians 6:7-8, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  You see, we are dealing with a God who knows what we are and, at the same time, must condemn and punish sin unless we turn to Him for His gracious deliverance provided through the Cross.

Realizing what the critics were saying about Him, Jesus went on to say (in verse 9), Whether it is easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.  Notice what happened in response to these words of our Lord.  In verse 12, we read, And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.  You see, Jesus did not simply forgive sin.  He proved that He had the authority to forgive sin by healing this man physically.  The critics had nothing to say.  They were convinced.  They had seen the miracle with their own eyes.  Thus, if Jesus could heal the man physically, could He not also heal him spiritually?  

Our Lord proved conclusively that He is the authority of the soul.  Yes, friends, there is a Savior to whom we may go whatever our need in life.  To be sure, He can provide healing for the body if it is His will.  But, above all, He provides healing for the soul.  Should it be that you are without Jesus Christ, I invite you right now to come to Him.  Turn your eyes to Jesus.  Claim Him as your sin-bearer, as the One who died on the Cross to pay the eternal price for your sins.  You may be in a corner, so to speak.  You are trapped.  You can’t get out.  Listen, there is a way out.  

There is a way out with Jesus Christ if you were to bow before Him and confess your sin to Him, God would give you deliverance.  He would forgive you not only of your present sin, but every sin you have ever committed.  You can’t resist an invitation to turn to Him, I am sure.  Jesus loves you and He proved His love when He went to the Cross and died for your sins and He wants to save you for all eternity.  Will you let Him do it?  If so, just simply bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner but I realize You died for me and, right now, I confess You as my Savior and Lord.”  God will meet you.  God will help you.  Let Him do it as you call on Him.

Father God, we pray that many today will hear Your voice.  We pray that those who are in need may turn to Him who can supply every need.  Our greatest need is to be saved.  And we know many listening to this broadcast need to be saved.  May they come to Christ now, Father, and not delay.  For we ask it in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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