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Fearless for God                  Dr. J. Allen Blair

Those who have met Christ and experienced His great salvation have much to talk about. But the problem is they don’t talk; that is, about salvation through Christ.  People need to hear and we must tell them.

In writing to Titus in 2:14, the apostle Paul tells of Christ giving Himself for our salvation.  And then he adds three reasons why he did this:  (1) That we might be redeemed from all iniquity.  This assures us of the fact that our sin debt is cancelled the very moment we trust Christ for salvation.  (2) That Christ might purify unto Himself a peculiar people.  We are not only saved from sin, but made pure in Christ.  (3) As the result of this great salvation, the believer should be zealous of good works.  Some people boast about the good works they do with the thought in mind that they are earning their salvation.  But this is an impossibility because nothing can compare with the finished work of Jesus Christ which was wrought out on the Cross when He died for our sins.  We are saved by God’s grace through faith in the living Christ.  But, after we are saved, then we should be anxious to do good works for God.  In fact, this is one of the evidences of new life in Christ.  If a person professes Christ and does not produce works that prove his profession, then he is a hypocrite and unsaved.

Now, there is a word in this 14th verse of Titus 2 that may be misleading to some.  We are told that Jesus died to purify unto himself a peculiar people.  When we think of a peculiar person we naturally have in mind someone who is strange, eccentric, different from other people.  Well, that is exactly what the word means here.  The explanation, however, is in the fact that Paul is making a comparison.  In the eyes of the unbeliever, the follower of Christ may appear different from other people because he should be different:  God saved him out of darkness and brought him to the light so that if he is truly saved he will no longer follow darkness.  Jesus made this clear in John 8:12 when He said, I am the light of the world:  he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  

There is something peculiar about light in its relationship to darkness.  The fact is, it is just the opposite.  Light is everything darkness is not.  In the same manner, the Christian is naturally peculiar when compared to the unsaved.  Before a person became a Christian perhaps he drank, but now he doesn’t; maybe he committed adultery, now he doesn’t; maybe abused his wife, now he doesn’t.  God changed him so that he is as darkness changing to light.  The result is (in the eyes of the unsaved) he may appear peculiar.  

In this sense, Christians are a peculiar people.  We are eccentric, which means out of center.  As far as the world is concerned, believers are out of center.  We don’t fit in with some of the things that are happening in the world.  If Christ is the center of our life, we should be out of center with the world.  

We are a separated people - separated from ungodliness and evil practices that surround us in this world in which we are living - not separated from people, not even separated from unsaved people.  If we separate ourselves from people, how will we ever reach them for Christ?  This thought is brought out so clearly by Christ in His high priestly prayer in John 17:15-16, where He says, I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  

Christians should be in this world with a purpose.  First, we are to be separated from evil.  But, secondly, Jesus made it clear (in Mark 16:15) that we are to go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.  We are to be concerned about people.  It is tragic when we realize that there are some professing Christians who have been saved five, ten, 15 or more years and yet they never tell anyone about Jesus Christ.  They enjoy all the privileges of Christ, but never share the truth of His great salvation.

One Christian, after having a real heart experience with God, confessed that he had worked in an office for seven years with 30 other men.  In all of those seven years he never at any time gave any evidence to those 30 men that he was a child of God.  He listened to their dirty stories and laughed.  He knew of things going on that were wrong and he never spoke out against them.  He confessed to his friends in a meeting, “I was a downright coward.”  But he also said, “These meetings had a tremendous impact on my life and things are going to be different, and I am going back to my office with a concern and every one of those men will know where I stand.”  Well, the next morning, before the hour passed, he was approached with a dirty story.  What a shock it was to the storyteller when this Christian spoke up plainly against what was to be said.  He was laughed at.  They called him the oddball.  In fact, they made it very difficult for him.  But he bore a clear-cut testimony for Jesus Christ.  Well, it wasn’t long after that until one of the men invited him out to lunch.  He confessed that he had been a Christian for years but he was too much of a coward to stand up for Christ.  Those men left the luncheon table vowing that there would be at least two in that office taking their stand for the Savior.

There are many reasons why our civilization is degenerating.  But I think one that you can place at the top of the list is the fact that too few of God’s people are bearing a clear-cut testimony for Jesus Christ.  Many believers have secret sins in their lives, shutting out the power of the Holy Spirit.  They have no devotional life.  It behooves you and me in these days of ungodliness and wickedness that we search out our hearts daily to the end that all sin will be confessed to the Lord, that we might be truly His.  We need to remember that our business in this world is not to get a following but to set a standard.  Jesus spoke of John the Baptist as a burning and a shining light.  What a description!  Here was a man on fire for God, showing forth the light of Christ.  Jesus said, to the unbelieving multitudes concerning John, What went ye out for  (into the wilderness)to see?  A reed shaken with the wind?  Did you expect a spineless crowd pleaser who would agree with everything and everybody?  Don’t you believe it.  Jesus went on to say, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist.  John was fearless.  With undaunted courage he stood before the religious and political leaders of his day and when they came to him and wanted to be baptized, he cried out, Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance (Let’s see a changed life before you participate in baptism).  This took courage.  John was bold for God.

Well, let me ask you, are you a reed shaken with the wind?  Do you seem to lean in the direction of whatever wind blows around you?  Or, are you like John the Baptist:  Fearless when it comes to taking a stand for Jesus Christ.  Oh, friend, Jesus gave all for you.  Give your all for Him.  

And, should it be that you have never received Him into your life, call on Him.  Tell Him that you need Him because you really do.  Ask Him to come into your life and save you.  God will hear your prayer and He will answer it because in His word He invites all to come to Him.  No one is excluded.  No matter what the past has been, God will forgive all sin if only we will come and humbly bow at the feet of Jesus Christ.  You see, when Jesus died on the Cross, He died for your sins; He died for my sins; everybody’s sins.  He had no sin of His own.  He paid the price for our sins that we might be eternally saved.  Now, God says to you, Come, just as you are.  You don’t have to clean up, patch up, build up or do anything else.  Just come as you are, and God will receive you as you are.  And He will forgive you of all your sins.  I hope you will come to Him, right now.  We are going to pray together and then I hope you’ll write me a note and say, “I decided for Jesus Christ, today.”

Father God, may the Holy Spirit move upon us to the end that Jesus Christ might be more than just a name to us.  May He be a person within us, living through us, guiding and directing us as we submit to His leadership.  We ask this in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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