(Tape No.  231)


Financial Blessing              Dr. J. Allen Blair

One of the familiar promises in God’s word is the assuring truth that the Lord will supply the believer’s every need - not some of his needs, but all of them.  Why is it that sometimes this doesn’t prove to be true?  There are several reasons.  We shall consider one of them in just a few minutes.

A very wealthy man stood looking out his office window watching the people pass on the street below.  A business associate asked him what he saw.  “People,” he replied, “all sorts: rich, poor, black, white, educated, uneducated.”  “How interesting,” replied the friend.  Then he said, “Turn your eyes from the window glass and look here.  What do you see?”  The friend was holding a mirror before the wealthy man’s face and the reply was, “I see myself.”  “Yourself and no one else,” said the friend.  And then, he continued, “Why is it when you look out the window glass you see scores of people, but when you look in this mirror you see only yourself?”  Of course, the reason was obvious - the man’s vision while looking in the mirror was obscured by silver.

Actually, this is a practical illustration of the problem in the lives of many people today.  Their vision is obscured by silver.  Not only is this true of non-Christians, but Christians as well.  How many believers are living and working for dollars only!  Their vision of people has been obscured because of their love for money.

There is an interesting statement in the Gospel of Luke 16:9 that all of us would do well to consider.  Jesus said, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness.  Now, what is the mammon of unrighteousness spoken of here?  At first reading, we might think that we’re being told to make friends with unrighteousness.  “Mammon” is the equivalent for money.  Money in itself rarely produces righteousness.  In fact, very often, it leads to unrighteousness.  Christ exhorts his followers to make friends with that which is often used for unrighteousness and, making friends with it, we shall then use it for His glory rather than selfish purposes.  In other words, as believers, we are to change the mammon of unrighteousness into a mammon of righteousness.  In doing this, that which is merely material and temporal will become spiritual and eternal.

Let us suppose someone has several hundred dollars.  He is not a believer and is concerned primarily with his own welfare.  He goes out on a Saturday night and spends the money in a nightclub getting drunk and enjoying all that goes with it.  This person does not make friends of the mammon of unrighteousness but, rather, he becomes a slave to it.  On the other hand, here is a born again believer with several hundred dollars.  He has a burden to see others come to Christ.  He invests the money in a worthwhile missionary organization, knowing the money will be used to the glory of God in winning the lost to Christ.  This believer makes a friend of the mammon of unrighteousness, enabling it to become a mammon of righteousness.  By this act of faith and obedience to the word of God, this sacrificial investment will store up treasures in heaven that moth and rust cannot corrupt, and where thieves cannot break through and steal.  Thus, I am sure you understand the importance of believers making friends with the mammon of unrighteousness:  That the money God has entrusted to them be used for His honor and glory.

One time, a lady left C. H. Spurgeon (the famous London preacher) $50,000.  Mr. Spurgeon’s brother, James, said to him, “Charles, that gift will make a fine nest egg for your family.”  But Mr. Spurgeon thought differently.  His reply was, “I guess not.  I am not such a fool as to dam up the stream of God’s blessing to my family with $50,000.”

It has been said wisely, “Do good with your money or it will do you no good.”  The Old Testament teaches the necessity of bringing tithes to God, but the New Testament goes far beyond this.  The tithe is legalistic.  Under grace, we do not stop with a tithe.  We give graciously out of love for Christ.  It is by this that we learn the joy of giving.  

The Lord Jesus declared that it is more blessed to give than to receive.  Some of God’s people discover the reality of this truth in a practical way. But there are others who hinder the Lord’s work by withholding money that rightfully belongs to God.  Could it be that you are one of them?  If so, I beseech you to remedy the situation quickly.  Regardless of how small your income may be, if you are willing to believe God to the extent of using a worthwhile portion of it to honor the Lord, you may be sure that He would provide all your needs abundantly and adequately.  

I am sure you realize that many Christians are having financial difficulties these days simply because they are withholding from God.  You can blame it on the economic situation or anything you want, but you cannot overlook the teachings of our Lord as stated in Luke 6:38.  Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.  If you are miserly and selfish in your giving to God, you will miss His blessing altogether.

We are not to understand that only those who give to God will be blessed financially.  There are thousands who have no respect for God at all who are extremely wealthy.  But God’s blessing is not confined to finances.  He cares for His own by providing piece of mind, happiness, security, and dozens of other ways.  One may be financially wealthy while, at the same time, spiritually bankrupt.  It is like Channing  Pollock said one time, “I am making $1,000 a day, but I haven’t a friend in the world.  It’s a living death.”  No, God’s blessing is not always realized in dollars and cents.  Some of the Lord’s people are financially poor, but sincerely happy - rejoicing in God’s wonderful care.  

If you know the Lord, are you honoring Him in your giving?  If you are, I am sure He is taking care of your financial needs, as well as all the other needs in your life; for He never fails.  Possibly, you may be one who has all the money you will ever need but you have never received Christ into your life.  It could be that you have plenty to live on, but nothing to live for.  When this life ends, your few years on this earth will be over and all the earthly enjoyment will be finished.  If you were to receive Christ into your life, you would not only live for now, but for eternity.  I urge you to receive Him, if you never have.  If you do, I am sure you will be eternally grateful to God.

Blessed Lord, we thank You for Your faithfulness to us.  We read, in your word, that You have made all things beautiful.  Indeed, you have.  You made our lives beautiful when they were corrupt with sin.  Do the same for many others today, I pray.  For I ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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