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Why Be A Doubter?          Dr. J. Allen Blair

Doubting Thomas missed out on the blessing of the Lord because he refused to believe.  Many church members are like Thomas.  They doubt God and fail to take Him at His word.  The Bible says, Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  Have you called on the Name of the Lord?  And, if you have, are you saved?

In Psalm 56:13, we have the testimony of David, who wrote, For thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of the living?  In these few words from God’s word, we have the fact of the believer’s assurance of the Lord’s keeping-power clearly stated.  It is one thing for God to save a man or woman from sin, but it is quite another thing for the Lord to keep that one from falling back into sin and to keep him in the way of the Lord.

God does not save us and then turn us loose to struggle and do the best we can.  He promises not only to save us from eternal death, but to deliver our feet from falling - with the blessed assurance that someday we shall walk before Him in the light of the living.  This means, of course, a guarantee that we shall be with Him in Heaven if we are truly saved.  If a person who professes to be a believer in Christ falls back into sin, and refuses to walk in the way of the Lord, it is questionable as to whether he had a real heart experience with Christ in the first place.  He may have “accepted” Christ in the sense of consenting to what the Bible says about Christ, but it is obvious that he did not receive the Son of God as the Lord of his life.  When one receives Christ, he should repent of his sin and commit himself to the Savior for guidance and direction in everything.  Thus, the first and foremost step that must be taken if one is to overcome sin and to receive the assurance of his salvation is to personally receive the Son of God into his heart and life.  

A Christian friend tells how he spent part of a summer at Mount Robson, British Columbia.  While there, he camped and climbed with fellow mountaineers of the Alpine Club of Canada.  One rainy day, he was with a group of mountain climbers drinking tea in a tent when a discussion arose about religion.  A young scientist turned to our Christian friend and said, “But you don’t believe, do you, that Jesus is the Son of God?”  The Christian replied, “I certainly do.”  “But how can you prove it?” asked the scientist, “How do you know it is true?”  The Christian simply did what any other convinced man would have done:  He looked the scientist in the eye, and said, “How do I know that Jesus is the Son of God?  I know it because I know Him personally.”  For at least a half-minute, the Christian and the scientist stared at each other.  Then the scientist turned away.  The argument was over.  Nothing more need be said.  This was it.  There was no argument.  How can you argue with someone who has had a personal experience?  There won’t be any questions about Jesus as the Son of God if there is submission to Him.  Anyone who has truly received Christ is fully convinced that salvation is his for ever.  This being true, with Christ living in his life, then he can trust the Savior for all things.  Most importantly, he can trust Jesus to keep him from sin and the possibility of falling back into the old ways of life.

In 1 Samuel 2:9, God says that He will keep the feet of his saints.  And He does just that.  There are scores of occasions when temptations plague and entice us.  In ourselves, we cannot overcome that.  But, as we call on Christ, He gives us the overcoming power so that we can emerge victoriously.  This is the keeping-power of God.  David wrote about it in that monumental 23rd Psalm, where he says, Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.  

J. C. Rile put it this way, “Faith is the root and assurance is the flower.”  Doubtless, you can never have the flower without the root; but, it is no less certain, you may have the root and not the flower.  When one is truly saved by putting faith and trust in Jesus Christ, God gives him the assurance of his salvation.  The reason many people do not have this assurance is that they have never definitely placed faith in Jesus Christ.  Oh, they think they have, but they lack a full commitment to Christ - their confidence in the Lord is incomplete.  But, on the other hand, there are some people who are saved who lack assurance simply because they are not grounded in the word of God.  They are strangers to the Book of books.  Thus, they don’t know what God has to say regarding the assurance of the believer.  Now, listen to a few of these verses taken from the word of God.  A very familiar one is Philippians 1:6 -- Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.  The day of Jesus Christ refers to His second coming.  In other words, God is saying if we are truly saved He will keep us saved through His mighty power until we see our Lord when He returns.  

In 1 Peter 1:5, we read that we are kept by the power of God.  As no one saves himself so, by the same token, He cannot keep himself saved.  He must wholly depend on Christ to do this.  How does he depend upon Him to do it?  Each morning he should commit his life to Christ’s control and all throughout the day call upon Him frequently to give the strength and wisdom to overcome temptation.  Thus one can live a life of victory.  God promises this in His word.  He says, in Romans 8:37, that we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  We can stay on the winning side.  We need not be defeated and downtrodden by the wicked one.  In Jude 24, we read that God is able to keep us from falling.  Assuredly, He is!  We’re not able to keep ourselves from falling.  We are weak; we are in the flesh.  The flesh is easily attracted to self-gratification.  But Christians are also indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  He is the believer’s guide.  We need not be confused as to what sin.  Our indwelling Master is aware of it.  In His strength and power we can turn away from it.  

Now, let me ask a question.  I hope you can answer it in the affirmative.  Does Jesus Christ dwell in your heart by faith?  Now, don’t misinterpret that question.  I am not asking have you joined a church, nor am I asking have you been baptized or do you live a good moral life.  The question is: Does Jesus Christ dwell in your heart by faith; are you conscious of His presence?  Maybe you’re saying “Well, I don’t know.”  You should know.  Before our children were grown and married, we had five living in our home - my wife and our three daughters.  Did I know that my wife and three daughters were dwelling in our home?  You wouldn’t expect me to say “I don’t know,” would you?  Suppose I answer, “Well, I think they were” or “I hope they were.”  Friend, I know they lived in our home.  How do I know?   I conversed with them day by day.   I had fellowship with them.  

Listen, I have fellowship with the Lord each day as I open His word and talk to Him in prayer.  We fellowship together.  I know Christ is real.  I know He lives in my heart.  Do you know that?  I hope you do.   If you don’t, take Him into your life today.

Father, in the name of Your Son Jesus Christ, I lift my heart in humble praise and I thank You for providing this blessed assurance.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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