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You Can’t Lose                     Dr. J. Allen Blair

Hi, friend.  Doubtless, you have been around long enough to know that life gets pretty difficult at times.  But when we know the Lord, we find that He has made some wonderful provisions for times of difficulty.  

Let me read from two verses in the eighth chapter of the Book of Romans.  First, in verse 26, I notice this phrase:  For we know not what we should pray for as we ought.  And then, in verse 28 (a more familiar verse), we read:  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  In verse 26, we are told of something we do not know.  There are times when we are confused.  We are not sure just how we should pray and for what we should pray.  But even though we may be uncertain, there need be no fear.  For, in verse 28, we are told what we do know:  Regardless of our circumstances, the true believer can say I know all things work together for good.  The words all things here, while including circumstances of prosperity have special reference to adversity.  Troubles never hinder Christian progress.  They only further the designs of God’s grace.  God has an alterable purpose for those who love Him.  Even Satan cannot destroy the purposes of God.  This is why we can say we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  We do not always understand God’s providences, but this is no indication that they are not for our good.  

Someone has told of the incident of a young woman who consecrated herself to the work of Christian missions and wanted to go to India.  But, before she went, an accident disabled her mother and the journey had to be postponed.  For three years, she ministered to her mother until the mother died.  The mother’s last request was that the daughter should go and visit her sick sister in the far west.  She went intending to sail for India immediately upon her return.  But she found the sister dying of a lingering illness and without proper attention.  Once more, she helped and waited until the end came.  Again, her face was turned eastward when her sister’s husband suddenly died and five young children had no one to care for them.    After assuming this new responsibility, the girl wrote to a friend, “This lonely household is my mission field.”  She was greatly disappointed at not being able to go to India, but she cheerfully submitted to the will of God and set herself with loving devotion to a mother’s task.  Fifteen years were devoted to the children.  In her 45th year, God showed her the mystery of her unanswered prayers and revealed to her why He had held her back from India as she laid her hand in blessing on three of these young people whom she had mothered as they sailed as missionaries to India.  

Her broken plan had been replaced by a better one.  She could not go.  But three went in her place.  Three hundred percent interest for 20 years.  That’s a remarkable investment, isn’t it?  Well, this is the way God works.  This is why the Lord Jesus said, in Mark 11:22, Have faith in God.  Do not for a moment permit yourself to be moved by your circumstances.  Have faith in God . . . for we know that all things work together for good to them that love God.  Some have said, “Where there’s a will there’s a way.”  But the believer ought to say “Where there is God’s will there is a way.”  If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, following Him day by day, you have nothing to fear.  The future may look dismal and dark, but remember this one thing:  In Christ, all things (not some things, but all things) work together for good to them that love God.

The Lord is not saying that all things are good.  Believers are confronted by tragedies.  But, because of the sovereign power of God, even the tragedies are thrust into the divine mold to produce blessings.  It is thrilling to know that, though we frail humans fail and make mistakes, God never fails; nor does He make any mistakes.  Solomon declared of the Lord that He hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.  

You and I can declare the same thing.  One thing God cannot do is to fail His people.  This is hard to understand when you are in the midst of a severe trial.  But it’s true.  In times past, you’ve had other trials.  Was God faithful to you then?  Surely, He was.  Do you think He will be unfaithful now?  Certainly not.  He knows your circumstances.  He knows what you need and you can be sure at His appointed time, He will undertake.  

Years ago, George Mueller, one of England’s great Christians, established an orphanage.  He was a mighty man of prayer.  At times, there were insufficient funds to carry on.  One day, as he sat down with the children for their meal, he explained that they had no milk for their cereal; but he asked them to go right ahead and thank God for the milk because he had confidence that their Heavenly Father knew their need and would provide.  With trusting and grateful hearts, they bowed in prayer and while they were thanking God for what they did not yet have, a milkman knocked at the door.  He explained that his milk wagon had broken down and that he had to dispose of the milk.  Then he asked Mr. Mueller if he would mind taking his load of milk “free.”  

God does provide if we are in a right relationship to Him.  He may not give us what we think we need, but He does promise to give us what we actually need.  This He says in His word.  Listen to Philippians 4:19, a wonderful verse which has meant so much to God’s people.  But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  What does this say God will supply?  All your need.  Let’s think of Romans 8:28 in connection with this.  And we know that all things work together for good . . .  My God shall supply all your need.  What more do we need than what God has told us in these two verses.

Again I say, this does not eliminate problems, trials and adversity.  But in it all, we are sure that all these things are working together for good and God will supply.  Trust Him.  Believe Him.  

And, if you are not a Christian, turn to Him.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved right now and these promises will become yours immediately.  God is waiting.  Will you turn to Him?  Tell Him so, in your own words.

Our Father, we pray that You will be with those listening who are weak in faith.  God, may they lean on the everlasting arms, knowing that You will sustain them.  And for those listening who know not Jesus Christ, may they turn to Him and trust Him as Redeemer and Lord.  We ask this for His name’s sake.  Amen.
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