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Unstable As Water                   Dr. J. Allen Blair

Do you know anyone who says one thing and does another?  They make promises and know the right thing to do, but they fail to do it.  Especially is this true when it comes to helping someone.  They could come forward and provide help and deliverance, but they are afraid of what people might think.

Jacob had come to the end of his years.  Being old and feeble, he gathered his twelve sons together and gave a prophecy for each one of them.  He began with Reuben.  In Genesis 49:3-4, we read, Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power:  Unstable as water, thou shat not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father’s bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch.  Well, when I think of Reuben, I always think of the person he might have been.  There are many people like Reuben in this respect.  Usually, they blame someone else for their miserable circumstances.  While refusing to face up to their own guilt, they will not recognize the truth of their guilt as revealed in Romans 3:21 - For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

Reuben was a shameful failure, indelibly stained with sin.  He was as unstable as water.  Everyone knows how unstable water is.  Pour it into a round container and it is round.  Pour it into a square container and it is square.  Pour it into a deep container and it is deep.  Many people are as unstable as water.  When in Rome, they do as the Romans do:  They fit in with the crowd wherever they are.  They have few convictions.  

Of course, the reason for this is the fact that they have never truly been born again.  They are motivated by the flesh, and the flesh is always sinful.  Sometimes these people are religious, but usually they are talk without walk.  They have never experienced a transformation of life.  They are like those described in Titus 1:16, They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.   How important it is that we get right with God and let the Lord control our lives!  For God says, in James 1:8, A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

If one tries to play fast and loose with God, he will do the same in his business and in his home and in his social life.  He is a poor risk for he cannot be trusted.  God says, in Matthew 6:24, No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  

Reuben was known for his instability.  When his brothers sold Joseph into Egypt, Reuben did not wish to do any harm to him.  He allowed the envious brethren to cast him into the pit with the purpose of bringing him up afterward but, at the same time, he was afraid to take a stand against their evil proposal.  Instead of saying what he ought to have said, as the eldest son -- “No, I will not allow you to do any harm to my brother.  I am responsible for his safety” -- he yielded to the compromise of the pit with the hope that when their backs were turned, possibly, he could affect a rescue.  

What was the result of this cowardice on the part of Reuben?  Joseph was sold to the Midianites and Reuben could only cry out in grief and remorse, The child is not; and I, whither shall I go?  Now, let’s not be like Rueben:  weak, fearful, cowardly.  Let’s take our stand for God.  Let’s not be crowd followers trying to appease those around us and fit in with everyone.  There is nothing in all the wide-world for the believer as important as letting the Lord Jesus Christ have first place in the life.  Jesus said, in Matthew 6:33, Seek ye first the kingdom of God.  This is of far greater importance than stooping to sin or compromise.  But there’s something else that should be said about Reuben’s instability.  As water can change from calm to storm; as the flame under the pan changes water into clouds of steam; as the gust of wind lashes the lake into fury, so we see the same instability in Reuben.  There were times when he appeared to be a good man, but he had within him an unbridled passion to commit lust.  Reuben became involved with one of his father’s concubines and committed sin.  

Well, many in our day are like Reuben in this respect:  They have no control over their passions.  Do you know why?  They are unsaved.  Without the power of God, they have no control over the sinfulness of the flesh.  The result is homes which could be happy are filled with grief -- all because of a failure to let God control their life.  Unstable as water, yes, this was Reuben’s case.  And it may be your problem today.  You would like to do the right thing, but you have no control over yourself.  Friend, you need the Son of God.  He can control you at all times.  In fact, He is the only one who can control you.  There isn’t a one of us who can control his own sinful self.  Only Christ can do this.  Christ will do it, if we allow Him.  

For this reason, I urge you to take Christ into your life at this very moment.  Don’t trust in your own efforts to save.  These are of no avail when compared to the perfection of Christ.  Do not delay in making your decision for the Lord.  Do not wait, but come to Him now.  You see, time passes by so rapidly.  You know that.  We get so engrossed in the unimportant things of life that we overlook that of greatest importance:  Our eternal salvation.  In Psalm 90:12, we read, So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.  Time is flying by rapidly.  Now is the time to get right with the Lord.  Somebody has written these few lines.  Let me read them.

When as a child I laughed and wept,

Time crept.

When as a youth I dreamed and talked,

Time walked.

When I became a full-grown man,

Time ran.

When older still I daily grew,

Time flew.

Soon I shall find, in traveling on,

Time gone.

Well, that’s so true.  Soon time will be gone.  How soon?  No one knows.  That’s why I am urging you at this moment to let Christ come into your life, and then let Him rule and reign to keep you from sin and from all the agony attendant with it.

Blessed God, may needy ones turn to our Savior today and receive Him as the Lord of their life.  Then may they follow Him as they follow and obey.  I ask this in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.

Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

