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       The Result of Conversion           Dr. J. Allen Blair

What should follow conversion?  When one comes to know Christ, what should follow?  Absolute obedience to the word of God.  This is so important.  Often, it is overlooked and the result is conversion has little meaning.

One of the verses in the Bible that always intrigues me is 1 Samuel 15:22.  Just these few words:  To obey is better than sacrifice.  Have you ever really thought on these words --  To obey is better than sacrifice?   I am sure you realize, as I do, that sometimes it is much easier to sacrifice than to obey.  But, for the child of God, there is nothing more important than implicit obedience to the will of God.  It should not be that we will go here or there, or say this or that; we should be concerned about “What does God want me to do?”  Consider James 4:13-15.  Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:  Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow.  For what is your life?  It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and to this, or that.

If we belong to God, we cannot say, “I am going to do this;” we must be concerned about God’s plan for our lives.  Of course, after we know God’s will in a matter, we should be quick to respond. But, in everything, the child of God should be concerned about the will of God.  

I like what we read in Genesis 6:22 about Noah.  Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.  There you have it:  Obedience to God. 

Now, of course, if one is not a Christian, his problem is not so much one of obedience as it is of submission - that of coming to Christ and saying, “I will receive You into my life.”  But, after one comes to the Lord, then it is no longer a choice to obey or not to obey; he is duty-bound to obey.  God expects him to obey under all circumstances.  He is to obey the word and all the teachings found in the Bible.  He is to obey the inner leadings of the Holy Spirit in his life.  The results of such obedience may seem utterly ridiculous to those around us.  But we cannot look to people.  Our obedience must be to God.  Whatever He says, we must be willing to do.  Our eyes must be fixed on Christ.  

In Philippians 3:13-14, Paul says, Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  Our Lord was the supreme object and goal of the apostle’s life.  He was not moved by what people said or did.  He fixed his gaze on his Wonderful Lord.

In the Olympic games some years ago, the 200 meter dash was being run.  Charlie Paddock of California (who at that time was known as the fleetest-footed man living) led out well in front of a field of world-famed sprinters.  Though he was pressed hard toward the finish, he neared the tape an apparent winner.  Just at the last, however, he turned his head to look at his competitors - one of whom, in the very fraction of a second, flashed across the line:  a winner by inches.  In a moment of assurance, instead of putting all his energy into a leap at the tape, Paddock turned his attention upon others in the race and lost the Olympic crown.  

How many times you and I have failed to do what we knew God wanted us to do because of what people might think!  Maybe there were some opposed to what we felt we should do.  As the result, we failed to obey God; and how miserable we were.

I don’t suppose there is anyone unhappier than the Christian who is out of the will of God (i.e. who refuses to obey).  For a whole year, David was out of fellowship with God because of unconfessed sin.  Listen to his description of his feelings during his time of resistance to God’s will.  Psalm 32:3-4, When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.  For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer.  Selah.  

You see, there was no relief, either day or night; the weight of his sin bore heavily upon him.  But, finally, the day came when he got right with God.  He wrote then, I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid.  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.  Selah.  Immediately! He was back in fellowship with God and ready to do God’s will.  

Now, I may be speaking to someone who at one time knew the joy of doing God’s will, but somewhere . . . at sometime, you stepped out of God’s plan for your life, and you’ve been unhappy ever since.  Do you know what to do about it?  Get back in where you got out.  What do I mean?  Look to the Lord; confess your sin to Him; tell Him you are sorry and, at the same time, tell Him you are ready and willing to obey, whatever the cost.  And you may be sure that God will meet you right now.  He will forgive you, and you will be back on the road of blessing again.    Of course, you may not be able to eradicate some of the damage that you’ve done.  It may be necessary for you to settle on God’s second best now.  Possibly, you missed His best.  I don’t know -- you will have to let the Lord show you.  But, often times, when we get out of the will of God and later come back, His best has been missed forever.  We are too late to capitalize on everything God wanted us to enjoy.  But, be assured, it is never too late to receive what remains.  God is ready to help.  In fact, He has been ready for a long time.  It is our disobedient heart that has shut out His great love and blessing.

There are some people who think they are having a good time when they do anything they want to do.  Such a life can be very narrow, in spite of the fact that it is thought to be quite broad.  True freedom is not to do as one pleases, but to do as God pleases.  In fact, the Christian can say, “I can do anything I please, but my desire is to please Him.”  This is obedience.  It was the kind of obedience seen in David’s life, after he came back to the Lord.  For he says, in Psalm 40:8, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.  It was a joy!  David tells us that it was a thrill to do the will of God.  Certainly, it is.  I hope you have found this to be true.  

Some Christians have no understanding whatsoever about God’s will for their life.  We speak so glibly about this subject.  I hear people say, “God willing,” or “Whatever the Lord wants.”  But, so often, you know they really don’t know what they are talking about and, even worse, they don’t understand what is meant by the will of God.  The Lord is concerned about every detail of our life; and if we will put our trust in Him and seek His guidance in everything, He will lead us in the very best way.  In other words, we can have a little heaven right here on earth as we permit God Almighty to be the Lord of our life.  

The question is, “Are you permitting the Lord Jesus to lead you and control you in this life.”  Who is running your life, you or God?  If you are running it, I feel sorry for you and I hope you’ll turn everything over to the Lord right now.  And, should you be a listener who has never yet met Christ (I mean by that:  you have never asked Him to come into your life), let me urge you to do so right now.  Without Him, life is a hopeless blank.  Let Him in, will you, as we pray together?

Blessed Lord, I pray for those who cannot pray (for they have never received Christ).  I pray that, just now, many of them will confess Him as Lord of all.  I ask this in His Wonderful Name.  Amen. 
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