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It Cannot be Reasoned (Part 1)       Dr. J. Allen Blair

I want to talk to you today about a reasonable faith that cannot be reasoned.  Give someone a call and invite him to listen, too.

Is Christianity reasonable?  Before I explain more fully, let me hasten to answer:  Christianity is reasonable, but it cannot be reasoned.  Think on that.  Christianity is reasonable, but it cannot be reasoned.  When I speak of Christianity, I am not talking about a religion.  I have in mind the miraculous experience that takes place in one’s life the moment he believes on Jesus Christ.  At the exact moment Christ comes into the life, one becomes a Christian.  Thus, by Christianity, I am thinking of an experience with God rather than a theory of the mind.  Just as God cannot be reasoned out, neither can Christianity be reasoned.

Let me read what God says in 1 Corinthians 1:27, But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty.  Some of the greatest intellects of our day have been baffled by the mystery of conversion.  They are so perplexed by the transformation that has taken place in certain individuals that they would not attempt to offer an explanation.  At the same time, those of us who have experienced the transforming power of Jesus Christ cannot fully explain what happened in our lives.  We say we have received Jesus, but we ourselves cannot fully comprehend all that took place the moment we believed on Christ.  Thus, I say, Christianity is reasonable but it cannot be reasoned.  Christ must be believed and received by faith.  And, then, what may appear to be totally unreasonable will become understandingly reasonable.

It should be understood that if one expects to be saved on an intellectual basis, he will never be saved.  If he hopes to reason out Christianity and salvation fully before he believes, he will never believe.  In fact, the more he tries to reason out the way of life through Jesus Christ, the more ridiculous it will all seem.  God tells us, in 1 Corinthians 2:14, that the natural man (that is, the man without Christ) receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  The more the unsaved person searches (the more he tries to reason out Christianity), the more adamant his heart will become in his resistance against God.  Christ cannot be received on a purely intellectual level, for the Bible says (in Ephesians 2:8-9) For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Some years ago, a man and his wife were on their way to church in Glasgow.  On their way, they met a friend who was known for his scholarly and intellectual approach to every matter of life.  He inquired as to where the couple was going.   “To church,” they replied, “to hear Dr. Chalmers.”  “What!” he exclaimed, “To hear that mad man?”  They invited their friend along to hear Dr. Chalmers, saying, “If after you hear him you still think he is a mad man, we shall never say anything about the matter again.”  He accepted their invitation and went on with them to church.  And, wonders of wonders, when Dr. Chalmers arose to preach, he read as his text, I am not a mad man, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.  Acts 26:25.  

Dr. Chalmers’ accuser became a great admirer.  And, even more, on that same Sunday morning, the man who entered the church bound by his intellectual concepts, sat in strange awe as he listened to the profound presentation of the message of the grace of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.  His theories were swept to the wind.  He was humbled before God, and that very morning, he received the Person of Jesus Christ into his life.  Later, when asked what happened, even he could not fully explain the transaction; but though it was far beyond reason, it was reasonable.  

One may have knowledge regarding God’s plan of salvation, but it is not knowledge that saves.  He may have a clear cut understanding of God’s one way to be saved.  But this is not enough.  Many people know the way, but no one can be saved until he resigns himself to the Person of Jesus Christ and humbly beseeches Christ to come into his life.  I wonder if you’ve done this.  Lay your doubts and prejudice aside and trust Jesus Christ for His wonderful salvation.  God will answer all your questions and prove Himself to you, if you will only give Him that opportunity.

Now, don’t try to figure these things out.  You may read the Bible, search it all you may; you may have many, many questions, but don’t let this keep you from coming to Christ. Begin with Christ!   And then the Bible will have understanding.  I read the Bible through before I became a Christian - almost entirely through the New Testament.  But, I didn’t have any understanding of the Scriptures.  After I received Christ, it was all different.  I couldn’t read two or three chapters in a hurry.  It took time to read even one chapter, because God (the Holy Spirit) was in me opening up and unfolding the Truth to my eyes and heart.  That’s the way it works, dear friends.  You take Christ into your life first.  Even if you have doubts; even if you can’t understand it all; even if you don’t know why, just say, “Jesus, come into my life and save me,” and then things will really begin to happen because Christ will move in and He will give you spiritual enlightenment.  You will no longer be dead in trespasses and sins.  You will be a new man in Christ and all things will become understandable in Him.

Father God, grant that some may come to You today and make this wonderful decision of saying, “Jesus, I believe.  I receive You as my very own;” and then we know that You will take it from there, and You will do miraculous things in those lives.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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