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It Can Only Be Received (Part 2)          Dr. J. Allen Blair

No matter how hard a person may try, he can’t put himself in heaven.  You can’t get there that way.  God has a much better way.  It is not by what we do or do not do.  It is by what He has done.

Being reared on the seashore in my earlier years, I spent many hours on the beach enjoying the sunshine and the ocean.  On weekends, many visitors would come to the shore from inland cities in an attempt to escape the sweltering temperatures.  Among the great crowds that would throng the beaches, there were many who were inexperienced as to the dangers of the surf.  Very often, they would get caught in the undertow and pulled out from shore.  The lifeguards would go to their rescue.  Often, in his attempt to preserve his own life, the victim would get hold of a lifeguard and frantically cling to him.  Frequently, the lifeguard would shout, “Let go and stop your struggling.”  This was the secret of being saved from the ocean.  It is also the secret of being saved from sin.  No one can save himself.  There is nothing in all the wide world that anyone could do to earn his own salvation.  One must let himself go and stop struggling.  He must wholly trust in Jesus Christ as Lord.

In Galatians 2:16, we read, Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  One reason why we cannot save ourselves is that there is nothing within us or within our possession that can blot out sin.  It is sin that bars us from fellowship with God.  

We read, in Isaiah 59:1-2, Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.  A person may not think of himself as a sinner.  But, of course, this does not change his status before God.  Whoever he is, whatever he is, whatever he has done, does not in any way influence God’s attitude towards one’s sins.  

In Romans 3:10-12, we read, As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  The are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.  The Bible is clear.  There are no exceptions, not even one.  Everyone is marked by sin.  Thus, everyone needs the Savior.  There never has been, nor will there ever be, another way to meet God than by God’s established plan.

One of the fundamental characteristics of God’s salvation is that He is the Life-giver.  How ridiculous of any human to think that he could generate eternal life within his own sinful heart.  Life has always been within the realm of God.  Man may prolong his life a few years, but he cannot create life.  

An old professor of biology used to hold a little brown seed in his hand.  He would say, “I know all about the composition of this seed.  I know it exactly.  It has in it nitrogen, hydrogen and carbon.  I know the proportions.  Now, I can make a seed exactly like this one, but if I plan my seed, it will not grow.  Its elements will simply be absorbed into the soil.”  “On the other hand,” he said, “If I plan the seed God made, it will grow and abound because it contains the mysterious principle which we call life.”

If any body is to be saved, it must be a miracle of God and, indeed, it is.  In John 6:63, we read, It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing.   In Ephesians 2:1, Paul says, And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.  Salvation results in a dead man being made alive.  Though he was spiritually dead, he is divinely quickened and begins to live in the power of God.  Christ becomes everything to him.

Are you waiting until you can reason everything out, dear friend?  Until you can see everything clearly?  Until all is explained thoroughly, you will not believe.  If so, you will never believe.  Let me urge you to heed the word of the Living God.  The Bible says, in Amos 4:12, Prepare to meet thy God.  Please understand, someday you must face the all righteous, holy and eternal God.  Without Jesus Christ, you will be eternally condemned to hell.  There will be no escape.  God gives ample warning in His word.  Heed His voice.

In Genesis 6:3, God says, My Spirit shall not always strive with man.  At this moment, you are living in a day of grace.  Soon, it may be a day of judgment for you.  In Psalm 89:48, God says, What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death?  shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave?  You see, the Bible is clear.  You must die.  And then what?  Now, death may be nearer than you think.  What are you going to do?  Wait until you’re on a death bed and then think about God?  What good will you be to God on your death bed?  The Bible says, in 2 Corinthians 6:2, Behold, now is the accepted time.  God is concerned that you come to Him at this moment.  Tomorrow may be too late.  Will you come just now?  The door is open wide.  God is ready.  He invites you to come.  In His word, He says, Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  God has made the entire provision.  All you need to do is receive what He has prepared for you.  Do not try to figure it out.  Do not even try to understand it.  By faith, believe God.  Take Him at His word.  And, then, all things will clear up in your own heart and mind and you will say, “What a wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord.”  

You say, “Well, I have a hard time with faith.”  Friend, you use faith all day long.  You drive your car by faith.  You got in it today, presumedly, and turned the key.  It started up and you went where you were going.  You didn’t even think “Well, now, I wonder if I’ll get there . . . I wonder if the car will start . . . I wonder if I’ll make it.”  Well, maybe some of you did - I don’t know what you’re driving.  But, most of us got in the car without even thinking.  We put the key in the ignition, turned the key and stepped on the starter or whatever and put it in gear and away we went.  You see, that’s driving by faith.  We walked by faith most of the day.  Before we sat in a chair, we didn’t test it out to be sure it was strong enough.  We just sat down.  Some of you ladies shopped by faith.  You went to the store.  You bought things in cans.  You didn’t know what was in there.  You read the label, but how did you know?  You bought it by faith.  Why not trust God by faith, right now.  Say, “Lord, I don’t understand it all.  I can’t see clearly, but I’m going to believe you and I take Jesus as my Savior.”  And He’ll enter your life and He’ll make things clear to you.  

God, help some to step out by faith and believe You.  We know it is difficult.  It’s difficult when we don’t have all the answers, when we can’t see far ahead.  But You can see all things.  So we pray that some will enter the Light today as they trust Him who is the light of the world, even Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
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