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      The Greatest Sentence               Dr. J. Allen Blair

A missionary was telling an interested group of tribal people that his God is a living God.  They were greatly astonished.  Afterward, they said, “The foreigner’s god is better than ours; ours has no life.”  Well, praise God, ours is a living God and I hope you’ll stay for more.

In my thinking, the greatest sentence ever spoken is recorded in Matthew 28:6.  He is not here for he is risen.  These are the words of a heaven-sent angel and spoken of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now, there are at least 17 recorded appearances of Christ to His disciples after His resurrection.  In these 17 appearances, Christ not only showed Himself alive, but He revealed Himself as the perfect and all-sufficient Lord and Savior of all who would trust in Him.  How can anyone doubt such conclusive evidence?  Nevertheless, they do.

A professor of New Testament in a denominational college in one of the largest denominations in our country, when asked if he were willing to accept the historical evidence of the Resurrection, replied, “I am not interested in historical evidence.  Because of my philosophy, psychology and science, I have no concern about historical evidence.”  Well, I would like to see any college student or any university student dare write on his examination paper such a statement that he had no interest in historical evidence.  

Now, if anyone really wants historical evidence as to the Person of Jesus Christ, it is available.  Let us consider the facts.  First, Jesus lived on earth.  Secondly, we know when He lived - between 5 or 6 B.C. and 30-32 A.D.  Thirdly, we know where - in Nazareth, in northern Galilee.  Every history of the ancient world, every encyclopedia, records the fact of Jesus.  Even H. G. Wells, who possessed a hatred for almost every article of the Christian faith, is compelled to give a page to Jesus of Nazareth in his outline of history.  

Moreover, Jesus the Son of God has exerted more influence over the entire human race and human history than any other person.  It was He who brought to an end the worship of a whole pantheon of Greek and Roman gods and goddesses.  It was He who founded the institution that has come to be the most powerful single factor in civilization:  the Church.  All dates of history are now designated by the letters B.C. and A.D., both of which refer to the time of Christ’s birth (not Plato or Julius Caesar or Mohammed or any one else).  Christ has done more to lift and empower the ethical standards of men than all the philosophers of Greece combined.  The greatest fact of all is that His influence and power was not terminated with His death; rather, it increased and has been increasing ever since.  The only answer to the question as to why the Lord Jesus is so influential in the world today is the fact that He lives today.  He is still instrumental in the lives of humans as well as the affairs of the nations and the world.  

One time, a teacher asked his pupils for their opinions as to who was the world’s greatest living man.  The names of statesmen, scientists and inventors were given.  One thoughtful little boy answered, “Jesus Christ.”  Well, the teacher protested, “I asked for the greatest living man, Billy.”  And Billy replied, “Well, Sir, doesn’t Jesus live?  Mother says He’s alive today.”  Well, indeed, He is.  During one of the discouraging days of the Reformation when all his efforts seemed doomed to failure, Martin Luther took a crayon and wrote in large letters on the floor and walls of his room, “The Lord lives, the Lord lives, the Lord lives.”  Reassuring himself of this great fact, he went out with new determination to defy the powers arrayed against him.  Luther had discovered for his own life the same source of power that changed the earthly disciples from defeated cowards into victorious leaders.  The followers of Jesus fled in dismay at the sight of the Cross.  But after seeing their risen Lord, they experienced an amazing transformation that sent them forth to proclaim a living Christ with a courage that shook the Roman Empire.

But, let us be practical about this matter of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Do you know that Jesus Christ is alive today in your own heart?  I do not mean: Have you accepted the facts relative to the resurrected Christ? But, do you actually know the living Christ?  The Lord Jesus declares, in John 11:25-26, I am the resurrection, and the life:  he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  Believest thou this?  Do you believe this great truth of the Scriptures?  If you do, you have everlasting life.  For Jesus declares, in John 5:24, Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.

You should know whether or not you have this life.  There need be no question about it.  If you have truly believed on Christ, you will know it.  Paul said, in Galatians 2:20, Christ liveth in me.  How did he know that?  He took God at his word.  He turned his life over to the Lord and, as the result, he was aware of the indwelling presence of Christ.  

Now, if you had a child who was suffering torture from some peculiar disease in his life and I came along and told you of a surgeon who lived a hundred years ago and had been wonderfully skillful in caring for that particular disease, would that help you?  I might tell you of 50 or more cases in which he was successful and you might feel he would have been able to relieve your child from pain and correct the malady, but it would do the child no good - the surgeon is dead.  But, if I told you of a living surgeon who could do the same thing, you would probably say, “I’ll go to him at once.”  

Now, if you’re not saved and you would say about Christ today “I know He lives.  I know He can help me.  I will go to Him at once,” you would be one of the happiest persons in all the world.  If you were to get right with God; if you would let Him come into your life, He would make life worth living.  Well, He wants to do a work in your heart.  But He refuses to do anything until you let Him do it.  Will you come to Christ at this moment and receive Him into your life?  Will you receive all that God has provided for you in the Person of Christ?  If you will, you may be assured that God will receive you, for He declares in His word (in John 6:37), Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  God will receive you.  

Now, I hope you’ll write to us and tell us you made your decision and we’ll send some free literature to you.  

Blessed Lord, I praise You that Jesus still lives.  May some enter into the life He gives by trusting Him at this moment, for I ask You in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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